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Introduction
So, you're ditching the familiar for falafel, floating in the Dead Sea, and finding
yourself utterly charmed by a country where ancient history bumps up against
bustling city life? Welcome to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, a land of dramatic
deserts, breathtaking ruins like Petra, and arguably some of the warmest hospitality
on the planet. It’s a place that captures the imagination. But let's be honest,
imagination doesn't pack boxes, navigate visa forms, or figure out why your Wi-Fi just
died.

That's where this guide comes in. Consider Moving to Jordan: A Comprehensive Guide
your slightly sarcastic, hopefully helpful friend who's already stumbled through the
process. We're assuming you know the basics of moving – the existential dread of
packing, the joy of discovering lost socks, the arguments over bubble wrap. We won't
waste your time explaining what a shipping container is. Instead, we're diving
headfirst into the nitty-gritty specifics of making Jordan your new home base. Think
less "moving philosophy," more "where do I actually pay my electricity bill?"

Forget vague advice applicable anywhere from Alaska to Zimbabwe. This book is laser-
focused on the practical realities you'll face on the ground in Amman, Aqaba, or
wherever your Jordanian adventure takes you. We’ll tackle the glorious hoops of visa
applications, the scavenger hunt for the perfect apartment, the mysteries of the local
job market, and the essential etiquette to avoid accidentally offending your lovely new
neighbours. Expect details, checklists (maybe), and a healthy dose of "you'll laugh
about this later... probably."

This guide is tailor-made for the prospective expat – the professional relocating for
work, the student embarking on studies, the family seeking a new experience, or even
the retiree looking for a unique place to settle. If you're looking for practical,
actionable information specifically about setting up life in Jordan, delivered without
sermonizing and with a side of wry observation, you've come to the right place. We
aim to be engaging, maybe even funny, because let's face it, international relocation
often requires a sense of humor.

Now, for the serious bit (don't worry, it's brief). Jordan, like any dynamic country, is
constantly evolving. This means laws, regulations, visa requirements, residency
procedures, prices, and even the best place to get kunafa can change faster than you
can say "Yalla!". While we've done our darndest to provide accurate, helpful
information based on experiences and available data at the time of writing, this book
must be used as a general guide only.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Seriously, always, always, always double-check critical information with the
official sources – the Jordanian embassy or consulate in your country, relevant
government ministries (Interior, Labour, etc.), your employer, real estate agents, and
official government websites. Think of this book as your starting point, your checklist
of things to investigate further, not the final legal word. Now, with that crucial caveat
out of the way, let's get you ready for Jordan!
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CHAPTER ONE: So, You Think You Want to Move to
Jordan?
Right then. You’ve made the call, or at least you’re circling the idea like a cautious cat
contemplating a suspicious-looking cushion. Jordan. Not exactly the first place that
leaps to mind for everyone planning an international escapade, is it? Tell your friends
and family, and brace yourself for a spectrum of reactions, ranging from "Ooh, Petra!
Send pictures!" to a slightly concerned frown accompanied by, "Isn't that... near...
things?" followed by some vague hand-waving towards a map of the Middle East. Let’s
face it, Jordan doesn't always grab the same headlines as Dubai or Doha, nor does it
possess the backpacker-trail ubiquity of Southeast Asia. And perhaps, just perhaps,
that’s part of the appeal.

You've likely seen the pictures – the Treasury carved into blushing sandstone, camels
silhouetted against a fiery Wadi Rum sunset, maybe even grinning tourists caked in
Dead Sea mud. It’s all true, it’s all magnificent, and you absolutely should go see it all.
But living somewhere is a different kettle of fish entirely from visiting for a week. The
postcard moments are punctuation marks in the everyday prose of life abroad. The
real Jordan experience involves navigating Amman’s notoriously enthusiastic traffic,
deciphering utility bills that seem written in ancient script, mastering the art of the
polite-but-firm queue jump (or defence against it), and discovering the unparalleled
joy of finding za'atar bread still warm from the bakery.

So, why Jordan? What’s pulling you towards this particular corner of the Levant?
Maybe it’s a job opportunity, a posting with an NGO drawn to Jordan's role as a
regional hub for humanitarian efforts. Perhaps you're chasing an academic pursuit,
enrolling in a university or diving deep into Arabic language studies. It could be love,
following a Jordanian partner back home. Or maybe it’s simply a thirst for a genuine
Middle Eastern experience in a country known for its relative stability and deep-rooted
hospitality, a desire to live somewhere with millennia of history literally underfoot, yet
still plugged into the modern world. Whatever your reason, it’s likely more complex
than just wanting nice holiday snaps.

It’s worth taking a moment to consider Jordan's place in the region. Without getting
bogged down in geopolitics (plenty of other books cover that!), Jordan often feels like
an island of relative calm amidst more turbulent waters. It doesn't have the oil wealth
glitz of some Gulf neighbours, nor the tumultuous recent histories of others. What it
offers is a unique blend: a monarchy deeply woven into the nation's identity, a society
navigating the currents between tradition and modernity, and a population generally
welcoming to foreigners. This relative stability makes it a practical choice for many
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organisations and individuals looking for a base in the Middle East, contributing to a
surprisingly diverse expat community.

Now, let's perform a quick reality check. Adjust those rose-tinted spectacles. Moving to
Jordan, like moving anywhere significantly different from home, comes with its own set
of hurdles. You'll encounter bureaucracy that can sometimes feel like performance art.
You'll grapple with cultural nuances that might initially baffle you. The cost of living,
particularly in Amman, might surprise you – it's not the budget destination some
assume. Things might not always work with the clockwork precision you're used to.
Patience won't just be a virtue; it will be a vital survival tool, deployable daily. Think of
these not as deal-breakers, but as integral parts of the adventure package you’ve
signed up for.

For the vast majority of expats, moving to Jordan means moving to Amman. While
cities like Aqaba on the Red Sea offer a resort-like atmosphere and Irbid serves the
north, Amman is the undeniable economic, political, and cultural heart of the kingdom.
Picture a city sprawling over countless hills (prepare for steep walks and even steeper
taxi rides), a place of contrasts where gleaming modern malls sit minutes away from
traditional souks, and where the leafy, villa-lined streets of West Amman feel worlds
apart from the bustling, more traditional neighbourhoods of East Amman.
Understanding this dynamic is key to understanding daily life for most expats here. It's
where the jobs are, where the international schools congregate, and where the social
scene largely resides.

Think about what kind of expat you'll be, as this shapes your initial experience. Are
you arriving on a plush corporate package, with housing allowances and relocation
agents smoothing the way? Or are you landing a 'local hire' contract, needing to
navigate the apartment hunt and salary negotiations yourself? Maybe you're a student
on a tight budget, figuring out shared flats and cheap eats. Perhaps you're
accompanying a working partner, tasked with building a social network from scratch.
Each path comes with different resources, expectations, and immediate priorities.
Knowing where you fit helps manage expectations and tailor your preparations
accordingly. Don’t compare your chapter one to someone else’s chapter twenty,
especially when their first chapter involved a company-paid moving crew.

One crucial cultural concept you'll encounter immediately is "Inshallah." Literally
meaning "God willing," it permeates conversations about future plans, appointments,
and outcomes. While deeply rooted in religious faith, it also reflects a cultural
approach to time and certainty that can initially frustrate expats used to rigid
schedules. "Will the plumber arrive tomorrow at 10 AM?" "Inshallah." "Will my
residency permit be ready next week?" "Inshallah." It’s not necessarily evasiveness;
it’s an acknowledgement that not everything is within human control. Learning to roll
with the "Inshallah" factor, perhaps incorporating it into your own vocabulary with a
wry smile, is a key step towards maintaining your sanity, especially when dealing with
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anything official. It’s the universe’s way of teaching patience.

Let's talk language. Yes, Arabic is the official tongue of Jordan. And yes, you will hear it
everywhere, in its various beautiful and sometimes bewildering dialects. However,
especially in West Amman, among the business community, and in tourist-facing
industries, English is widely spoken and understood. You can survive without Arabic.
But should you? Absolutely not, if you want to move beyond the superficial expat
bubble. Making an effort with basic greetings, numbers, and pleasantries goes an
incredibly long way. It shows respect, opens doors, and transforms simple transactions
into opportunities for connection. Don't aim for fluency overnight, but do aim to try.
We'll get into some practical tips later, but start thinking about it now. Your barista,
taxi driver, and corner shop owner will appreciate it.

What makes Jordan compelling for many is precisely this blend. It’s a place where you
can spend Saturday exploring Roman ruins in Jerash that rival anything in Italy, and
Sunday navigating a state-of-the-art shopping mall. You can haggle for spices in a
centuries-old market in the morning and attend a contemporary art exhibition in the
evening. You can experience the profound silence of the desert and the chaotic energy
of downtown Amman traffic within a few hours' drive. It offers access to world-class
historical sites and stunning natural landscapes, all within a relatively compact
country, making weekend explorations feasible and rewarding. It’s this juxtaposition,
this layering of history, culture, and modernity, that defines the experience.

Ultimately, the question isn't just "Can I move to Jordan?" but "Is moving to Jordan
right for me?" Are you seeking comfort and familiarity above all else, or are you
genuinely excited by the prospect of difference? How adaptable are you when things
don't go according to plan A, B, or even C? Are you ready to trade familiar
conveniences for unique experiences? Do you possess a well-developed sense of
humour, particularly about yourself and the absurdities life throws your way? Moving
here isn't just changing your address; it's stepping into a different rhythm, a different
way of seeing the world. It requires curiosity, resilience, and an open heart. If you’ve
read this far and you’re still nodding along, perhaps with a flicker of nervous
excitement, then you might just be ready. Let's start figuring out the practical steps to
get you there.
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