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Introduction
Welcome to the exciting journey of moving to Slovakia, a country where historic charm
meets modern advancement. Sandwiched between its more famous neighbors,
Slovakia often sits quietly under the radar until one takes the plunge and discovers its
treasures. Nestled in Central Europe, this land of castles, mountains, and quirkily
friendly locals is an underappreciated jewel offering an enticing blend of Old World
mystique and contemporary flair.

Congratulations on considering Slovakia as your new home! Whether it's the appeal of
Bratislava's urban vibrancy, the serene allure of the High Tatras, or the rustic charm of
its myriad towns and villages, Slovakia beckons prospective expatriates with open
arms – and maybe a shot of slivovica to seal the welcome. But before you get too
swept away by visions of halušky and quaint piazzas, there's the small matter of
actually moving here. This guide exists to illuminate that path.

Our aim isn't to lull you into dreamy imaginings or to bore you with the ubiquitous
basics applicable to any corner of the world. Instead, brace yourself for a hearty
plunge into the singular logistics, nuances, and cultural idiosyncrasies intrinsic to
Slovakia. From the oft-overlooked - yet crucial - legal stipulations, to the art of
ordering coffee in rudimentary Slovak, this guide packs in the nuggets you need to
make the adjustment not just bearable, but positively exhilarating.

As much as we'd love for this guide to be your one-stop passport to life in Slovakia,
remember that the world keeps spinning – and laws, regulations, and prices continue
to shift along with it. Hence, while we strive to furnish you with robust insights that are
both relevant and up-to-date, always double-check with the official sources for the
most current details to avoid unwelcome surprises.

Embrace the unpredictability of this move. Pack your bags, charge up your
enthusiasm, and prepare for the captivating chaos of relocating to Slovakia. Your new
life amidst its folkloric tapestries and dynamic cities awaits, promising both challenges
and joys in delightful abundance. 
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CHAPTER ONE: Visas and Residence Permits
Alright, let’s dive headfirst into the glorious bureaucratic labyrinth that is Slovak visas
and residence permits. If you were hoping moving to Slovakia involved simply packing
a suitcase and showing up whistling a jaunty tune, you might need to adjust your
expectations slightly. Particularly if your passport doesn't bear the starry circle of the
European Union. This chapter is your map and compass through the paperwork jungle
– consider it essential equipment, perhaps slightly more useful than that emergency
inflatable moose you packed.

First things first, the process differs dramatically depending on where you're from. It's
like comparing a gentle stroll in the park to scaling Kriváň peak in flip-flops. Let's start
with the scenic route, reserved for citizens of the EU, EEA (that’s Iceland,
Liechtenstein, and Norway), and Switzerland. Thanks to the principle of freedom of
movement, you folks have it relatively easy. You can waltz into Slovakia, find a job,
rent a flat, and generally start living your life without needing pre-approval from
legions of officials. It’s practically magic, EU style.

However, "relatively easy" doesn't mean "zero paperwork." The Slovak authorities, like
officials everywhere, have a healthy appreciation for forms and stamps. If you plan on
gracing Slovakia with your presence for longer than three months – and presumably
you do, if you're reading this book – you are legally obligated to register your stay.
This isn't merely a polite suggestion; it's a requirement. You need to pay a visit to the
local Foreign Police Department, properly known as the Oddelenie cudzineckej polície,
within ten working days of your arrival in the country. Note that the clock starts ticking
from when you physically enter Slovakia, not from when you sign a lease or find the
perfect spot for your inflatable moose.

What do you need for this delightful administrative encounter? Primarily, your valid
passport or national ID card. They need to know it's really you. You'll also likely need
to demonstrate why you're staying. This could involve showing an employment
contract, proof of self-employment, evidence of enrollment if you're a student, or proof
that you have sufficient financial means to support yourself and comprehensive health
insurance if you're just independently wealthy or living off a hefty inheritance (lucky
you). Crucially, you'll almost certainly need proof of accommodation – a rental
agreement with your name on it, or a statutory declaration from your landlord
confirming you reside at their property. Sleeping in a tent in the Tatras, while
adventurous, generally doesn't cut it for registration purposes.

Once you've impressed the Foreign Police with your documents and your charming
personality, you might consider obtaining a residence card, officially titled "Potvrdenie
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o registrácii pobytu občana Únie". Technically, this fetching little plastic card isn't
mandatory for EU citizens. You have the right to be here anyway. However, resisting
the urge to get one is like refusing a life jacket when offered one on a slightly leaky
boat. This card can make countless other administrative tasks significantly smoother.
Opening a bank account, dealing with utility companies, or proving your address to
anyone who asks becomes much simpler when you can flash this official piece of
plastic instead of waving a crumpled rental contract and hoping for the best. Think of
it as a convenience upgrade for your bureaucratic life in Slovakia.

Navigating the Foreign Police office itself can be an experience. Depending on the
location and the time of day, you might encounter queues that test the patience of a
saint, numbering systems seemingly designed by M.C. Escher, and the occasional
language barrier if your Slovak isn't quite fluent yet. Pack some patience, perhaps a
good book, and maybe practice your pointing-and-gesturing skills. A friendly "Dobrý
deň" (Good day) and a smile go a long way, even when faced with seemingly
impenetrable bureaucracy. Remember, the officers are usually just doing their jobs,
processing mountains of paperwork for people from all corners of the globe.

Now, for those of you hailing from countries outside the EU/EEA/Swiss bloc – often
referred to as Third-Country Nationals or TCNs – prepare for a more involved quest.
Your journey typically begins long before you set foot on Slovak soil. Unless your
country has a specific visa-waiver agreement with the Schengen Area for short stays,
you'll likely need a visa just to enter. If you're only planning a brief visit (up to 90 days
in any 180-day period) for tourism or perhaps a quick reconnaissance mission, a
Schengen Visa (Type C) is what you'd need. However, this visa emphatically does not
grant you the right to live or work long-term. Trying to convert a tourist visa into
residency from within Slovakia is generally a recipe for frustration and likely failure.

For the grand project of actually moving to Slovakia, you'll almost always need to
secure permission before you arrive. This usually involves applying for a residence
permit at the Slovak embassy or consulate in your home country or country of legal
residence. In some very specific, narrow circumstances – perhaps if you're a highly
qualified researcher being courted by a Slovak institution, or reuniting with certain
family members already legally residing here – you might be allowed to apply after
arrival. But do not bank on this. Assume the standard procedure is to apply from
abroad unless you have concrete, official confirmation otherwise for your specific
situation.

The cornerstone of your long-term stay will be a residence permit, typically starting
with temporary residence (prechodný pobyt). This permit is always granted for a
specific purpose, and you'll need to prove that purpose convincingly. Common
grounds include employment, setting up a business, studying at a Slovak institution,
family reunification, or engaging in specific research or special activities. Each purpose
comes with its own distinct documentary checklist, tailored to demonstrate your
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eligibility. The validity period of the temporary permit also varies depending on the
reason – perhaps up to five years for employment, or tied to the duration of your
course if you're a student.

Let's talk about the employment route, a common path for many expats. If you've
landed a job offer in Slovakia, congratulations! Your prospective employer will often
play a role in the visa process. They typically need to report the vacancy to the Slovak
Labour Office and sometimes demonstrate that no suitable Slovak or EU candidate
was available – this is the infamous 'labour market test'. Thankfully, there are
exceptions for certain high-demand professions or intra-company transfers, which can
streamline things. The permit you'll likely apply for is often called a 'Single Permit'
(jednotné povolenie), as it conveniently combines permission to both reside and work
in Slovakia. Your work contract will be a key piece of evidence in your application
dossier.

Perhaps you harbour entrepreneurial dreams? Applying for temporary residence for
business purposes is also an option. This usually means either registering as a sole
trader (živnostník) or setting up a limited liability company (spoločnosť s ručením
obmedzeným, or S.R.O.). You'll need more than just enthusiasm; a credible business
plan, proof of sufficient start-up capital deposited in a Slovak bank account (which can
be a fun chicken-and-egg problem), and evidence of secured business premises are
typically required. This path involves navigating not just immigration law but also
Slovak business regulations, so professional advice is highly recommended.

If academia calls, residence for study purposes hinges on securing an acceptance
letter from a recognized Slovak educational institution. Your permit will generally be
granted for the expected duration of your studies. Family reunification allows legal
residents (both Slovak citizens and foreigners with residence permits) to bring their
close family members – typically spouses and minor children – to live with them.
Proving the family relationship requires official documents like marriage and birth
certificates, which often need that special treatment we'll discuss shortly.

Regardless of the purpose, brace yourself for the Great Document Hunt. This is where
the real fun begins. While the exact list can vary slightly depending on the embassy
and your specific circumstances, you'll almost certainly need a collection of papers
that might feel like assembling the Dead Sea Scrolls. Expect to provide a valid
passport with sufficient remaining validity (usually at least six months beyond your
intended stay) and enough blank pages for visas and stamps. You'll fill out an official
application form, usually available from the embassy's website – make sure you have
the most current version. Passport-sized photos meeting specific Slovak requirements
(size, background colour, stony-faced expression) will also be needed.

Then comes the proof section. You need proof of your purpose (the job contract,
university letter, business registration documents, marriage certificate, etc.). You'll
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need solid proof of accommodation in Slovakia. This is a critical hurdle. The authorities
want to see a signed rental agreement in your name, a notarized statement from a
property owner confirming you will live there, or confirmation of dormitory booking if
you're a student. Securing this before your permit is approved can be tricky but is
usually non-negotiable. You'll also need to demonstrate proof of sufficient financial
resources to support yourself. This usually means bank statements showing a
minimum balance, calculated based on the Slovak subsistence minimum – the
required amount changes, so always check the latest figures with the embassy.

And now, the pièce de résistance of TCN applications: the clean criminal record
certificate. You'll typically need one from your country of citizenship and from any
other country where you've resided for more than 90 days within the last three years.
Just getting the certificate isn't enough. This document, along with other official
certificates like birth or marriage certificates issued outside Slovakia, needs to be 
authenticated. Depending on your country's relationship with international treaties,
this means getting either an Apostille (if your country is party to the Hague Apostille
Convention) or undergoing superlegalization (a more complex multi-step process
involving verification by your country's foreign ministry and then the Slovak embassy).
This authentication basically proves that the document is genuine. It’s a bureaucratic
hoop that can add significant time and cost to your preparations.

Think you're done? Not quite. You will almost certainly need proof of health insurance
valid for your initial period in Slovakia. This usually needs to be comprehensive
commercial insurance covering all medical eventualities, meeting specific minimum
coverage requirements set by Slovak law. Only later, once you are formally registered
and perhaps employed, might you transition into the Slovak public health insurance
system. And sometimes, depending on your country of origin and the purpose of your
stay, a medical certificate confirming you don't have any diseases that pose a threat
to public health might be required.

Now, gather all these precious documents. Are any of them not in Slovak? Then
prepare for the translation phase. All foreign-language documents submitted with your
residence permit application must typically be translated into Slovak. And not just any
translation will do. It must be performed by an official translator (súdny prekladateľ)
who is registered with the Slovak Ministry of Justice. These translators certify their
work with a special stamp and clause. Finding one might require some searching (the
embassy might provide a list), and their services come at a cost. Using your cousin
who took a Slovak course online won't cut it. Officialdom demands official translations.

Once your document dragon hoard is complete, authenticated, and translated, you're
ready to submit the application. This usually involves scheduling an appointment at
the Slovak embassy or consulate. You'll pay a non-refundable application fee, which
varies depending on the permit type. Be prepared for a potential interview where an
official might ask questions about your plans, your documents, or your reasons for
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choosing Slovakia. Answer honestly and clearly.

Then comes the waiting game. The official processing time for temporary residence
permits is often stated as 90 days. However, "official" and "actual" can be distant
relatives in the world of bureaucracy. It can sometimes take longer, depending on the
complexity of your case, the workload at the embassy and the Foreign Police in
Slovakia, and the alignment of the planets. Patience is not just a virtue here; it's a
survival mechanism. Try not to chew your fingernails down to the quick while you wait.
Periodic polite follow-ups with the embassy might be possible, but constant nagging is
unlikely to speed things up.

If fortune smiles upon you and your application is approved, you're not quite finished.
If you applied from abroad, you'll typically be issued a National Visa (Type D) in your
passport. This visa allows you to legally enter Slovakia for the specific purpose of
finalizing your residence permit. Once you land in Slovakia, you usually have a very
short window – often just three working days – to report to the Foreign Police
Department responsible for the area where you'll be living. Here, you'll provide your
biometric data (fingerprints and a digital photo) and complete the final formalities. A
few weeks later, you should be able to collect your actual residence permit card – a
tangible symbol of your hard-won victory over paperwork.

Should you fall into one of those rare categories allowed to apply from within Slovakia,
the process involves similar documentation but all interactions happen directly with
the Foreign Police. This doesn't necessarily make it faster or easier, just geographically
different. You'll still need all the authenticated, translated documents, proof of
accommodation, funds, insurance, and a hefty dose of patience.

A quick word on permanent residence (trvalý pobyt). After residing legally and
continuously in Slovakia on a temporary residence permit for a certain period (usually
five years, though conditions apply), you may become eligible to apply for permanent
residence. This offers greater stability, fewer administrative renewals, and broader
access to social systems. There are different types, including one granted for five
years initially and another for an unlimited duration. It's a long-term goal for many, but
your immediate focus will be securing that initial temporary permit.

Throughout this entire process, remember the golden rule mentioned in the
introduction: regulations change. Fee amounts fluctuate, required documents get
tweaked, processing times ebb and flow. Always, always, always consult the official
website of the Slovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Interior (which
oversees the Foreign Police), and the specific Slovak embassy or consulate handling
your application for the most current, accurate information. Don't rely solely on forum
posts from 2018 or advice from a friend-of-a-friend whose situation was different.
Verify everything with official sources. It can save you months of delay and heaps of
frustration. The journey through Slovak visas and residency might seem daunting,
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filled with perplexing forms and mysterious stamps, but with careful preparation,
meticulous documentation, and perhaps a healthy sense of humor about the absurdity
of it all, you can successfully navigate the system and start your new life in the heart
of Europe.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace

http://www.tcpdf.org

