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Introduction
Welcome to the bustling, ever-dynamic world of Lagos! Moving to a city brimming with
energy and potential like Lagos can be both exhilarating and daunting. This guide is
here to help you navigate the specifics of settling into this unique African metropolis,
with a sprinkle of humor, so you're not lost in translation.

Congratulations on making the bold decision to move to Lagos, one of Africa's most
vibrant and populous cities. Whether you're coming from overseas or within Nigeria,
there's no denying the city offers a fascinating mix of cultures, opportunities, and yes,
quirks. Its rapid urban growth creates a thrilling landscape, even if at times the chaos
makes you wish for a good old teleportation device.

Now, let's get one thing straight: moving anywhere is a brave leap, but moving to
Lagos? That's a dazzling leap into a kaleidoscope of life. Your senses will be
perpetually entertained, and frustration might occasionally make an appearance
(looking at you, Lagos traffic!), but fear not—we're here to arm you with practical
advice and maybe even a little amusement as you journey through this transition.

Of course, don't toss this guide under the bed without doing your homework regarding
the ever-evolving legal landscape. Our delightfully bureaucratic friends have a
penchant for changing laws and regulations often. So, make sure you keep tabs on the
latest official info from the right government channels.

With that said, let this guide be your trusted companion on a journey full of
unexpected joys and crucial insights. We'll skip the worn-out clichés and focus on the
nitty-gritty details that will make your life in Lagos sweeter and a touch less twister-
like. Ready? Let’s dive into the beautiful chaos of Lagos life, shall we?
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CHAPTER ONE: Welcome to Lagos: First Impressions
So, you've made it. Your flight has touched down at Murtala Muhammed International
Airport, or MMIA as it's affectionately (and sometimes not-so-affectionately) known.
Take a deep breath. No, really, take a deep breath – the air hitting your face as the
plane door opens is your first official Lagos welcome. It’s a thick, warm, humid
embrace, often carrying a unique blend of jet fuel, tropical flora, and something
indefinably… Lagos. Consider it the city’s way of saying, “You’re not in Kansas
anymore. Or London. Or wherever.”

Stepping off the plane and into the terminal can feel like stepping into a different
reality, one operating at a slightly higher frequency and temperature. The noise level
ramps up immediately. Announcements echo, blending with the chatter of hundreds of
people speaking a multitude of languages – English, Yoruba, Pidgin, Igbo, Hausa,
French, and more – creating a vibrant, if slightly overwhelming, symphony of human
interaction. Don't be surprised if you feel a sudden urge to check if you accidentally
wandered onto the set of a bustling market scene instead of an international airport
arrivals hall.

Immigration can be an experience. Lines might seem more like suggestions than rigid
formations. Have your paperwork ready – passport, visa, yellow fever card – and try to
channel an aura of patient determination. You might encounter officials who range
from briskly efficient to bewilderingly bureaucratic, perhaps asking questions that
seem entirely unrelated to your entry. Smile, be polite, answer clearly, and remember
that this is just the first gentle hurdle. Think of it as the warm-up exercise before the
main Lagos workout begins.

Baggage reclaim is often the next adventure. The carousels sometimes operate on
'Lagos time,' which isn't strictly aligned with any internationally recognized timezone.
Keep a sharp eye out for your luggage, which might appear enthusiastically launched
rather than gently deposited. This is also where you'll likely encounter your first wave
of freelance 'helpers'. These enterprising individuals will offer, with varying degrees of
insistence, to assist you with your trolley, your bags, your general direction in life. A
polite but firm "No, thank you, I'm fine" usually works. Repeat as necessary.
Sometimes, a strategically deployed pair of sunglasses and a determined stride
towards the exit does wonders.

Unless you’re a seasoned Lagos veteran or possess an almost reckless sense of
adventure, having your onward transport pre-arranged is highly recommended.
Emerging from the relative (and I use that term loosely) calm of the baggage hall into
the arrivals area proper can feel like being thrust onto center stage during the finale of
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a particularly boisterous opera. Friends, families, drivers holding signs (sometimes
decipherable, sometimes not), taxi coordinators, more helpers – it's a throng of
humanity eager to connect, assist, or just observe the newcomers. Locate your ride,
confirm their identity, and stick close.

If you haven't pre-booked, venturing into the world of airport taxis or ride-hailing apps
is your next step. Official airport taxis exist, but negotiation skills are paramount.
Agree on the fare before you get in, and ensure you understand the currency. Ride-
hailing apps like Uber or Bolt are popular but finding your designated driver amidst the
chaos can be a challenge in itself. You might need to make a call, describe your outfit,
or perform a small interpretive dance to make the connection. Patience, again, is your
most valuable currency here.

Now, buckle up for your first taste of Lagos roads. Leaving the airport vicinity, you'll
merge into a flow of traffic that defies simple description. It's not just cars; it's an
intricate ballet (or perhaps a mosh pit) of yellow danfo minibuses seemingly held
together by sheer willpower and paint, swarms of keke napep tricycles zipping through
impossible gaps, daring okada motorbike taxis carrying improbable loads, sleek SUVs,
and pedestrians who navigate the melee with practiced indifference. The horn is not
just a warning device; it's a complex language expressing everything from "I'm here!"
to "Get out of my way!" to "Good morning, fellow road warrior!"

You’ll likely encounter the infamous "go-slow" fairly quickly. This isn't just traffic; it's a
Lagos institution. Everything slows to a crawl, or a complete standstill. But notice what
happens: the roadside springs to life. Vendors materialize, weaving between vehicles,
offering an astonishing array of goods right through your car window. Plantain chips,
cold drinks, phone chargers, newspapers, artwork, inflatable Santas (regardless of the
season), steering wheel covers, life-sized teddy bears – if you can imagine it, someone
is probably selling it in a Lagos go-slow. It’s rush-hour gridlock transformed into a
moving marketplace, a testament to the city’s relentless entrepreneurial spirit.

The sensory input during this first drive can be intense. Visually, Lagos is a city of
stark contrasts and vibrant hues. Gleaming office towers might stand sentinel over
sprawling markets. Lush tropical greenery erupts from unexpected corners, defying
the concrete sprawl. Billboards advertise everything under the sun, competing for
attention with brightly painted shops and the kaleidoscope of fabrics worn by the
people on the streets. It’s a visual feast, sometimes chaotic, often compelling, rarely
boring.

Then there’s the soundscape. Beyond the vehicular orchestra, you’ll hear music
blaring from shops, homes, and passing cars – Afrobeats providing the city's
ubiquitous soundtrack. Generators hum and roar, a constant reminder of the power
situation (more on that later, promise!). Street preachers might passionately address
unseen congregations, vendors call out their wares, and the general murmur and buzz
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of millions of people living life at full volume fills the air. Lagos doesn't whisper; it
proclaims.

And the smells! An urban perfume unique to this place. Diesel exhaust fumes mingle
with the tantalizing aroma of roasting suya (spicy grilled meat skewers) or fried
plantains from roadside stalls. There's the dusty scent of the Harmattan season (if you
arrive between December and February), the damp earth smell after a sudden tropical
downpour, and occasionally, the unmistakable salty tang of the nearby lagoon. It’s
complex, sometimes pungent, always present.

Let’s not forget the feel of Lagos. That initial humid embrace rarely leaves you. You’ll
feel the warmth on your skin, the perspiration prickling almost instantly. Air
conditioning, whether in your car, hotel, or future home, becomes less a luxury and
more a survival tool. This constant, tangible connection to the climate is part of the
Lagos package. Embrace the glow; everyone else has it too.

Beyond the physical sensations, you'll start to perceive the city's energy. It's kinetic,
almost electric. Lagosians hustle. They're on the move, making things happen,
navigating challenges with a resilience that’s both admirable and necessary. There’s a
palpable sense of drive, of ambition, of getting things done despite the obstacles.
Interactions might seem abrupt or loud by some standards, but there's often an
underlying pragmatism and, frequently, a surprising warmth once you break the ice.

A few immediate practicalities might surface during these first hours. Having some
Naira cash becomes crucial fairly quickly, especially for smaller purchases or tips.
While ATMs exist and cards are used in larger establishments, cash remains king in
many everyday transactions. If you didn't manage to get a local SIM card at the
airport, making that a priority soon after arrival will significantly ease communication
and navigation. And remember to drink water – bottled or purified, always –
dehydration creeps up fast in the Lagos heat.

It's perfectly normal to feel overwhelmed during your first day, or even your first week.
Lagos doesn’t gently introduce itself; it makes a grand, noisy, unforgettable entrance.
Don’t try to understand it all at once. Observe. Absorb. Find the small details that
amuse or intrigue you – the inventive street repairs, the gravity-defying headloads
carried by market women, the sheer style and flair of people's outfits even in the
midst of the hustle. Cultivating a sense of humor about the minor (and sometimes
major) absurdities is a vital coping mechanism.

You’ll also start to see the city’s inherent dichotomies. Immense wealth exists
alongside profound poverty, sometimes literally separated by just a wall. Sleek,
modern architecture contrasts with makeshift structures. Impeccably dressed
individuals navigate crowded, muddy streets. These juxtapositions are not hidden
away; they are an integral, visible part of the city's fabric. Understanding this duality is
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key to understanding Lagos itself.

Your first impressions of Lagos will likely be a whirlwind of noise, heat, color, traffic,
and people. It might seem chaotic, confusing, perhaps even intimidating. But beneath
the surface-level intensity, there's a rhythm, a logic, and an undeniable vitality. This
isn't just another big city; it's Lagos, a force of nature disguised as a metropolis.
Consider this initial sensory bombardment your initiation. You've dipped your toes into
the vibrant, complex, challenging, and ultimately rewarding ocean that is Lagos life.
Now, let's get ready to swim.
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