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Introduction

Nestled in Southeastern Europe, Croatia is a country of remarkable diversity and
stunning natural beauty. Stretching along the Adriatic Sea, it boasts one of the most
spectacular coastlines in the world, dotted with over a thousand islands, hidden coves,
and crystal-clear waters. Beyond its sun-kissed shores, Croatia offers a rich tapestry of
history, evident in its ancient Roman ruins, medieval walled cities, and charming
Austro-Hungarian architecture. From the vibrant capital of Zagreb to the breathtaking
waterfalls of Plitvice Lakes National Park and the historic grandeur of Dubrovnik,
Croatia presents a compelling blend of Mediterranean charm, Balkan passion, and
Central European sophistication.

Planning a trip to Croatia can be an adventure in itself, with so much to see and do.
This guide aims to provide you with comprehensive information for planning an
unforgettable journey to this captivating destination. In this book, you will find a
wealth of information about the logistics of getting to and around in Croatia, including
air travel, accommodations, and local transportation options. You will also discover the
best times to visit, depending on your preferences and interests.

Additionally, Croatia's various regions offer unique experiences ranging from the
stunning coastal areas of Dalmatia and Istria to the more tranquil and picturesque
inland regions like Slavonia and Zagreb. Each region is characterized by distinct
cultural, gastronomic, and historical experiences that are bound to captivate any
traveler.

Visitors will also benefit from understanding the local customs and etiquette. Although
English is widely spoken, especially in tourist areas, learning a few basic phrases in
Croatian is appreciated and can enhance your interactions with locals. Furthermore,
understanding local dining expectations and tipping practices will allow you to enjoy
Croatia's rich food and beverage offerings, from fresh seafood and delicate pastries to
local wines and brandies.

Finally, the guide stresses the importance of responsible tourism, encouraging visitors
to respect local customs, support local businesses, and help preserve Croatia's
beautiful landscapes. Whether you're drawn by the promise of sun-soaked beaches,
historical explorations, or cultural immersions, Croatia promises a rich and fulfilling
travel experience.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting to Croatia

Croatia’s accessibility is one of its great strengths as a travel destination. Whether
you're arriving by air, land, or sea, the country is well-connected to Europe and
beyond, making it relatively easy to reach from almost anywhere. The key is choosing
the right mode of transport based on your starting point, budget, and travel style.

Flying is the most efficient option for international visitors, especially those coming
from outside Europe. Croatia’s major airports—Zagreb, Split, Dubrovnik, Zadar, Pula,
and Rijeka—serve as gateways to different regions. Zagreb’s Franjo Tudman Airport is
the largest, offering the most international connections, including long-haul flights. If
your focus is the Dalmatian coast, Split and Dubrovnik are ideal entry points, though
they get crowded in summer. Zadar is perfect for exploring northern Dalmatia, while
Pula and Rijeka cater to Istria and the Kvarner Gulf.

Budget airlines like Ryanair, easyjet, and Wizz Air have expanded Croatia’s reach,
offering seasonal flights from cities across Europe. Croatia Airlines, the national
carrier, provides reliable domestic and European connections, though it’s rarely the
cheapest option. If you're flying during peak season (July-August), book early—flights
fill up fast, and prices soar. Shoulder seasons (May-June, September-October) offer
better deals and fewer crowds.

For travelers within Europe, driving to Croatia can be a scenic and flexible choice. The
country’s highway network is modern, with well-maintained roads connecting major
cities. The A1 motorway runs from Zagreb to Split and beyond, offering breathtaking
views of the Dalmatian hinterland. Tolls apply, payable in euros, and rest stops are
frequent and well-equipped. Border crossings are generally smooth, especially since
Croatia joined the Schengen Zone in 2023, eliminating checks for Schengen arrivals.

If you're road-tripping from neighboring countries like Slovenia, Hungary, or Austria,
note that vignettes (road toll stickers) are required in some of these nations. Slovenia,
for instance, mandates them for all vehicles, including motorcycles. Austria’s vignette
system applies to its highways, so plan accordingly if passing through. Fuel prices in
Croatia are on par with the EU average, and petrol stations are plentiful, even in rural
areas.

Buses are another practical option, especially for budget-conscious travelers. Croatia’s
intercity bus network is extensive, with frequent services linking major European cities
to Zagreb, Split, Zadar, and Dubrovnik. Companies like FlixBus offer affordable,
comfortable rides from Germany, Austria, and beyond. Domestic buses are equally
reliable, often more so than trains, with routes covering even remote areas. The main
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bus terminals in Zagreb and Split are bustling hubs, so arrive early to secure tickets
during high season.

Trains, while romantic, are less efficient for reaching Croatia from abroad.
International rail connections exist from cities like Vienna, Budapest, and Ljubljana,
but journeys can be slow. Once in Croatia, the train network is limited, with most
routes radiating from Zagreb. The coastal line from Zagreb to Split is scenic but time-
consuming—a bus or flight is often faster. That said, if you're not in a hurry, the train
ride through the Dinaric Alps offers stunning vistas.

Ferries provide a picturesque entry for those combining Croatia with Italy. Multiple
routes connect Italian ports like Ancona, Bari, and Venice to Croatian destinations such
as Split, Zadar, and Dubrovnik. Jadrolinija, the state ferry operator, runs most of these
services, with crossings taking anywhere from 3 to 10 hours, depending on the route.
Overnight ferries with cabins are available for longer journeys, adding a touch of
adventure to your arrival.

For island hoppers, domestic ferries and catamarans are essential. Jadrolinija and
private operators like Krilo (Kapetan Luka) run frequent services between the
mainland and islands like Hvar, Brac¢, and Korcula. In summer, these routes are busy,
so book ahead if traveling with a car. Off-season, schedules shrink, so check
timetables carefully. Catamarans are faster but pricier, while car ferries are slower but
necessary if you're bringing a vehicle.

Cruise ships are another way to arrive, particularly in Dubrovnik and Split, which
welcome thousands of passengers during the summer months. While convenient, be
aware that these ports can feel overwhelmed when multiple ships dock
simultaneously. If you're on a cruise, consider exploring early in the morning or late in
the afternoon to avoid the worst crowds.

For the ultimate flexibility, consider renting a car upon arrival. Croatia’s compact size
makes road trips feasible, and having your own wheaels lets you explore off-the-beaten-
path villages and coastal drives at your own pace. Rental agencies are plentiful at
airports and major cities, but book in advance during peak season to avoid sky-high
prices. Just remember: parking in historic towns like Dubrovnik can be a nightmare, so
opt for accommodations with reserved spots.

Cycling into Croatia is an option for the adventurous, particularly from Slovenia or
Hungary. The country is becoming increasingly bike-friendly, with dedicated paths in
regions like Istria and along the Dalmatian coast. EuroVelo routes pass through
Croatia, offering long-distance cyclists a scenic way to enter the country. Just be
prepared for steep climbs in mountainous areas and hot summers if you're pedaling in
July or August.
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No matter how you arrive, Croatia’s transport infrastructure is designed to
accommodate tourists. English is widely spoken at airports, ferry terminals, and bus
stations, and signage is usually clear. ATMs and currency exchange counters are
readily available, though euros are now the standard since Croatia adopted the
currency in 2023.

Timing your arrival can make a difference. If you're flying into a coastal airport like
Split or Dubrovnik in summer, expect long lines at immigration. Early morning or late-
evening flights might save you some hassle. Similarly, ferry and bus terminals are
busiest in the middle of the day, so arriving early or late can help you avoid the rush.

For those with mobility concerns, Croatia’s major transport hubs are generally
accessible, with ramps, elevators, and designated seating. However, older ferry boats
and some train stations may lack modern facilities, so check ahead if you have specific
needs.

Ultimately, the best way to get to Croatia depends on your priorities. Speed? Fly.

Scenery? Drive or take a ferry. Budget? Buses or budget airlines. Whichever you
choose, the journey is just the beginning of what promises to be an unforgettable trip.
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