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Introduction
Welcome to your unbeatable guide to "Moving to Palau"! If you're reading this,
chances are you've either stumbled upon Palau while trying to pronounce Micronesia
or you've already been captivated by pictures of its turquoise waters and majestic
rock islands. Rest assured, neither is a bad reason to consider moving; just ensure you
haven't mistaken Palau for some far-off planet in a sci-fi novel.

Palau is a trove of breathtaking vistas and cultural richness, a slice of paradise in the
Pacific that's far enough away to truly "get away," yet governed by a rulebook that
makes sure you can still find Wi-Fi and an occasional cheeseburger. It's an
adventurer's dream, but let us remind you—moving across the world, to a place with
more sea turtles than traffic lights, comes with its set of challenges.

This book is not your typical "How to Move" guide. We've skipped over the "How to
pack a box" chapter because, by now, you're likely a seasoned packing pro. Instead,
we dive straight into the practicalities of moving to Palau, from navigating its unique
visa stipulations to understanding its local customs, with a sprinkling of humor to keep
you amused along the way.

As you prepare to embark on this life-changing journey, it's paramount to remember
that while our advice aims to steer you in the right direction, laws, regulations, and
costs can—and do—change faster than you can say "Babeldaob" five times fast.
Hence, this book is a launching pad; keeping tabs on official sources for the most
current information is your jet fuel.

Beyond the logistics, "Moving to Palau" explores what truly makes life here
extraordinary—the people, the culture, and the spirit of a nation that thrives on
traditional values and the alluring call of nature. We want you to move here as a
visitor and stay as a welcome part of the community, soaking in all the laughter,
learning, and love Palau has to offer.

Ready to dive in? Grab your flippers, because moving to Palau is more than an
expatriation; it's an exploration of what makes life rich in experiences, and sometimes,
in rain (it's a rainforest, after all). Let’s dive into the next chapter where your
adventure of a lifetime truly begins!
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CHAPTER ONE: Preparing for the Journey – What to
Know Before You Go
So, you’ve decided to swap traffic jams for jellyfish sightings and office cubicles for
coral reefs. Excellent choice. Moving to Palau isn’t just a change of address—it’s a
wholesale lifestyle shift. Before you start fantasizing about your future backyard
hammock swaying under a palm tree, let’s tackle the brass tacks of preparation. You
wouldn’t free-dive into the Blue Hole without checking your oxygen levels, so why
wing this move? 

First, let’s clarify something: Palau isn’t a place where you "figure it out when you get
there." Well, unless your backup plan involves befriending a coconut crab for housing
advice. The islands operate on a delicate balance of tropical logic and bureaucratic
reality—meaning some things will seem delightfully simple (no snow shovels
required!), while others will test your patience (hello, import permits). 

The Psychological Prep-Work

Adjusting expectations is half the battle. Palau is paradise, but paradise still has
paperwork. You’re moving to a remote archipelago where Amazon Prime doesn’t
guarantee next-day delivery, and "rush hour" consists of a chicken crossing the road.
If your idea of nightmare fuel is slow Wi-Fi or sporadic electricity, take a deep
breath—this chapter is your therapy session. 

Island time isn’t a metaphor. It’s a governing principle. Meetings start late, paperwork
moves at the pace of a sea turtle, and plans often dissolve like sugar in the rain. If
you’re the type who schedules bathroom breaks, Palau will gently (or not-so-gently)
teach you to exhale. That said, don’t confuse "relaxed pace" with inefficiency—it’s
more about priorities. The ocean doesn’t hurry, yet it gets everywhere. 

The Logistics of Leaving

Cancel what needs canceling. That gym membership? Gone. Your Stateside phone
plan? Likely pointless. Dental appointments? Knock ‘em out now, unless you fancy a
medical vacation to Guam later. Speaking of which, request copies of your medical
records—digitally and physically. Palau’s clinics are competent, but you don’t want
them diagnosing your penicillin allergy via interpretive dance. 

Financial housekeeping is key. Notify your bank you’re relocating, or you’ll trigger
fraud alerts every time you buy a snorkel. Consider setting up an international-friendly
account (Wise, Revolut) for cheaper transfers. And if you’re lugging heirlooms or a
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prized vinyl collection, research shipping options early. Spoiler: container ships to
Palau don’t run on Disney-level punctuality. 

Packing: The Art of Strategic Sacrifice

Here’s the hard truth: you can’t bring everything. Weight limits exist, and cargo space
is precious. Prioritize like your sanity depends on it (it does). Essential medications?
Pack extra. That giant oil painting of your cat? Maybe email yourself a JPEG instead. 

Clothing should be tropical but respectful. Leave winter coats behind—unless you’re
auditioning for a Robinson Crusoe reboot. Lightweight, breathable fabrics rule, but
remember: Palauans value modesty outside beach areas. Leave the booty shorts at
home unless you enjoy being the talk of the village (and not in a good way). 

Electronics pose a dilemma. Voltage matches the US (110V), but humidity eats
gadgets alive. Pack silica gel packs or resign yourself to a laptop that sighs like an old
man every time you boot up. A waterproof phone case isn’t optional—it’s a survival
tool. 

The “Can’t Live Without” List

Some things are worth their weight in checked baggage. Heavy-duty reef-safe
sunscreen? Yes. A three-year supply of your favorite deodorant? Possibly. Quality
snorkel gear? Absolutely—rental fins pinch like vengeful lobsters. 

Then there’s the spice dilemma. If your cooking leans Cajun or Szechuan, stock up.
Palau’s grocery stores cater to local tastes, meaning chili flakes count as exotic. And if
you’re attached to specific toiletries, brace for sticker shock—a $24 bottle of salon
shampoo might make you reconsider the buzzcut lifestyle. 

The Emotional Suitcase

Few admit it, but moving overseas isn’t just logistical—it’s emotional. You’ll miss
things. Maybe family, maybe Taco Bell, maybe the ability to walk into a Target and
leave with seven things you didn’t know you needed. That’s normal. But here’s the
upside: Palau excels at unplanned joys. A random invite to a local feast, a dive with a
manta ray, or the sheer absurdity of watching a fruit bat steal your breakfast
banana—those moments become your new currency. 

Final Checks

One week before departure: triple-check documents. Passport validity (six months+),
visa paperwork if applicable, immunization records (yellow fever certs aren’t required,
but COVID-era rules fluctuate). Print hard copies—your phone’s dead battery won’t
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save you at immigration. 

Tell your loved ones you’ll be offline more. Palau’s internet won’t support your 4K
Netflix binges, but it will teach you the beauty of reading actual books again. And if all
this prep feels overwhelming? Good. It means you’re doing it right. Palau rewards the
prepared—and laughs kindly at the rest. Now, go forth. Paradise (and a minor caffeine
shortage) awaits.
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