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Introduction
So, you're thinking of moving to Nauru? Seriously? Okay, okay, jokes aside (mostly),
welcome! If you've picked up this book, you're likely not just idly daydreaming about
tropical islands. You're probably staring down the barrel of an actual relocation to one
of the world's smallest, most remote, and let's be honest, most unique island nations.
You might need a good magnifying glass to find it on the map, nestled just south of
the Equator, but Nauru packs a surprising amount of... well, Nauru-ness into its tiny 21
square kilometers.

This guide assumes you're not a novice mover. We're not going to waste your time
explaining how to label moving boxes or forward your mail – you've got that covered.
Instead, we're diving headfirst into the quirky, specific, and sometimes baffling
practicalities of setting up life in Nauru. Think of this as the insider's guide, the stuff
you really need to know, delivered without the fluff and hopefully with a few chuckles
along the way. Because let's face it, moving anywhere involves stress; moving to
Nauru requires a healthy dose of patience and a robust sense of humor.

We'll cover the essentials: navigating the visa process (prepare for paperwork!),
attempting to find accommodation (an adventure in itself), understanding the cost of
living (where imported cornflakes might cost more than gold), figuring out the job
market, dealing with healthcare (pack that comprehensive insurance!), getting your
kids schooled, sorting out banking (when options are... limited), and mastering the art
of getting around an island you can circle by car in under an hour (watch out for the
airport runway crossing the main road!).

Now, for the essential, non-negotiable, please-read-this-carefully part: Nauru, like any
place, evolves. Laws change, visa requirements fluctuate, prices go up (rarely down),
businesses open and close, and the internet might suddenly get faster (or slower). 
Consider this book your starting point, your slightly cynical but well-meaning
friend offering advice, NOT the definitive, up-to-the-minute legal or financial
gospel. You absolutely MUST verify critical information – especially concerning visas,
customs regulations, health requirements, and costs – with the official Republic of
Nauru government sources or other relevant authorities before making any binding
decisions or boarding that plane. Don't come crying to us if the business visa fee we
mentioned has tripled by the time you apply. Check. Always check.

This isn't a glossy tourist brochure promising endless white-sand beaches (though
there are some nice coastal spots) or a sermon on the virtues of simple living (though
life is simpler, whether you planned it that way or not). It's a practical, down-to-earth
guide designed to equip you, the prospective expatriate, with the Nauru-specific
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knowledge you need to navigate the challenges and maybe even appreciate the
unique charm of your new island home.

Moving to Nauru is undoubtedly an unconventional choice, likely leading to bewildered
questions from friends and family ("Nauru? Where? Why?!"). It promises an experience
unlike any other. This guide aims to make that experience a little smoother, a little
less surprising (in the bad ways), and hopefully, a successful transition. Right then,
let's get started on your Nauruan adventure!
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CHAPTER ONE: Nauru 101: So, You Think You Know
Small?
Alright, let's talk Nauru. If you're picturing a sprawling tropical paradise with endless
resorts and bustling markets, you might need to recalibrate your mental GPS.
Dramatically. Nauru isn't just small; it redefines the concept for sovereign nations.
We're talking about a country so compact that driving its entire coastline is less a road
trip and more an afternoon errand. Forget states or provinces; think cozy
neighborhood, but with its own seat at the United Nations. With a land area hovering
around 21 square kilometers (that’s about 8 square miles for the metrically
challenged), you could practically jog across it if you were feeling particularly
ambitious and didn't mind the heat.

To put this into perspective, imagine London's Heathrow Airport. Nauru is roughly the
same size. Or think about Monaco, that famously tiny principality – Nauru is about ten
times larger, which sounds impressive until you remember Monaco itself is ridiculously
small. Compared to Vatican City, Nauru is a veritable continent, but that’s setting the
bar subterraneanly low. The point is, space is the ultimate premium here. You won't
find sprawling estates or vast, unexplored wilderness. What you will find is an entire
country operating on an incredibly intimate scale, where bumping into the same
person three times in one day isn't just possible, it's practically scheduled.

This diminutive size isn't just a quirky fact; it permeates every aspect of life. Forget
anonymity; it’s a concept as foreign here as snow. Your business quickly becomes
common knowledge, not necessarily out of malice, but simply because the information
network operates with startling efficiency in such a confined space. This can be
comforting for some, fostering a strong sense of community. For others, particularly
those accustomed to the blissful indifference of large cities, it might feel like living
under a magnifying glass. Prepare for your comings and goings to be noted, your
habits observed, and your choice of breakfast cereal potentially discussed at the local
store.

Geographically, Nauru sits like a tiny, solitary punctuation mark in the vast blue
expanse of the Central Pacific Ocean. Find Micronesia on a map, zoom in considerably,
and just south of the Equator – a mere 42 kilometers (26 miles) – you’ll spot it. This
equatorial proximity dictates the climate, which we’ll get to shortly. More importantly,
understand its isolation. Nauru isn’t part of an island chain where you can easily hop
over to a neighbour for a change of scenery. The nearest significant landmasses, like
Kiribati or the Marshall Islands, are still hundreds of kilometers away across open
ocean. Australia, a key partner and frequent destination for supplies and services, lies
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a considerable distance to the southwest.

This profound remoteness is a defining characteristic. It means everything not
produced locally (which, as you’ll discover, is most things) has to travel a very long
way, usually by sea or air. This has obvious implications for cost and availability, topics
we’ll dissect later. But it also shapes the island's psyche. There's a sense of self-
reliance born of necessity, coupled with a dependence on external links that can feel
precarious. When the supply ship is delayed or flights are rescheduled, the ripple
effects are felt immediately across the community. It fosters a different relationship
with the outside world – less casual connection, more vital lifeline.

So, what does this tiny speck actually look like? Imagine an oval-shaped coral
limestone island fringed by a reef that makes approaching by sea a tricky business,
especially at low tide when the reef is exposed. A narrow coastal strip, varying from
about 150 to 300 meters wide, encircles the island. This is where almost everyone
lives, works, and goes about their daily lives. It’s the location of the main ring road,
government buildings, schools, shops, and homes. It's the bustling heart of Nauru,
relatively speaking. Life here unfolds against the backdrop of the Pacific, with the
constant sound of waves and the feel of sea breezes offering some respite from the
heat.

Step inland from this fertile coastal belt, however, and the landscape changes
dramatically. Coral cliffs rise fairly abruptly towards a central plateau, known locally as
'Topside'. And this is where Nauru's history is etched indelibly onto the land. Decades
of intensive phosphate mining, the source of the island's former immense wealth,
have transformed Topside into a surreal, almost lunar landscape. Imagine a vast area
covered in jagged, weathered limestone pinnacles, remnants of the coral structures
left behind after the valuable phosphate rock between them was gouged out. It’s
stark, barren, and visually arresting – a silent testament to an economic boom that
consumed about four-fifths of the island's land area. Exploring Topside feels like
wandering through the skeletal remains of the island's past.

The highest point on Nauru, Command Ridge, topping out at around 70 meters (about
230 feet), is located on this plateau. It offers panoramic views, but the panorama is
largely of these phosphate fields stretching towards the narrow green ribbon of the
coast and the endless blue beyond. It’s a landscape of profound contrasts: the
relatively lush, inhabited coastal fringe versus the desolate, mined-out interior. There's
no official capital city in the way most countries have one; government functions are
concentrated in the Yaren District on the coast, which serves as the de facto
administrative hub.

Now, about that equatorial climate. Expect heat. And humidity. Year-round. Daytime
temperatures consistently hover between 28°C and 34°C (that’s roughly 82°F to
93°F). There isn't really a 'cool' season, just variations on 'hot' and 'hotter'. Thankfully,
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sea breezes often provide a welcome moderating influence, especially along the coast.
Without them, the humidity could feel truly oppressive. Pack light, breathable clothing
– cotton and linen will be your best friends. Forget heavy jackets or wool sweaters;
they'll just mock you from the back of your wardrobe.

Rainfall is where things get interesting, or perhaps frustrating. Nauru receives a hefty
amount of rain on average, around 2,000mm (80 inches) annually. However, 'average'
is a misleading term here. Rainfall is notoriously erratic, heavily influenced by the El
Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) cycle. This means Nauru can swing wildly between
periods of intense, monsoonal downpours, typically concentrated between November
and February, and potentially severe, prolonged droughts that can last for months,
even years. Water management is, therefore, a constant concern, a topic we’ll revisit
when discussing utilities. Unlike many tropical islands, Nauru lies outside the main
cyclone belt, offering some small comfort amidst the climatic uncertainties.

Understanding Nauru's past is key to understanding its present, though we won't
delve into a full history lesson here. The crucial takeaway is the story of phosphate.
Discovered in the early 20th century, this high-quality phosphate rock became the
island's economic engine. Mining began under colonial powers and continued
vigorously after Nauru gained independence in 1968. For a brief, dazzling period in the
1970s and 80s, the revenue generated from phosphate sales made Nauru one of the
wealthiest nations on earth per capita. Nauruans enjoyed high living standards, free
services, and significant government support.

However, this prosperity was built on a finite resource. As the primary phosphate
deposits began to run out towards the end of the 20th century, the bubble burst. Poor
management of the accumulated wealth and the environmental devastation left by
mining compounded the problems. The transition was harsh, leading to severe
economic decline, unemployment, and a reliance on other, less stable sources of
income. These now include secondary phosphate mining (extracting lower-grade
deposits left behind), selling fishing licenses for its vast Exclusive Economic Zone,
development aid (primarily from Australia), and, controversially, hosting Australia's
regional processing centre for asylum seekers at various times. This boom-and-bust
history explains much about the island's infrastructure, its economy, and the
challenges it faces today.

So, who are the people sharing this unique space? The population is small, estimated
somewhere between 11,000 and 12,500 residents. The majority are indigenous
Nauruans, people of Micronesian and Polynesian heritage with their own distinct
language and culture. Nauruan is the official language, and while you'll hear it spoken
everywhere in daily life, English is also widely understood and used, particularly in
government, business, and education. This is a significant practical advantage for
English-speaking expats – communication barriers are generally low, although learning
a few basic Nauruan phrases will always be appreciated.
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The culture is a blend of traditional Pacific Islander customs and modern influences.
Music and dance retain importance, and certain sports, notably weightlifting (where
Nauru has achieved surprising international success), are national passions. Religion
plays a significant role, with Christianity being the predominant faith, reflected in
various denominations and church activities. Life is generally described as simple and
slow-paced. It’s a place where community ties are paramount, family connections run
deep, and social life often revolves around community events, church gatherings, or
simply spending time with neighbours. If you thrive on hustle, bustle, and endless
novelty, Nauru might feel confining. If you appreciate predictability, close
relationships, and a life lived at a more human pace, it might just suit you.

The governmental structure is that of a republic with a parliamentary system. As
mentioned, there's no single capital city; government buildings are primarily located in
Yaren District. An essential practical detail for anyone planning finances is the
currency: Nauru uses the Australian Dollar (AUD). This simplifies things considerably if
you're arriving from Australia, but requires currency exchange calculations for
everyone else. Having readily available AUD cash upon arrival is highly recommended,
as electronic payment options, while growing, are not yet ubiquitous. Don't expect to
rely solely on credit cards or mobile payment apps.

Living in Nauru means adapting to a certain set of realities shaped by its unique
circumstances. The small size means limited options for shopping, dining, and
entertainment compared to larger countries. The isolation impacts the cost and
availability of imported goods, from food to electronics. The legacy of mining presents
ongoing environmental challenges, including the devastated landscape of Topside and
concerns about phosphate dust. Economic vulnerability remains a factor, influencing
job opportunities and public services. Access to specialized services, particularly in
healthcare, often requires off-island travel, usually to Australia.

These aren't minor inconveniences; they are fundamental aspects of life on the island
that require careful consideration and practical preparation. Subsequent chapters will
delve into the specifics of navigating these challenges – finding housing, managing
costs, accessing healthcare, dealing with utilities, and so on. This initial overview is
simply meant to set the scene, to give you a feel for the place beyond the basic facts
and figures. It's about understanding the context in which your Nauruan life will
unfold.

Nauru is undeniably different. It's a nation compressed into the space of an airport,
facing unique environmental and economic hurdles born from its history, yet
possessing a strong sense of community and a distinct Pacific culture. It's remote, it's
hot, its landscape tells a dramatic story, and life proceeds at its own unhurried pace.
Moving here is not a decision to be taken lightly, but for those prepared for its specific
realities, it offers an experience that is truly unlike anywhere else on Earth. Forget
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your preconceived notions of island life; Nauru operates by its own set of rules, on its
own unique scale. Welcome to the starting line.
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