SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Moving to Zimbabwe

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Getting Your Paperwork in Order: Visas and Permits

Chapter 2 The Joy of Packing: What to Bring and What to Leave

Chapter 3 Zimbabwean Currency for Dummies: Navigating the Multicurrency
Maze

Chapter 4 Hello, Harare! Choosing Your New Home

Chapter 5 Keeping the Lights On: Utilities and How to Survive Them
Chapter 6 From Kombis to Safaris: Decoding Zimbabwe's Transport System
Chapter 7 Internet and Communication: Calling Home from Kariba
Chapter 8 Culture Shock 101: Adjusting to Zimbabwean Life

Chapter 9 Finding Your Tribe: Making Friends and Building a Community
Chapter 10 Take a Leaf from My Book: Banking and Financial Tips
Chapter 11 Health and Wellness in Zimbabwe: Staying Fit and Fabulous
Chapter 12 Let’s Talk Safety: Security Tips for Everyday Life

Chapter 13 Eat, Drink, and Be Merry: Exploring Zimbabwean Cuisine
Chapter 14 Schools and Education: More Than Just ABCs

Chapter 15 Expats at Work: Navigating Zimbabwe’'s Job Market

Chapter 16 Haggling with Humor: Shopping and Markets

Chapter 17 The Great Outdoors: Parks, Wildlife, and Beyond

Chapter 18 Local Lingo: Language and Communication Skills

Chapter 19 Festivals and Fun: Celebrating Zimbabwean Style

Chapter 20 Rainy Days and Sunshine: Climate and Weather

Chapter 21 Taming the Bureaucracy Beast: Tips for Dealing with Officials
Chapter 22 Hobbies and Leisure: Finding Your Rhythm

Chapter 23 Volunteering and Giving Back: Making a Difference

Chapter 24 Family Life: Bringing the Kids Along

Chapter 25 Reflecting On Your Adventure: Lessons Learned and Moving
Forward

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Zimbabwe, a remarkable country nestled in Southern Africa, awaits those courageous
enough to embark on the adventure of moving there. Known for its breathtaking
landscapes and diverse wildlife, Zimbabwe offers a unique experience even for the
seasoned traveler. From the stunning Victoria Falls to the vast Hwange National Park,
this landlocked gem captivates with its natural wonders and vibrant cultural tapestry.
It is this very allure that draws many expatriates, seeking either a fresh start,
rewarding employment opportunities, or simply the thrill of embracing a different
lifestyle.

However, this book isn’t your run-of-the-mill guide to moving abroad; it's a
comprehensive deep dive into the nusances distinctive to moving to Zimbabwe. Every
chapter is tailored to provide practical insights for transitioning to life here, skipping
over the general trivialities one might expect in a scripted travel narrative. Consider
this guide your humorous companion, filled with tips that help you navigate the more
idiosyncratic aspects of making Zimbabwe your new home.

The decision to move to Zimbabwe often stems from varied motivations. For some, it's
the lure of employment in fields like mining or tourism; for others, a chance to
reconnect with family or heritage. Regardless of what motivates your move, being well-
informed and prepared is instrumental for a successful transition. From understanding
Zimbabwe’s multicurrency financial systems to anticipating the delights and
challenges of Zimbabwean cuisine, this guide shines light on all the practical
considerations that will matter to you most.

One essential note of caution: while this book strives to hand you the most current and
reliable information, bear in mind that laws and regulations evolve frequently. To
safeguard against any outdated advice, ensure you touch base with official sources
closer to your move. Think of this handbook as a trusted friend offering guidance
rather than a definitive rulebook.

Moreover, adjusting to life in Zimbabwe also involves embracing its distinct culture
and rhythm. Engaging with locals, learning basic expressions in Shona or Sindebele,
and remaining open-minded can transform a foreign land into a welcoming home.
You'll learn the art of greeting, understand customs, and appreciate the values that
Zimbabweans hold dear. Adapting doesn’t mean losing oneself; it's about integrating
and finding a new balance.

Despite its challenges—Ilike unpredictable economic times and utility
inconsistencies—Zimbabwe offers an incredibly rewarding experience for those ready
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to embrace its authenticity. Resilient people, outstanding beauty, and an undeniable
zest for life await those who dare to adventure beyond the ordinary. Welcome to
Zimbabwe. Your journey begins here.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting Your Paperwork in Order:
Visas and Permits

Welcome to the thrilling initial hurdle of your Zimbabwean escapade: the glorious
world of visas and permits! Before you can even think about sampling sadza or
dodging potholes like a seasoned Harare driver, you must first navigate the intricate,
sometimes baffling, but utterly essential realm of immigration paperwork. Think of it
as the initiation ceremony - survive this, and you're one step closer to claiming your
Zimbabwean stripes. Getting this part wrong isn't really an option, unless your grand
plan involves being politely (or perhaps not so politely) escorted back to where you
came from. So, grab a strong cup of coffee (or something stronger, we won't judge),
take a deep breath, and let's untangle this bureaucratic knot together.

Your main point of contact in this adventure will likely be the Zimbabwe Department of
Immigration Control, the gatekeepers of legal entry and stay. You might also find
yourself dealing with Zimbabwean Embassies or Consulates in your home country. Be
prepared for forms, multiple copies of everything, queues (both physical and
metaphorical), and the development of a zen-like patience you never knew you
possessed. While Chapter Twenty-One will delve deeper into the peculiar joys of
Zimbabwean bureaucracy in general, consider this your specific primer for the
immigration chapter of that saga. Remember, persistence, politeness, and paperwork
- preferably lots of accurately completed paperwork - are your greatest allies.

First things first, let's talk tourist visas, as you might need one even for a preliminary
reconnaissance trip, or perhaps you plan to enter as a tourist while awaiting a
different permit (a strategy with its own set of potential complications, mind you).
Zimbabwe categorises countries into three groups: Category A (no visa needed - lucky
you!), Category B (visa obtainable on arrival or beforehand), and Category C (visa
must be obtained before travel from a Zimbabwean embassy/consulate). You
absolutely need to check which category your passport falls into well before booking
flights. Don't just assume based on your neighbour's experience moving to France;
Zimbabwe plays by its own rules.

For those eligible for a visa on arrival (Category B nationalities), landing at Robert
Gabriel Mugabe International Airport in Harare, or another port of entry, means
heading to the immigration counter armed with your passport, the correct visa fee in
pristine US dollars (they often prefer crisp, newish notes and might not have change
for your large bills), and possibly proof of onward travel or accommodation. Queues
can range from non-existent to soul-crushingly long, depending on how many planes
landed just before yours. It's wise to factor potential delays into your arrival plans.
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Category C folks, your journey starts much earlier, involving application forms, photos,
and potentially an interview at an embassy. Give yourself plenty of time - weeks, if not
months - as processing times can be unpredictable. There was also the KAZA UniVisa,
allowing entry into both Zimbabwe and Zambia, mainly aimed at tourists visiting
Victoria Falls. Check if it's currently operational and suits your needs if you plan cross-
border jaunts, but it's generally not relevant for long-term residency applications.

Now, for the main event for many prospective expats: the Temporary Employment
Permit, universally known as the TEP. This is your golden ticket if you're moving for a
specific job. Typically, your future employer in Zimbabwe is supposed to drive this
process, initiating the application on your behalf. They need to demonstrate that the
job couldn't be filled by a Zimbabwean citizen, often involving advertising the position
locally first. However, don’t assume you can just sit back and relax. You, the
prospective employee, will be heavily involved in providing a mountain of
documentation. Think detailed CVs, certified copies of academic and professional
qualifications (sometimes requiring verification from the issuing institution or a
professional body recognised in Zimbabwe), medical certificates, police clearance
certificates, and passport-style photos that meet specific requirements.

The application itself is usually lodged with the Department of Immigration Control in
Harare. While your employer handles the submission, understanding the process helps
manage expectations. It's not uncommon for applications to be returned due to
missing information or a perceived lack of justification for hiring a foreigner.
Processing times are notoriously elastic. The official guidelines might suggest a few
weeks, but reality can stretch into several months. Delays can occur for myriad
reasons, from backlogs at the department to requests for further information. Your
employer’s experience (or lack thereof) in handling TEP applications can significantly
influence the timeline and smoothness of the process. Patience isn't just a virtue here;
it's a survival necessity.

Once issued, the TEP is tied to that specific job and employer. You can't simply switch
jobs without applying for a new permit or having your permit transferred, which
involves its own bureaucratic ballet. The permit will have an expiry date, typically one
to three years, and the renewal process needs to be started well in advance - think
three to six months before expiry, minimum. Don't wait until the last minute, as
overstaying your permit, even unintentionally while awaiting renewal, can lead to fines
or worse. The renewal often involves demonstrating continued employment and
sometimes requires updated police checks or medicals. Essentially, just when you
thought you were free, the paperwork cycle begins anew.

Beyond working, perhaps you plan to reside in Zimbabwe for other reasons. This
brings us to Residence Permits, a category with several sub-flavours. If you're joining a
spouse or partner who is a Zimbabwean citizen or resident permit holder, you'll need
to apply for a permit based on that relationship. Expect to provide your marriage
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certificate (often required to be the full, unabridged version, potentially apostilled or
authenticated depending on where it was issued), birth certificates for any
accompanying children, and proof of your spouse's status in Zimbabwe. The
authorities need convincing evidence that the relationship is genuine and subsisting.

For the entrepreneurs and high-rollers among you, there's the Investor Permit. This
generally requires a substantial capital investment into a Zimbabwean business
venture. The definition of "substantial" can vary and is often linked to guidelines set
by the Zimbabwe Investment and Development Agency (ZIDA). This isn't just about
showing a bank balance; it involves detailed business plans, proof of fund transfers,
company registration documents, and potentially evidence of job creation for locals.
The application process is typically more complex, potentially involving scrutiny from
multiple government departments beyond just Immigration. ZIDA is often the first port
of call for prospective investors to understand the requirements and incentives.

Retirement is another pathway, though less common for expats compared to
employment. If you dream of spending your golden years watching Zimbabwean
sunsets, you'll need to apply for a Retired Person Permit. This generally requires proof
of sufficient independent income from pensions or other sources to support yourself
without needing to work in Zimbabwe. There are usually minimum income thresholds
(often specified in USD per month) and you might need to demonstrate
comprehensive private health insurance coverage, including medical evacuation. Age
requirements may also apply. Immigration needs assurance that you won't become a
burden on the state. As with other permits, thorough documentation is key.

Students planning to study at a Zimbabwean educational institution need a Student
Permit. This requires an official acceptance letter from the university or college, proof
of sufficient funds to cover tuition fees and living expenses for the duration of the
course, medical certificates, and police clearance. The permit's validity is tied directly
to the length of the academic program. You'll need to renew it if your studies extend
beyond the initial permit duration, providing proof of continued enrolment and
satisfactory academic progress. Working on a student permit is generally restricted, so
don't assume you can easily fund your studies through part-time work.

Now, let's talk about the joyous task of gathering the required documents. This can
feel like a scavenger hunt designed by Franz Kafka. Police Clearance Certificates are a
common requirement and you'll likely need one from every country you've resided in
for a significant period (often six months or more) over the last five to ten years.
Obtaining these can range from straightforward online applications to requiring
fingerprinting appointments and protracted waits, depending on the country. Start this
process early, as some certificates have limited validity.

Medical examinations are another standard feature. Often, you'll need a general
health check, possibly including specific tests like a chest X-ray for Tuberculosis (TB)

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

and sometimes blood tests. Check if the examination needs to be done by a specific
panel physician designated by the Zimbabwean authorities or if your regular doctor's
report suffices, provided it covers all required areas. The requirements can sometimes
feel a bit invasive, but compliance is non-negotiable.

Birth certificates almost always need to be the full, long-form, or unabridged version
showing parental details, not the short abstract version common in some countries. If
your certificates (birth, marriage, academic) are not in English, they will need certified
translations. Furthermore, depending on your country of origin and Zimbabwe's
requirements at the time, you might need to get key documents certified, notarized,
or even apostilled (under the Hague Convention) to verify their authenticity. This adds
extra steps, time, and cost to the preparation phase. Always clarify the exact
requirements for document legalization with the embassy or Immigration Department.

Once your dossier of documents resembles a small encyclopaedia, it's time for
submission. You might submit through a Zimbabwean embassy or consulate in your
home country, or, particularly for TEPs initiated by employers, the application might be
lodged directly with the Department of Immigration Control headquarters (often
referred to as 'Linquenda House') in Harare. There are pros and cons to each route.
Embassy submissions involve dealing with officials closer to home but might add an
extra layer and potentially time to the process. Direct submission in Harare might be
faster in theory but requires someone trustworthy on the ground (like your employer
or an immigration agent) to handle it.

Speaking of agents, some people opt to use immigration consultants or lawyers
specializing in Zimbabwean permits. They can help navigate the complexities, ensure
paperwork is correct, and potentially liaise with the authorities on your behalf.
However, they come at a cost, and not all agents are equally reputable. Do thorough
research, get recommendations, and understand exactly what services they will
provide for their fee. A good agent can save you time and headaches; a bad one can
just add expense and frustration.

Let's talk frankly about timelines. Forget any precise estimates you might be given.
While official guidelines exist, the reality is highly variable. Your application joins a
queue, and processing speed can depend on the type of permit, the completeness of
your application, the workload at the department, and sometimes, seemingly, the
alignment of the planets. Assume it will take longer than you hope. Start the process
months, many months, before your intended travel or start date. Build buffer time into
your plans. Following up requires a delicate balance. Gentle, polite inquiries through
official channels (or via your employer/agent) are acceptable after a reasonable period
has passed, but incessant badgering is unlikely to speed things up and may even be
counterproductive.

Be prepared for fees, payable at various stages of the process. These are typically
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quoted and payable in US Dollars and are non-refundable, even if your application is
unsuccessful. Fee structures can change with little notice, so always verify the current
amounts required. Find out the acceptable payment methods - often cash USD at
embassies or specific bank transfers for applications within Zimbabwe. Keep receipts
for everything.

Navigating the system isn't always straightforward. Regulations can and do change,
sometimes seemingly overnight. What was true last month might not be true today.
This is why the advice to constantly check official sources (the Department of
Immigration website, the relevant embassy) isn't just a disclaimer; it's crucial practical
advice. Don't rely solely on anecdotal evidence from online forums or friends who
moved years ago, although those can provide useful context. Treat the official
government sources as your primary reference.

You might encounter situations where instructions seem unclear, or different officials
give slightly conflicting information. This is where persistence and meticulous record-
keeping come in handy. If possible, get important clarifications or instructions in
writing. Double-check every form you fill out for accuracy and completeness before
submitting. Small errors can lead to significant delays. Sometimes, you’ll encounter
requirements that seem utterly illogical or redundant from your perspective. Resist the
urge to argue the point; your goal is to get the permit, not to reform the system. Focus
on providing what is asked for, even if it feels like jumping through arbitrary hoops.

If your permit is sponsored by an employer (like a TEP), your fortunes are tied to that
relationship. If things go sour, or if you want to change jobs, you can't just walk into a
new role. You'll typically need to go through a permit transfer process or apply for a
completely new permit linked to the new employer, which requires their active
involvement and justification. It's wise to understand the implications of your permit's
conditions from the outset.

Finally, the moment arrives. After weeks or months of anticipation, your visa is
stamped, or your permit approval letter lands in your inbox. When you physically
arrive in Zimbabwe, you'll present your passport and visa/permit documentation at
immigration control. The officer will check everything and usually endorse your
passport with an entry stamp indicating your status and duration of stay allowed
initially. Sometimes, you might need to complete further registration formalities with
the Immigration Department within a specified period after arrival to fully activate
your permit - ensure you understand any post-arrival requirements.

Once you have that permit properly endorsed in your passport, take a moment to
savour the victory. You've conquered the first major challenge! This piece of paper (or
stamp) is your official licence to embark on the next stages of your Zimbabwean
adventure. Keeping it valid through timely renewals is paramount. Note the expiry
date, set multiple reminders months in advance, and understand the renewal
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requirements specific to your permit type. Letting your legal status lapse can cause a
world of trouble you really don't need.

Getting the right paperwork is arguably the least glamorous, yet most critical, part of
moving to Zimbabwe. It demands diligence, patience, and a healthy sense of humour
to navigate the inevitable quirks. But with careful preparation and a persistent spirit,
you'll get through it, ready to tackle the next set of challenges and discoveries that
await you.
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