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Introduction
Moving to Nigeria is akin to embarking on a vibrant adventure peppered with
spontaneity and unpredictability. A land replete with stunning contrasts, Nigeria is
where the chaos of lively markets meets the serenity of lush landscapes – a
synchronicity that beckons expatriates seeking both challenges and charm. This
comprehensive guide aims to steer clear of the usual blandness found in moving
manuals, instead opting for a spirited exploration of everything that makes Nigeria a
singular destination for those daring enough to pack their bags.

Lurking beneath the canopy of Nigeria’s bustling cities and expansive savannas are
unique cultural tapestries woven by over 250 ethnic groups. Add to this a potpourri of
languages, energetic festivals, and culinary wonders, and you have a dynamic country
where every day is a new discovery. But make no mistake: moving here requires more
than just a knack for adventure. Think of it as a thrilling cross between running a
marathon and a treasure hunt.

Practicality underlines every chapter of this guide. From navigating the intricacies of
visas and health precautions to setting up utilities in your new home and hailing your
first “okada”—the famed motorcycle taxi—this book is brimming with nuggets of
wisdom that expatriates-to-be will find invaluable. And remember, the landscape of
laws, regulations, and even the cost of living can shift like Saharan sands; therefore,
always cross-check with official sources to stay updated and ready for any curveball
the country might throw your way.

With Nigeria’s notorious “go-slow” traffic often pushing the limits of patience and
flexibility, it’s best to inject humor into every situation. After all, there’s nothing quite
like a bit of levity to transform a jam-packed Jollof rice-filled day into a manageable
expedition. This guide hopes to arm you with not just information, but the wit and
readiness to embrace the unexpected.

In exploring the cultural depths and geographical expanse of Nigeria, this guide also
taps into the invaluable essence of adaptability. Expatriates who thrive here are those
who exude openness—open to a slower pace of life, to the rhythmic beats of talking
drums at a traditional ceremony, and even to the unpredictability of the NEPA’s
blackouts, which seem to come exactly when you’re in the middle of something
important.

Whether for work, adventure, or a dash of both, moving to Nigeria promises a
wonderfully complex and memorable experience. Grab a hearty measure of optimism,
a sturdy sense of humor, and prepare for a journey filled with resilience and reward.
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Welcome to Nigeria, where the heart beats to Afrobeats, and every sunset paints a
canvas of possibility.
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CHAPTER ONE: Pre-Move Preparations
So, you've decided to swap your familiar surroundings for the vibrant, occasionally
chaotic, always unforgettable embrace of Nigeria. Fantastic! Before you start
dreaming solely of suya grills and Nollywood glamour, let's talk brass tacks. This initial
phase, the pre-move preparation, isn't just about ticking boxes; it's about setting the
foundation for a move that doesn't unravel faster than a cheap wrapper in a Lagos
market breeze. Think of this chapter as the strategic huddle before the big game – less
about specific plays (those come later) and more about understanding the field, the
likely weather conditions, and ensuring your team (even if it's just you) is mentally
geared up.

First things first: a reality check. Moving to Nigeria isn't quite like relocating to, say,
Dusseldorf or Delaware. It demands a particular brand of fortitude, a reservoir of
patience deeper than the Niger River, and an ability to find humour when your
meticulously planned schedule spontaneously combusts. The rewards are immense –
cultural richness, incredible warmth, professional opportunities – but the path is often
paved with unexpected potholes, literal and figurative. Acknowledging this upfront
isn't pessimism; it's equipping yourself with the right mindset. If your tolerance for
ambiguity is low and your need for Swiss-watch precision is high, you might want to
pour yourself a stiff drink and reconsider.

Why are you making this move? The answer significantly shapes your preparation. Are
you being dispatched by a multinational corporation with a crack team ready to
smooth your landing? Or are you an intrepid entrepreneur striking out alone? Perhaps
you're joining family, or embarking on a volunteer assignment. Each scenario brings
different resources, timelines, and bureaucratic hoops. If an employer is involved,
understanding the exact scope of their relocation support is paramount. Don't assume
anything; clarify everything from visa sponsorship to housing assistance and security
briefings. Their experience (or lack thereof) in Nigeria will heavily influence your own
initial experience.

Nigeria presents a fascinating duality. It's a powerhouse of potential, brimming with
intelligent, driven people and significant economic activity, particularly in sectors like
energy, finance, and technology. Yet, it simultaneously grapples with infrastructural
deficits that can impact daily life in ways you might not anticipate back home. Reliable
electricity isn't always a given, internet speeds can be… character-building, and
navigating traffic requires strategic genius. Knowing this isn't about complaining; it's
about planning. You're not just moving your belongings; you're adapting to a different
operational rhythm.
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Now, let’s talk timelines. The concept of "starting early" takes on new meaning here.
Depending on your circumstances – particularly the visa required and whether you're
shipping household goods – you should ideally begin active preparations six months to
a year in advance. Yes, really. Bureaucratic processes can be labyrinthine and subject
to delays. School enrollment, especially for popular international schools, often
requires applications submitted far ahead of the academic year. Trying to compress
everything into a few frantic weeks is a recipe for costly mistakes and elevated blood
pressure.

Think of your move as a complex project with multiple interdependent streams. The
critical path often starts with securing the reason for your move – typically a job offer
or admission to a program. This unlocks the visa process (covered in Chapter 2), which
is usually the longest lead item. You can’t seriously hunt for long-term housing
(Chapter 8) without knowing your arrival date and location, which hinges on the visa.
Shipping decisions (Chapter 5) depend on housing size and location. Bringing family
members often requires additional visa steps and proof of accommodation and
financial support. Map these dependencies out, even roughly.

If you have the opportunity for a pre-move visit, grab it with both hands. Spending
even a week on the ground in your destination city (be it Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt,
or elsewhere) is invaluable. It transforms abstract concepts like "traffic" or "housing
market" into tangible realities. You can scout potential neighbourhoods, visit schools,
perhaps even open a local bank account (see Chapter 4) or meet potential contacts. It
demystifies the destination and allows you to make more informed decisions about
what to bring, where to live, and what support you might need upon arrival. Treat it as
reconnaissance for a major life operation.

Let’s consider the family angle, if applicable. Moving children involves more than just
finding bedrooms. Researching and applying to schools (Chapter 17) is a major
undertaking. Waiting lists can be long, and fees for international schools are
substantial – ensure these are factored into your budget or relocation package early.
Discuss the move openly with your children, acknowledging their anxieties and
highlighting the adventure. Consider how your spouse or partner will adapt – will they
be working? Studying? What support networks exist for non-working partners?
Underestimating the family adjustment period is a common pitfall.

And what about furry, four-legged family members? Moving pets internationally is
always complex, but Nigeria adds its own layers. Specific import permits, stringent
health checks, potentially lengthy quarantine periods, and finding airlines willing to
transport animals to Nigeria all require significant advance planning and research.
Don't leave this until the last minute; start investigating the specific requirements for
your pet type and origin country immediately. Sometimes, the regulations and
logistics make it prohibitively difficult.
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The initial financial outlay for a move to Nigeria can be surprisingly hefty. Even before
you touch down, you'll incur costs for visas, medical checks, vaccinations, document
legalization, possibly that pre-move visit, and deposits for shipping companies. Once
you arrive, be prepared for large upfront payments, especially for housing – landlords
often demand one or two years' rent in advance, plus agent fees, legal fees, and a
security deposit. Ensure you have access to sufficient funds to cover these initial
months before regular salary payments (if applicable) stabilise your cash flow. This
isn't the time for financial surprises.

Before you get tangled in the specifics of visa forms and vaccination schedules
(Chapters 2 and 3, respectively), there’s a crucial preliminary step: the great
document round-up. This is the decidedly unglamorous but utterly essential task of
gathering all the personal, professional, and official paperwork you might need. Start
by checking your passport. Does it have at least six months’ validity beyond your
intended stay? Many countries, including Nigeria, enforce this strictly. Are there
enough blank pages for visas and entry/exit stamps? If renewal is needed, do it now –
waiting until you need it for a visa application adds unnecessary stress.

Next, excavate your vital records: original birth certificates (for everyone moving),
marriage certificate, divorce decrees, adoption papers, custody agreements. You
might need these for visa applications, residence permits, school enrollment, or
sponsoring dependents. Make high-quality photocopies and digital scans of
everything. Depending on the specific requirements (which you'll need to verify for
your situation), some documents might need to be notarized or even
apostilled/legalized for use in Nigeria. Investigating this early saves frantic scrambling
later. Don't underestimate how long acquiring official copies or getting documents
authenticated can take.

Gather your academic and professional credentials. Diplomas, degrees, university
transcripts, professional licenses, letters of good standing – these may be required for
certain visa categories (like the STR visa linked to employment) or for professional
registration in Nigeria if you plan to work in a regulated field. Having these readily
available, along with certified translations if they aren't in English, is crucial. If your job
offer depends on verifying these qualifications, delays in producing them can stall the
entire process.

Think about driving. While Chapter 10 delves into the joys (and terrors) of Nigerian
roads, your preparation starts now. Check the expiry date on your current driving
license. Obtain an International Driving Permit (IDP) from your home country before
you leave. While an IDP is typically only valid for a limited time upon arrival, it's often
necessary bridge the gap until you can obtain a Nigerian license and can be useful for
car rentals or initial driving needs. Ensure you get the correct type of IDP recognised in
Nigeria (usually the 1949 Geneva Convention version).
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Consolidate your medical history. While Chapter 3 covers health preparations in detail,
the preliminary step is gathering existing records. Locate your vaccination history
(especially Yellow Fever, as proof is mandatory for entry). If you have chronic health
conditions, obtain letters from your current doctors detailing your diagnosis, treatment
plan, and required medications. Get copies of recent prescriptions. This information
will be vital for consultations with doctors in Nigeria and ensuring continuity of care. It
also helps when packing appropriate medical supplies.

In this digital age, creating a secure digital archive of all these important documents is
non-negotiable. Scan everything: passport pages (photo page, visa pages),
birth/marriage certificates, driver's licenses, IDPs, diplomas, professional licenses,
insurance policies, medical records, prescriptions, employment contracts, bank
statements, eyeglass/contact lens prescriptions. Store these securely in multiple
locations – a password-protected cloud service, an encrypted USB drive kept separate
from your main luggage, and perhaps emailed to a trusted family member back home.
If originals get lost or delayed, having accessible copies can be a lifesaver.

Consider your communication strategy for the initial arrival period. Ensure your mobile
phone is unlocked so you can use a local Nigerian SIM card upon arrival. Research the
major mobile network providers (MTN, Glo, Airtel, 9mobile) and their coverage in your
destination city. Download communication apps like WhatsApp, which is widely used in
Nigeria for personal and even business communication. Inform your bank and credit
card companies of your travel plans to avoid blocked cards due to overseas activity.

Think about your banking needs beyond just having funds (which Chapter 4 details).
Do you need to set up international transfer capabilities with your home bank?
Understand their fees and processing times. Research banks operating in Nigeria –
both local giants (like Access Bank, Zenith Bank, UBA) and international ones (like
Stanbic IBTC, Standard Chartered) that might have relationships with your home bank.
Knowing the options beforehand simplifies opening an account upon arrival.

Start thinking broadly about what you'll actually move (Chapter 5 covers the
specifics). Will you ship household goods, or store them and furnish locally? Shipping
is expensive and slow, involving customs complexities. Furnishing locally can also be
costly, especially for imported items. Your decision impacts timelines and budget
significantly. If shipping, start researching reputable international movers with proven
experience in Nigeria now. Get quotes, check reviews, and understand their process,
particularly regarding customs clearance.

Initial research into your destination city (covered more in Chapter 6) should begin
now. Go beyond tourist guides. Use online forums, expat groups (on Facebook or
dedicated websites), and connections you might have to understand the practicalities
of different neighbourhoods. Where do people with similar circumstances (family size,
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work location) tend to live? What are the reputed schools? Where are the main
supermarkets or markets? What are the common safety concerns in that specific area?
This preliminary research helps frame your housing search later.

If your move involves a job, delve deeper into the work culture (Chapter 16). While
English is the official language, workplace dynamics, communication styles, and
attitudes towards punctuality ("African time" is a real phenomenon, though less
tolerated in some corporate settings) can differ significantly from what you're used to.
Understanding hierarchy, the importance of relationship-building, and appropriate
forms of address can ease your professional integration. Ask your employer or
contacts about typical working hours and office etiquette.

One crucial piece of pre-move prep is managing expectations – not just your own, but
those of family and friends back home. They might have perceptions of Nigeria based
on dramatic news headlines or outdated stereotypes. Help them understand the
realities – the challenges, yes, but also the vibrancy, the opportunities, and the day-to-
day normality for many residents and expatriates. Sharing reliable information sources
can help alleviate their concerns (and potentially reduce anxious calls at 3 AM your
time).

It’s also wise to start developing a basic understanding of Nigerian current affairs.
Follow major Nigerian news outlets online (like The Guardian, Punch, Premium Times,
Channels TV). This provides context for conversations, helps you understand the
issues shaping the country, and might offer practical insights into things like fuel price
changes, political developments, or security situations in different regions. Being
informed shows respect and aids your integration process.

Consider your own adaptability quotient. How well do you cope with uncertainty? How
do you react when things don't go according to plan? Nigeria will test these attributes.
Cultivating patience and flexibility before you move is as important as any logistical
preparation. Learn to take deep breaths. Practice finding the silver lining, or at least
the humorous angle, in frustrating situations. This resilience is perhaps the most
valuable asset you can pack.

Think about personal security from the outset (Chapter 14 covers this extensively).
While this pre-move phase isn't about hiring guards, it is about developing awareness.
Start reading your home country's travel advisories for Nigeria. Understand the
general security landscape and the types of risks highlighted. If your employer
provides pre-departure security training, take it seriously. If not, seek out reputable
sources of information. This isn't meant to scare you, but to foster a mindset of
sensible precaution from day one.

Engage your support network. Moving anywhere is stressful; moving to Nigeria can be
particularly intense. Talk to friends, family, mentors, or even a therapist about the
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upcoming transition. Having people you can confide in, who understand the magnitude
of the move, is crucial for your well-being during the preparation phase and after you
arrive. Don't try to handle everything in isolation.

If you're moving from a country with radically different climatic conditions, start
thinking about your health and comfort (Chapter 3). Nigeria is predominantly hot and
humid. Consider if you need specific clothing, skincare products, or even just mental
preparation for year-round warmth and distinct rainy/dry seasons. Researching the
average temperatures and rainfall patterns for your specific destination city is a
practical first step.

Finally, a gentle reminder about the ever-shifting sands of information. While this
guide aims for practical accuracy, rules, regulations, prices, and procedures in Nigeria
can change with bewildering speed. Always, always double-check critical information –
visa requirements, customs duties, health mandates, banking procedures – with the
official sources: the Nigerian embassy or consulate in your country, the Nigerian
Immigration Service, your sponsoring employer, reputable relocation agents, and your
destination country's embassy in Nigeria. Consider this guide your informed starting
point, not the final word. Think of it as a well-drawn map for a dynamic landscape –
essential for navigation, but always keep your eyes on the actual terrain. Getting this
initial preparation phase right, with eyes wide open and a good dose of planning,
makes the subsequent steps far more manageable.
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