SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Visiting Liechtenstein

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Introduction to Liechtenstein
Chapter 2 Why Visit Liechtenstein?

Chapter 3 Getting There

Chapter 4 Getting Around Liechtenstein
Chapter 5 Accommodation

Chapter 6 Things to See and Do

Chapter 7 Food and Drink

Chapter 8 Practical Information

Chapter 9 Culture and Customs

Chapter 10 Vaduz: The Heart of Liechtenstein
Chapter 11 Triesenberg and the Walser Heritage
Chapter 12 A Day in Malbun

Chapter 13 Wine Tasting in Liechtenstein
Chapter 14 Outdoor Adventures

Chapter 15 Festivals and Events

Chapter 16 Art and Museums

Chapter 17 Hiking Trails

Chapter 18 Alpine Sports

Chapter 19 Shopping in Liechtenstein
Chapter 20 Overnight in a Castle

Chapter 21 Unique Experiences

Chapter 22 Photogenic Spots

Chapter 23 Relaxation and Wellness
Chapter 24 Tips for Traveling with Kids
Chapter 25 Sustainable Tourism in Liechtenstein

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Nestled in a lush valley between Switzerland and Austria, Liechtenstein is a
captivating destination that many travelers overlook due to its small size. Despite its
compactness, this diminutive principality holds a treasure trove of experiences that
cater to all kinds of visitors, from nature enthusiasts to history buffs. Traveling through
Liechtenstein is akin to stepping into a fairy tale, where medieval castles dot the
landscape, pristine alpine vistas beckon, and charming villages invite exploration.

Liechtenstein's unique geographic and cultural position offers a mix of Swiss precision
and Austrian warmth, resulting in a country that is both welcoming and efficient. With
an area of just 62 square miles, the country is simple to navigate, making it possible
for even short-term visitors to experience its full spectrum of offerings. The close
proximity of landmarks, museums, and natural attractions ensures that there is always
something captivating around the corner.

One of the great appeals of visiting Liechtenstein is its blend of past and present. The
history of this nation, deeply rooted in the remnants of the Holy Roman Empire, is
visible in its majestic castles, while its commitment to modernity is evident in its
thriving financial sector and contemporary art scene. The balance between preserving
its rich history and embracing modern innovation is tangible in the cultural fabric of
Liechtenstein.

For travelers, getting to Liechtenstein is part of the adventure. While it may not have
its own airport, the country's accessibility through major Swiss and Austrian transport
hubs makes it easily reachable. Whether you choose to arrive by car, train, or bus, the
journey itself is scenic, with the stunning backdrop of the European Alps
accompanying you.

Once you're there, the convenience of exploration continues. Liechtenstein's efficient
public transportation network keeps the country well-connected, and for those who
prefer a more active approach, extensive cycling paths and scenic hiking trails offer
exhilarating ways to traverse its beautiful landscapes. Additionally, Liechtenstein's
compact size means that accommodations are never too far from the action, ensuring
you spend more time experiencing and less time commuting.

A visit to Liechtenstein provides a window into the soul of a nation proud of its
heritage, abundant in natural beauty, and ready to welcome you with open arms.
Whether you're looking for outdoor adventure, cultural enrichment, or simply a serene
escape, this principality is prepared to offer you an unforgettable journey.
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CHAPTER ONE: Introduction to Liechtenstein

Imagine a country you could comfortably traverse by bicycle in an afternoon, a place
where the head of state might be spotted doing his own shopping, and where ancient
castles stand sentinel over a landscape carved by the Rhine river and sculpted by the
Alps. This isn't a scene from a storybook, but a glimpse into the reality of the
Principality of Liechtenstein, a nation whose charm is inversely proportional to its size.
Sandwiched neatly between Switzerland and Austria, this microstate offers a potent
blend of natural beauty, historical depth, and modern prosperity, all packed within a
mere sixty-two square miles. It's a place that proves good things truly do come in
small packages.

Geographically, Liechtenstein occupies a privileged spot in the heart of Europe,
nestled entirely within the Alpine region. The mighty Rhine River forms its western
border with Switzerland, flowing through a relatively flat, fertile valley that constitutes
a significant portion of the country's habitable land. This river plain provides space for
agriculture, settlements, and industry. To the east, however, the landscape
dramatically transforms, rising steeply into the foothills and peaks of the Ratikon
range, part of the Central Eastern Alps, which forms the border with Austria. This
mountainous terrain dominates the eastern two-thirds of the country, offering
breathtaking scenery and shaping much of its recreational character.

The country's diminutive size places it fourth smallest in Europe, just ahead of San
Marino, Monaco, and Vatican City, and sixth smallest globally. Its length is roughly
fifteen miles from north to south, and its width barely exceeds four miles at its
broadest point. This compactness makes it incredibly easy to get a feel for the entire
nation in a short period. Yet, within this small area lies considerable topographical
diversity, from the lowest point at Ruggeller Riet near the Rhine (around 1,400 feet
above sea level) to the highest peak, the Grauspitz, soaring to over 8,500 feet in the
southern alpine region. This vertical range contributes significantly to the variety of
climates and ecosystems found within its borders.

One of Liechtenstein’s most peculiar geographical distinctions is being one of only two
"doubly-landlocked" countries in the world, the other being Uzbekistan in Central Asia.
This means it is a landlocked country entirely surrounded by other landlocked
countries - Switzerland to the west and south, and Austria to the east and north. While
this might seem like a trivial pub quiz fact, it underscores Liechtenstein's position deep
within the continental interior, historically influencing trade routes, political alliances,
and even its perspective on the world. Access to the sea has never been a direct
concern, shaping its development in uniqgue ways compared to coastal nations.
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The climate is generally continental, moderated somewhat by the influence of the
warm Fohn wind, a southerly wind that can raise temperatures unexpectedly,
particularly in spring and autumn, aiding agriculture but sometimes posing fire risks.
Summers are typically warm and pleasant, often punctuated by afternoon showers,
especially in the mountains. Winters are cold and snowy, particularly at higher
elevations, creating ideal conditions for winter sports in resorts like Malbun. Spring
sees the valleys burst into bloom, while autumn offers crisp air and vibrant foliage,
making the shoulder seasons attractive times to visit for those seeking fewer crowds
and different perspectives on the landscape.

The story of how Liechtenstein came to be is as unique as its geography. Its territory
roughly corresponds to the lands of the former Lordship of Schellenberg and the
County of Vaduz, both of which were possessions within the Holy Roman Empire.
Unlike many European nations forged through conquest or revolution, Liechtenstein
essentially came into existence through a real estate transaction motivated by
political ambition. The wealthy Princes of the Austrian House of Liechtenstein, seeking
a territorial holding that would grant them a seat in the Imperial Diet (the Reichstag)
of the Holy Roman Empire - a privilege reserved for landowners whose territory was
directly under the Emperor (reichsunmittelbar) - set their sights on these two adjacent
Alpine territories.

Prince Johann Adam Andreas von Liechtenstein acquired the Lordship of Schellenberg
in 1699 and the County of Vaduz_in 1712. These lands were geographically remote
from the family's main estates in Austria and Moravia but possessed the crucial
imperial immediacy. Having secured both properties, the family petitioned Holy
Roman Emperor Charles VI to unite them and elevate their status. In 1719, the
Emperor granted their request, creating the Imperial Principality (FUrstentum) of
Liechtenstein, named in honour of his loyal servant Anton Florian, the reigning Prince
of Liechtenstein at the time. For over a century, however, the Princes rarely set foot in
their namesake principality, governing it remotely while residing primarily in Vienna
and their grand estates elsewhere.

Liechtenstein navigated the turbulent Napoleonic era, joining the French-sponsored
Confederation of the Rhine in 1806, which effectively granted it sovereignty upon the
dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire. After Napoleon's defeat, it joined the German
Confederation in 1815, maintaining close ties with Austria. The 19th century was a
period of considerable hardship; Liechtenstein remained largely agrarian and
impoverished, leading many of its citizens to emigrate, primarily to the United States.
Political reforms slowly occurred, with the first constitution granted in 1862.

The cataclysm of World War | marked a pivotal turning point. Tied closely to the Austro-

Hungarian Empire, Liechtenstein suffered economically from the Allied blockade. The
collapse of the Habsburg monarchy at the war's end forced Liechtenstein to reassess
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its alliances. Seeking a more stable economic partner, it dissolved its customs treaty
with Austria and began aligning itself with Switzerland. This culminated in a customs
and monetary union in 1923-1924, adopting the Swiss Franc as its official currency
and effectively integrating its economy with its western neighbor. Switzerland also
took over responsibility for Liechtenstein's diplomatic representation abroad, a
practical arrangement that largely continues today. Crucially, Liechtenstein
maintained strict neutrality during both World Wars, miraculously avoiding invasion or
significant direct involvement.

Perhaps the most significant event connecting the ruling family directly to the land
occurred in 1938. Faced with the rising threat of Nazi Germany following the Anschluss
of Austria, Prince Franz Josef Il became the first reigning Prince to take up permanent
residence in Liechtenstein, moving into Vaduz Castle, the iconic fortress overlooking
the capital. His presence solidified the bond between the monarchy and the people,
providing a visible symbol of national identity and continuity during uncertain times.
This move coincided with the beginning of Liechtenstein's astonishing post-World War
Il economic transformation.

From its agrarian roots, Liechtenstein rapidly industrialized and developed a
sophisticated service sector, particularly in finance. Leveraging political stability, a
favourable tax environment (though significantly reformed in recent years towards
international standards), strict banking secrecy laws (also largely reformed), and the
advantages of the Swiss customs union, the country attracted significant foreign
investment and became a global financial center. This economic miracle propelled
Liechtenstein from one of Europe's poorer corners to possessing one of the highest
GDPs per capita in the world, accompanied by an exceptionally high standard of living
and virtually no unemployment. Alongside finance, high-tech manufacturing found a
fertile ground, with world-leading companies specialising in precision tools, dental
technology, and niche industrial products establishing themselves in the principality.

Understanding Liechtenstein’s political system is key to grasping its unique character.
It is officially described as a constitutional hereditary monarchy on a democratic and
parliamentary basis. This is not merely a ceremonial monarchy; the Prince (Furst)
retains substantial executive powers, creating a delicate balance between popular
sovereignty and monarchical authority. The current Head of State is Prince Hans-Adam
II, who succeeded his father Franz Josef Il in 1989. Since 2004, however, he has
entrusted the day-to-day governmental duties to his son, Hereditary Prince Alois, as
Regent, though Hans-Adam Il remains the official Head of State.

The Prince's powers are significant by European monarchical standards. He appoints
judges, has the power to veto legislation passed by parliament (though this is rarely
used absolute veto, more a mechanism for dialogue), can dissolve parliament, and
appoints the government based on parliament's recommendations. A controversial
referendum in 2003 reaffirmed and arguably strengthened these powers, despite
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some internal and external criticism. Supporters argue this strong monarchical role
contributes to the country's famed political stability and long-term perspective, acting
as a balance against short-term political currents. The relationship between the Prince
and the people is generally one of mutual respect and accessibility, quite different
from the distant formalities often associated with royalty.

Complementing the monarchy is a robust democratic structure. The Parliament
(Landtag) consists of 25 members elected proportionally every four years by the
citizens. It is responsible for debating and passing laws, overseeing the government,
and approving the budget. The Government itself is a collegial body of five members,
headed by the Prime Minister (Regierungschef), responsible for the day-to-day
administration of the country. It operates based on consensus and reports to both the
Prince and the Parliament.

Liechtenstein also boasts a strong tradition of direct democracy. Citizens can initiate
legislative changes or challenge laws passed by parliament through referendums and
popular initiatives, provided they gather enough signatures. This frequent recourse to
the popular vote ensures that political decisions remain closely aligned with the public
will and fosters a high degree of civic engagement. This combination of monarchy,
parliamentary democracy, and direct citizen participation creates a political landscape
unique in Europe, characterized by stability, consensus-building, and a surprising
degree of political involvement for such a small populace.

The economic structure reflects this stability and unique positioning. While finance
remains a cornerstone, generating a significant portion of the national income through
banking, asset management, insurance, and trust services, the economy is more
diversified than often perceived. High-value manufacturing is critically important,
focusing on exports. Companies like Hilti (construction technology) and Ivoclar
Vivadent (dental products) are global leaders headquartered in Liechtenstein,
benefiting from the skilled workforce, stable environment, and access to both Swiss
and European markets. Tourism, while not the dominant sector, is a valuable
contributor, drawing visitors attracted by the alpine scenery, cultural attractions, and
the novelty of visiting a microstate.

The backbone of the economy is undoubtedly the customs and monetary union with
Switzerland. This arrangement eliminates trade barriers, simplifies cross-border work
and movement, and provides the stability of the Swiss Franc. Liechtenstein is also a
member of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and, crucially, the European
Economic Area (EEA). This grants it access to the EU's single market for goods,
services, capital, and labour, vital for its export-oriented industries, without requiring
full EU membership, which the populace has preferred to avoid. The country
remarkably boasts virtually no public debt and consistently runs budget surpluses,
reflecting prudent fiscal management.
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The population of Liechtenstein hovers just under 40,000 inhabitants, making it one of
the least populated sovereign states in Europe. Despite the small number, the
population density is relatively high due to the limited habitable land in the Rhine
Valley. A defining feature is the high proportion of foreign residents; roughly one-third
of the people living in Liechtenstein are not citizens, coming predominantly from
neighbouring Switzerland, Austria, and Germany, but also from Italy, Turkey, and
many other nations. This significant expatriate community contributes to a surprisingly
cosmopolitan atmosphere, particularly in the main towns.

The official language is German, used in government, schools, and media. However,
daily life is often conducted in local Alemannic dialects, which can differ noticeably
from standard German and even vary subtly between villages. Visitors familiar with
standard German will generally be understood, but listening to locals converse offers a
fascinating linguistic experience. English is widely spoken, especially in business and
tourism sectors, making communication straightforward for international visitors.
Reflecting its historical roots and Alpine context, Roman Catholicism is the
predominant religion, acknowledged in the constitution, although freedom of religion
is guaranteed for all. Churches are prominent landmarks in the villages, and religious
holidays often shape the calendar.

Administratively, Liechtenstein is divided into eleven municipalities (Gemeinden).
These function as local government units with elected mayors and councils,
responsible for matters like schools, local infrastructure, and community services.
These municipalities are grouped into two traditional electoral districts, corresponding
roughly to the historical territories: the Oberland (Upper Country) in the south,
containing six municipalities including Vaduz, Triesenberg, and Balzers; and the
Unterland (Lower Country) in the north, with five municipalities including Schaan,
Schellenberg, and Ruggell. While these distinctions primarily serve electoral purposes
today, they reflect old regional identities rooted in the landscape - the generally
higher elevations and more mountainous terrain of the Oberland versus the flatter
Rhine Valley floor of the Unterland. Schaan, just north of Vaduz, is the largest
municipality by population, acting as a significant commercial and industrial hub.

Despite its size, Liechtenstein plays an active and respected role on the international
stage. It is a full member of the United Nations, the Council of Europe, the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and the World Trade
Organization (WTQO), among others. It uses these platforms to advocate for its interests
and contribute to international law and cooperation, often punching above its weight.
Neutrality remains a guiding principle of its foreign policy, though it participates in
international peacekeeping efforts. Its relationship with Switzerland is exceptionally
close, extending beyond the economic union to encompass consular services and
defence arrangements (Liechtenstein has no standing army, relying informally on
Switzerland). Ties with Austria remain strong due to shared history, culture, and the
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geographical border.

In recent decades, Liechtenstein has worked diligently to shed its former image as a
secretive tax haven, embracing international standards of financial transparency and
cooperation. It has signed numerous tax information exchange agreements and
implemented regulations aligned with OECD and EU requirements, repositioning itself
as a stable, reliable, and compliant financial centre focused on wealth management
and quality services rather than just secrecy.

What emerges is a picture of a truly unique nation - a sovereign principality led by an
active monarch, nestled in the Alps, economically prosperous, politically stable, and
blending deep-rooted traditions with modern innovation. It’s a place where the borders
between nature, history, and contemporary life are seamlessly interwoven within a
remarkably compact space. This fusion of characteristics, from its doubly-landlocked
geography and its unusual political structure to its economic resilience and the close
relationship between the people and the Princely House, forms the compelling
backdrop for any visit. Exploring Liechtenstein isn't just about seeing sights; it's about
experiencing a distinct model of statehood and society, alive and well in the 21st
century. The small scale allows for an intimacy and accessibility rarely found
elsewhere, offering a travel experience that is both enriching and uniquely
memorable.
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