SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Moving to Vietnham

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Visa Adventures: From Notorious Tourists to Model Expats
Chapter 2 Where to Hang Your Hammock: Housing and Habitats

Chapter 3 Dong by the Dozen: Demystifying Vietnamese Currency

Chapter 4 The Great Commute: Navigating Vietnam's Traffic

Chapter 5 Hospitals & Hiccups: Healthcare for Hypochondriacs

Chapter 6 Eating Pho the First Time: Culinary Delights and Dietary Disasters
Chapter 7 The Cost of (Affordable) Living

Chapter 8 Breaking Down Borders: Cultural Do's and Don'ts

Chapter 9 Mastering the Fine Art of Viethamese Personal Space

Chapter 10 In Noodles We Trust: Local Supermarkets and Shops

Chapter 11 Real Estate & Reality Checks: Renting in Vietham

Chapter 12 The Language Olympics: Impressing Locals with Your Viethamese
Chapter 13 Sweet Employment: Finding Work You Love (or Like)

Chapter 14 Laws, Lines, and Licenses

Chapter 15 Banking: Counting on the Dong

Chapter 16 Education Expedition: Schools and Learning in Vietham
Chapter 17 Social Media & Social Etiquette: Making Friends the Modern Way
Chapter 18 Packing the Perfect Essentials

Chapter 19 Holidays and Holy Amazements: Festivals & Events

Chapter 20 Staying Sane: Mental Health and Mindfulness

Chapter 21 Emergency Plans & Everyday Panics

Chapter 22 Visa Extensions and Immigration Inspirations

Chapter 23 Pets in Paradise: Furry Friends in Vietham

Chapter 24 Giving Back: Volunteer Opportunities

Chapter 25 Adaptation and Assimilation: Making Vietham Your New Home

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Moving to Vietnam is like stepping into a vibrant painting that's constantly evolving
with each brushstroke. From its bustling urban centers to its serene countryside,
Vietnam offers a unique blend of experiences for expatriates ready to embrace change
and adventure. Whether you're drawn by the booming job market, cultural richness, or
lower cost of living, this nation has something special in store.

As you delve into the nitty-gritty of relocation, it's important to focus on the
specificities that pertain to Vietnam rather than general expatriation advice. Our guide
bypasses the usual clichés, opting instead for practical advice wrapped in humor to
prepare you for the transition. Remember, while this book offers a detailed roadmap to
settling in Vietnam, the terrain can shift with the whims of bureaucracy and time.
Always consult official resources to ensure you're dancing to the latest legislative
tune.

Visiting Vietnam as a tourist is one adventure, but living here is an entirely different
endeavor. You'll need to get cozy with local customs, laws, and way-of-life quirks that
distinguish Vietham from any other country. Rest assured, however, every challenge
comes with a flavor of its own, making the journey as exciting as the destination.

With chapters dedicated to navigating Vietnamese traffic, finding the best bowl! of pho,
and understanding how the currency leaps and bounds, you’ll be equipped with
insights that are as practical as they are lighthearted. We aim to make your move
seamless and enriching, pointing out where the potholes in the road are, both literal
and metaphorical.

As you prepare for this significant life change, arm yourself not just with information
but with openness and flexibility. Vietnam is known for its warm hospitality, and a
positive attitude can access doors no key can unlock. Look forward to forming
meaningful connections, learning new ways of thinking, and embracing a lifestyle that
is as vibrant as the country itself.

In essence, let this guide serve as your humorous companion, easing the intricacies of

moving to Vietnam while celebrating every step of the way. Here's to turning the
unknown into an unforgettable chapter of your life!
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CHAPTER ONE: Visa Adventures: From Notorious
Tourists to Model Expats

Ah, visas. The glamorous gateway to your new life, or perhaps more accurately, the
bureaucratic jungle gym you must navigate before you can even begin to unpack.
Moving to Vietnam isn't simply a case of hopping on a plane with a hopeful look in
your eye and a backpack full of dreams. Unless your dream involves swift deportation,
you're going to need the right piece of paper, or increasingly, the right digital code, to
enter and stay legally. This isn't like showing up in a European country and hoping for
the best; Vietham keeps track, and you absolutely should too.

Let's be honest, many people have had casual brushes with Vietham's visa system as
tourists. Maybe you snagged a cheap e-visa online in about five minutes, or perhaps
you were one of the lucky nationalities who could waltz in visa-free for a couple of
weeks. That was the easy mode. Now you're playing the full, complex, multi-level
game, and the stakes are significantly higher. Getting this wrong doesn't just mean
missing out on a bowl of pho; it means potentially jeopardizing your ability to live and
work here long-term, which, ironically, might also mean missing out on many bowls of
pho.

The fundamental truth about making Vietnam your home is that you cannot rely on a
tourist visa for extended stays or any form of work. The DL visa (your friendly tourist
staple) is designed for exactly that - tourism. It's a great foot in the door, maybe for
an initial scouting trip or to start the process while your long-term paperwork is
pending, but it has expiry dates that loom large and limitations on activity that
immigration authorities actually enforce. Overstaying is not a good look, and trust us,
it's a headache you want to avoid at all costs. Think hefty fines, potential entry bans,
and an express ticket out of paradise.

For anyone planning to genuinely move here - to work, invest, or join family - you'll be
looking at different beasts entirely. We're talking about the alphabet soup of visas like
DN (business), LD (work), DT (investor), or TT (dependent). Each of these requires a
specific purpose and, crucially, a local entity or individual to essentially vouch for you.
This is where your prospective employer, your own registered business, or your legally
residing spouse comes into the picture, acting as your official sponsor.

Getting an LD (work) visa, for instance, sounds straightforward: you got a job, hurrah!
But in Vietnam, the visa is often the caboose pulling a much larger train called the
Work Permit process. Before you can even apply for the LD visa from abroad, your
future employer needs to prove to the Vietnamese authorities that they genuinely
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need to hire a foreigner for your role. This isn't always a quick or simple exercise,
involving proving your qualifications, your clean criminal record from home and
potentially from Vietnam if you've been here before, and passing a specific health
check.

The Work Permit application itself is a grand tour of bureaucracy, requiring documents
from your home country often legalized or apostilled (fancy words for officially
stamped and verified) by the relevant authorities there, then potentially translated
into Vietnamese and notarized again here in Vietnam. Your university degree? Needs
stamps. Your police check? More stamps. Your marriage certificate, if bringing a
spouse? You guessed it, stamps galore. It's like a scavenger hunt where the prize is
legal employment.

Once the Work Permit is (finally!) approved - a process that can take weeks,
sometimes months, depending on the location and the efficiency of your employer's
HR department - this approval is a key document required for your LD visa application.
If you're applying from outside Vietnam, you'll take your passport, the Work Permit
approval letter, and a stack of other papers to a Viethamese embassy or consulate. If
you entered on a different visa (like a business visa your employer helped you get
initially), sometimes the visa can be processed or adjusted within Vietham, but often a
trip out of the country (a "visa run") is necessary, usually to a neighboring country like
Thailand or Cambodia, to pick up the new visa stamp. It adds an extra layer of travel
planning to the already exciting moving process.

Now, once you have the elusive LD visa stamped in your passport, congratulations!
You can enter the country and start working legally. But wait, there’s more! While the
visa is great for initial entry and for proving your legal status, the real prize for long-
term residents is the Temporary Residence Card, or TRC (Thé tam trd). Think of the
TRC as the VIP pass to living in Vietham. It looks like a local ID card and is valid for
much longer than a typical visa, often for the duration of your Work Permit or
investment license, up to five years.

Why is the TRC so coveted? Because it allows you to enter and exit Vietham multiple
times without needing to apply for a new visa each time you travel internationally. No
more visa runs every few months! It simplifies everything from opening bank accounts
(though some banks might open one with a long-term visa) to registering with local
authorities. Applying for a TRC is typically the next step after securing your Work
Permit and valid visa, and your employer or sponsor will usually guide you through this
process as well. More paperwork, naturally, but the payoff in convenience is
substantial.

The DN (business) visa is another common category, used for short-term business

activities or sometimes as an entry method while a Work Permit and LD visa are being
processed. DN1 is for those working directly with a Vietnamese company, DN2 is for
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those working with foreign companies operating in Vietnam. While they allow you to
conduct business activities, they don't inherently grant permission for long-term
employment in the way an LD visa does. Trying to work full-time on a DN visa long-
term is, like overstaying, not a path to model expat status. It's a temporary measure,
and authorities are aware of its intended purpose.

For the entrepreneurial spirits looking to invest and start their own ventures, the DT
visa stream awaits. DT1, DT2, DT3, and DT4 correspond to different levels of capital
contribution, ranging from billions of VND down to millions. This route requires setting
up a registered foreign-invested company in Vietnam, a process that involves
significant legal consultation and financial commitment. The upside is that DT visas,
especially for higher investment tiers, can be issued for quite long durations (up to 10
years for DT1!), and they also make you eligible for TRCs mirroring the visa validity.
This path comes with its own set of complex regulations regarding business licenses
and compliance, adding another layer of official hurdles.

Dependent visas (TT) are a crucial part of the family relocation puzzle. If you hold an
LD, DT, or certain other long-term visas/TRCs, your spouse and dependent children
(usually under 18) are typically eligible to apply for a TT visa to join you. This requires
proof of your relationship (marriage certificates, birth certificates), which again will
need to be properly legalized and translated. The TT visa allows dependents to reside
in Vietnam but does not grant them the right to work. If your spouse wants to work,
they will need to qualify for their own Work Permit and LD visa based on their own
qualifications and job offer.

Navigating these visa types requires patience and attention to detail. Regulations can
change, sometimes with little notice. What was standard practice last year might be
different this year. The interpretation and application of rules can also vary slightly
depending on the specific immigration office or even the individual officer you're
dealing with. This is why flexibility and a good sense of humor are essential. Expect
delays, expect requests for additional documents you didn't think you needed, and try
not to get too frustrated when the process seems less than perfectly linear.

Using a reputable visa agent or relying heavily on your sponsoring employer's HR or
legal team is often the smoothest path. They are (hopefully) familiar with the latest
requirements and procedures and can help troubleshoot issues that arise. However,
it's still vital for you to understand the basics of your visa type, its expiry date, and
what you are legally allowed to do while in Vietnam. Don't rely solely on someone else;
stay informed. Know your dates, know your status.

One common area of confusion involves the transition from an initial entry visa to a
longer-term status. For example, entering on a DN visa while waiting for Work Permit
approval is common. But there are strict limits on how long you can stay on that initial
visa, and the Work Permit process doesn't stop the clock. If your initial visa is expiring
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and your Work Permit/LD visa isn't ready, you will likely need to exit and re-enter on a
new visa, or in some cases, apply for an extension or change of status while in
Vietnam, though the latter can be more complex and isn't always possible for all visa
types or situations. Planning ahead is key to avoiding last-minute scrambles and
potential overstays.

The rise of the e-visa has simplified short trips and initial entries for many nationalities
(currently up to 90 days, multiple entry for many). It's fantastic for tourists and for
those needing a quick business trip or a way to enter while other long-term
applications are in progress. However, remember that the 90-day e-visa is typically
issued under the DL or sometimes DN categories and does not substitute for a Work
Permit or a long-term LD/DT/TT visa if your intention is to reside and work or be a
registered dependent. Think of the e-visa as a useful tool, but not the solution for
setting up permanent residency.

Speaking of staying registered, once you have your long-term visa or TRC and find
accommodation, your landlord is legally obligated to register your presence with the
local police (Cong an phudng). This is a routine procedure, and while it might feel a bit
intrusive to newcomers, it's standard practice for residents, both local and foreign.
Ensure your landlord does this; it's important for maintaining your legal status and can
be necessary for various official procedures later on. It's just another little piece of the
bureaucratic tapestry that makes up expat life here.

So, approach the visa and residency process with respect, patience, and perhaps a
large folder to keep all your documents organized. It's a fundamental step that
underpins your entire life in Vietham. Getting it right from the start, or at least
understanding the path you need to take, will save you immense hassle down the line.
It's not the most glamorous part of the adventure, but mastering the visa game is the
first level boss you absolutely must defeat to become a truly legal and comfortable
resident. Consider it your first immersion into Vietnamese officialdom - a learning
experience that will prepare you for many more fascinating interactions to come.
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