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Introduction
Iran, a country enriched by centuries of history, spirit, and captivating landscapes,
stands as an alluring destination for travelers seeking authentic experiences. Known
historically as Persia, Iran is a land where ancient traditions harmoniously coexist with
contemporary life, offering tourists a tapestry of discovery that is both vibrant and
deep-rooted.

As you plan your visit to Iran, expect to be mesmerized by its architectural wonders
ranging from the intricate beauty of Islamic mosques to the majestic ruins of
Persepolis. The country's bustling bazaars are not just markets; they are lively hearts
of the community where one can find exquisite hand-crafted goods, delectable
culinary flavors, and discover the genuine warmth of Iranian hospitality.

Iran's landscape is as diverse as its culture. From the rugged mountains that beckon
adventurers to its sun-drenched deserts offering panoramic night skies, nature
enthusiasts will find countless opportunities to explore and appreciate the country’s
geographical diversity. Each region presents a distinct climate and set of experiences,
adding layers to the adventure that is visiting Iran.

While Iran is known for its rich cultural heritage, it also serves as an epicurean delight
for food lovers. Iranian cuisine, with its array of flavors and fragrances, promises to
satisfy the palate. Traditional dishes, deeply embedded in Iran's social fabric, are more
than meals; they are stories of the nation’s people and their history.

Navigating Iran requires understanding both the logistics and the formalities involved
in visiting a unique and culturally rich country. This book aims to guide you through
everything—from obtaining visas and choosing the ideal travel time to understanding
local customs and dining etiquette. Arm yourself with this comprehensive guide to
ensure your visit is enriching, respectful, and filled with memorable moments.

Embark on your journey to Iran with an awareness of the nuances that make it a
fascinating destination. The information provided here aims to prepare you for an
adventure that delights, surprises, and extends an open invitation to explore Iran's
historical depths and contemporary vibrancy.
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CHAPTER ONE: Visa Requirements
Welcome to the slightly perplexing, occasionally frustrating, but ultimately
conquerable world of obtaining permission to enter the Islamic Republic of Iran. Let's
be frank: for many nationalities, waltzing into Iran isn't quite as simple as booking a
flight and showing up with a smile and a valid passport. There's a process, sometimes
several layers of process, and understanding it beforehand is key to starting your
Iranian adventure on the right foot, rather than tangled in bureaucratic red tape at an
embassy or airport. This chapter is your map through that specific maze, focusing
solely on how to get the necessary stamp in your passport or the electronic nod of
approval that lets you board the plane.

Think of the Iranian visa system as managed primarily by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA). They are the ultimate arbiters of who gets welcomed in. For most
prospective tourists, the first significant hurdle, and perhaps the most crucial piece of
the puzzle, is something called the Visa Authorization Code, sometimes referred to as
a Visa Grant Notice or simply the visa code. Consider this code your golden ticket to
apply for the actual visa. Without it, for many travellers applying in advance, the
embassy doors remain firmly closed. It's essentially pre-approval from Tehran,
signalling to the consulate abroad that the powers-that-be have given your visit the
green light, at least provisionally.

How does one procure this mystical code? Typically, you don't apply for it directly to
the MFA yourself. Instead, the standard route involves engaging the services of an
accredited Iranian travel agency or having a sponsor within Iran (less common for
typical tourists). These agencies act as your indispensable intermediaries. You provide
them with your personal details, passport scans, a rough itinerary, and sometimes
answers to specific questions. They then navigate the application process with the
MFA on your behalf. Their local knowledge and established relationship with the
ministry are invaluable. They know the forms, the procedures, and often, how to
gently nudge things along if they get stuck.

Be prepared for this part of the process to take time. While some agencies might
suggest faster turnarounds, it's wise to budget several weeks, perhaps even four to
six, for the VAC to be issued. Factors influencing this timeframe include your
nationality, the time of year (applications can slow down around major holidays like
Nowruz), and the general workload at the MFA. The key takeaway here is: start early.
Don't book non-refundable flights thinking the visa code will magically appear
overnight. Treat securing the VAC as the foundational step upon which all other travel
plans should be built. Once issued, the agency will forward this code to you, usually
along with details of the specific embassy or consulate where you are authorised to
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collect your visa.

With the precious Visa Authorization Code in hand, you're ready for stage two: the
actual visa application at the designated Iranian embassy or consulate. This might be
in your home country or potentially another country where you have legal residence or
are currently located, provided this was specified during the VAC application stage.
You'll typically need to submit your passport (ensure it has at least six months' validity
remaining from your planned entry date and sufficient blank pages), completed visa
application forms (downloadable from the embassy website or provided by them),
passport-sized photographs meeting specific requirements, proof of payment for the
visa fee, and, of course, your VAC number.

Pay close attention to the photograph requirements. While men's photos are standard,
women's photos must show them wearing a headscarf (hijab), adhering to the dress
code regulations within Iran itself. Submitting photos that don't meet these criteria will
likely lead to delays or rejection of the application. The visa fee varies depending on
your nationality and the embassy's specific charges, often payable in cash in the local
currency or sometimes Euros or US Dollars. Once you've submitted everything, there's
another waiting period, though usually shorter than the VAC process – perhaps a few
days to a couple of weeks, depending on the consulate's workload. Some consulates
offer expedited processing for an additional fee.

Now, let's talk about the Visa on Arrival (VoA) option, a pathway available to citizens of
many countries, but crucially, not all. This allows eligible travellers to obtain their visa
upon landing at certain major international airports, including Tehran Imam Khomeini
(IKA), Shiraz (SYZ), Isfahan (ISF), Mashhad (MHD), and Tabriz (TBZ). The standard VoA
typically grants a 30-day stay. On paper, this sounds wonderfully convenient – bypass
the embassy queues and VAC waiting times! However, it comes with caveats.

Firstly, eligibility is key. Citizens of the United States, United Kingdom, Canada,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Colombia, India, Iraq, Jordan, Pakistan, and Somalia are
explicitly excluded from the VoA facility. They must obtain their visa in advance. For
those who are eligible, the VoA carries an element of uncertainty. While often
straightforward, there's always a small risk of being denied entry upon arrival for
various reasons, leaving you stranded at the airport after a long flight. Delays are also
possible, as you'll need to queue, fill out forms, provide fingerprints, pay the fee
(usually in cash Euros or USD – don't expect card machines), and wait for the visa to
be processed and placed in your passport. This could take anywhere from 30 minutes
to several hours, depending on how busy the airport is.

Furthermore, airlines flying to Iran may have their own policies regarding VoA. Some
might be hesitant to board passengers without a pre-obtained visa, fearing they might
be responsible for returning them if entry is denied. It's essential to check with your
specific airline well in advance about their policy for boarding passengers intending to
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get a VoA for Iran. You might also be asked to show proof of health insurance covering
Iran (often available for purchase at the airport visa section if needed), proof of your
first night's accommodation booking, and sometimes evidence of sufficient funds or a
return ticket. While VoA can work smoothly for many eligible travellers seeking
flexibility, the common advice, particularly for first-time visitors or those on a fixed
schedule, remains: if possible and if eligible, secure your visa in advance for greater
peace of mind.

The visa process diverges significantly for passport holders from the United States, the
United Kingdom, and Canada. Due to longstanding diplomatic tensions and reciprocal
policies, citizens of these three nations face the most stringent entry requirements.
Independent travel within Iran is strictly prohibited for US, UK, and Canadian nationals.
Instead, they must travel on a pre-arranged, fully guided tour for the absolute entirety
of their stay. This doesn't necessarily mean being stuck with a large group if that's not
your style; personalized, private tours with a dedicated guide are also possible, but the
guide must be present throughout.

The application process for these nationalities invariably involves working through an
approved Iranian travel agency specializing in handling these cases. You cannot
simply apply for a VAC and then a tourist visa independently. The agency will work
with you to create a detailed, day-by-day itinerary covering your entire trip. This
itinerary, along with your personal details, is submitted to the MFA for approval. Only
once the itinerary and your application are approved will a VAC be issued. Then, you
apply for the visa at the designated consulate, already linked to your specific tour and
guide. The guide, licensed by the Iranian government, will meet you upon arrival and
must accompany you throughout your travels within the country, adhering strictly to
the approved itinerary. Any deviation usually requires prior permission.

Given the multiple layers of approval needed – for the traveller, the itinerary, and the
guide – the process for US, UK, and Canadian citizens takes considerably longer. It is
strongly recommended to begin arrangements at least two to three months,
preferably even longer, before your intended travel date. The reference guideline
suggests ten weeks as a minimum lead time. This isn't a process that can be rushed.
While it might sound restrictive, many travellers from these countries report positive
experiences, finding the guides knowledgeable and the structure ensuring a smooth
journey through the country's highlights. The key is choosing a reputable, experienced
agency accustomed to these specific regulations.

A significant point of caution for all travellers, regardless of nationality, concerns
evidence of travel to Israel. Iranian authorities implement a strict policy of denying
entry to individuals whose passports contain an Israeli visa or entry/exit stamps. This
vigilance extends beyond direct Israeli stamps; entry or exit stamps from land border
crossings between Egypt and Israel (like Taba) or Jordan and Israel (like the Wadi
Araba crossing near Aqaba/Eilat or the Allenby/King Hussein Bridge) can also be
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problematic, as they clearly indicate travel to Israel. Immigration officials are known to
scrutinize passports carefully for these specific stamps.

If your passport contains such evidence, you face a high likelihood of being refused a
visa or denied entry upon arrival. The recommended course of action, if your home
country allows it, is to apply for a second, concurrent passport specifically for travel to
regions that might cause conflict (many business travellers do this). Alternatively, if
that's not an option, you may need to apply for a completely new passport, ensuring
it's free of any problematic stamps before you even begin the Iranian visa application
process. Don't try to hide stamps or assume they won't be noticed; it's a risk not worth
taking. A clean passport simplifies matters considerably.

What if your trip is going so well you decide you want to stay longer than your initial
visa allows? Thankfully, extending a tourist visa within Iran is often possible, though
not guaranteed. The standard tourist visa (whether obtained in advance or on arrival)
is usually valid for 30 days. Extensions are typically granted in further 30-day
increments, often up to a maximum of two extensions, potentially allowing a total stay
of 90 days. However, this is entirely at the discretion of the relevant authorities.

The process involves visiting the Police Department of Alien Affairs (sometimes called
the Immigration Office or Passport Office) in a major city like Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz,
or Yazd. It's crucial to start this process before your current visa expires – allow at
least a few days, preferably a week, as bureaucratic processes can take time. You'll
need your passport, photocopies of your passport's main page and your current
Iranian visa, new passport photos (again, women in hijab), completed application
forms (usually available at the office), and payment for the extension fee (payable at a
designated bank, often requiring a trip back and forth). Expect some waiting, potential
interviews, and the possibility of needing to return another day to collect your
passport with the extension stamp. It’s wise to dress conservatively and be polite and
patient throughout the process.

For travellers seeking a specific type of experience or perhaps facing visa complexities
for the mainland, Iran offers a couple of intriguing alternatives: the islands of Kish and
Qeshm in the Persian Gulf. These operate as special Free Trade Zones, and
significantly, all tourists, regardless of nationality, can enter and stay on either Kish
Island or Qeshm Island for up to 14 days without needing an Iranian visa. This includes
citizens of the US, UK, and Canada, provided they fly directly into the island's airport
(e.g., Kish International Airport, Qeshm International Airport) from outside Iran (like
Dubai) and depart internationally from the island within the 14-day period.

This visa exemption applies only to stays confined to the specific island. If you enter
Kish or Qeshm visa-free and then wish to travel to mainland Iran, you will need to
obtain a regular Iranian visa through the standard procedures, which can sometimes
be facilitated on the island but isn't guaranteed and adheres to the usual rules

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

(including the guide requirement for US/UK/CA citizens). These islands are popular
resort destinations, known for beaches, shopping malls, and water sports, offering a
different flavour of Iran, accessible even to those who might find the mainland visa
process daunting or prohibitive.

While this guide primarily focuses on the standard Tourist Visa (often designated Type
B), it's worth briefly noting that Iran offers other visa categories for different purposes.
These include Entry Visas (Type A, often for business or family visits requiring an
invitation), Work Visas (Type F), Pilgrimage Visas (Type C, specifically for visiting holy
sites like Mashhad or Qom), Media Visas, Transit Visas, and others. Each has its own
specific requirements, application process, and sponsoring entity. However, for the
vast majority of leisure travellers reading this book, the Tourist Visa procured via a
VAC/Embassy application or, for eligible nationalities, the Visa on Arrival, will be the
relevant pathway.

Navigating the visa process requires attention to detail and patience. Double-check
everything: your passport's expiry date (minimum six months validity is standard), the
photo specifications (especially حجاب / hijab for women), the accuracy of information on
application forms, and the designated location for visa collection if using a VAC. Be
aware that application processing times can be longer around major Iranian holidays,
particularly Nowruz (Persian New Year, late March), when government offices may
have reduced hours or closures. Always use official exchange offices ('Sarrafi') or
designated banks for paying visa fees, as required. Remember that due to sanctions,
payments usually need to be made in cash (Euros or USD are most reliable) as
international card payments are generally not possible.

Finally, a word about the crucial role of reputable travel agencies. While some
nationalities can navigate the VoA or even the VAC process independently, using an
experienced Iranian travel agency can significantly smooth the path. They understand
the nuances of the system, have direct lines of communication with the MFA, can
troubleshoot potential issues, and provide the necessary sponsorship for the VAC
application. For US, UK, and Canadian citizens, using such an agency is not just
recommended, it's mandatory. Even for others, the relatively small fee charged by an
agency for handling the visa application can be well worth the reduction in stress and
uncertainty. Look for agencies with good reviews, clear communication, and
experience working with tourists from your specific country. They are your
professional allies in unlocking the door to Iran.
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