
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Hidden Venice: The Art and Architecture
Beyond the Grand Canal
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 Cannaregio: The Quiet Canals and Living History
Chapter 2 Castello: Where Venice Breathes Slowly
Chapter 3 Santa Croce: The Art of Everyday Venice
Chapter 4 San Polo: Hidden in the Heart of the City
Chapter 5 Dorsoduro: Reflections Beyond the Accademia
Chapter 6 Palaces in the Shadows: Rediscovering Forgotten Noble Homes
Chapter 7 Schools, Salons, and Private Theatres: New Lives for Old Palazzi
Chapter 8 Secret Courtyards: Wells, Gardens, and Whispers of the Past
Chapter 9 Frescoes Behind Closed Doors: Art in Private Residences
Chapter 10 Abandoned Wonders: The Stories Fading in Silence
Chapter 11 Saintly Hideaways: Lesser-Known Churches of Devotion
Chapter 12 Chapels with Forgotten Altarpieces
Chapter 13 Sacred Relics and Local Legends
Chapter 14 Silent Sanctuaries: Spaces for Solitude and Prayer
Chapter 15 Artistic Heritage in Neighborhood Churches
Chapter 16 The Vital Artisans: Crafting Venice’s Soul
Chapter 17 Mask Makers: Tradition, Transformation, and Identity
Chapter 18 Glass, Fire, and Imagination: Murano Beyond the Tourist Trail
Chapter 19 Weaving Traditions: Textiles and the Stories They Tell
Chapter 20 Boats, Wood, and Water: Venetian Shipyards and Squero Life
Chapter 21 Giudecca: Labor, Industry, and Hidden Chapels
Chapter 22 San Pietro di Castello and Venice’s Forgotten Cathedral
Chapter 23 Murano and Burano: Backstreets, Campielli, and Community
Chapter 24 Lido and the Mystery of the Margins
Chapter 25 Islands at the Edge: Sanctuaries of Silence and Memory

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Venice dazzles the world with the brilliance of its Grand Canal, the gold mosaics of St.
Mark’s, and the timeless scene of gondoliers gliding beneath the Rialto. Yet for every
traveler clutching a map to these famous treasures, there are those who sense that
the city’s deepest beauty hides in its tangled alleys, quiet campos, and behind doors
rarely open to the crowds. This book invites you on a different journey: a passage into
the secret Venice cherished by its inhabitants and overlooked by many visitors, where
art flourishes in silence and architecture whispers stories of lives both grand and
ordinary.

To know Venice is to understand how much is concealed—by the play of reflections on
water, by masked fêtes and rituals, by locked gates and overgrown gardens, and even
by time itself, which layers centuries atop one another like silt from the lagoon. The
most captivating corners of the city are not always the most photogenic or parade-
worthy. They persist in half-forgotten palaces reborn as schools or studios, in the creak
of workshop doors opening onto narrow calli, in chapels lit only by the amber glow of a
single oil lamp. These spaces, preserved or revived by generations of Venetians, form
a tapestry of memory and invention that is as precious as the city’s renowned
masterpieces.

It is easy to imagine Venice as a city frozen in the past, but in truth, its hidden places
reveal a community in constant transformation. Local artisans—glassmakers in
shadowy Murano foundries, mask sculptors on winding Strada Nova, boat builders in
timber-smelled squeri—continue to shape the city as their ancestors did, blending
innovation with centuries-old techniques. The city’s less-traveled sestieri, from tranquil
Cannaregio to vibrant Dorsoduro, still pulse with daily rhythms, revealing an authentic
Venice shaped not for spectacle, but for those who dwell here.

This book charts a course district by district, entering noble courtyards where musical
echoes linger, church interiors painted with devotion and subtle genius, and gardens
preserved by convents or lost behind crumbling walls. It profiles communities on
islands that once rivaled the city itself, and it listens to the voices—both historical and
contemporary—who have kept their neighborhoods alive through floods, tourism, and
the challenges of the modern world. Here, restoration efforts happen out of the
limelight, and stories are passed from artisan to apprentice, neighbor to newcomer,
honoring a legacy that extends well beyond the city’s stone and brick.

Moving through these secret spaces, we also encounter Venice’s greatest
vulnerability: its beauty is fragile, its quiet corners threatened both by neglect and by
discovery’s double-edged sword. The anonymity of these places is a form of
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protection, sheltering them for those with patience and respect. In sharing their stories
and locations, this book hopes to inspire not only admiration, but stewardship—a
gentle exploration that preserves the dignity, wonder, and community of hidden
Venice.

Whether you intend to wander these streets and gardens in person, sketching
alongside a working artist, or simply wish to escape into their world through the
written word, this journey will invite you to see Venice anew. It is an invitation to
linger, to observe details missed in haste, and to find beauty in what endures outside
the gaze of the crowds. Let these pages be your passport to a city that rewards the
curious and the kindred spirit—with surprises at every turn, and inspiration in every
secret corner.
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CHAPTER ONE: Cannaregio: The Quiet Canals and
Living History
Stepping out of Santa Lucia train station, the traveler arriving in Venice usually turns
right, following the throngs towards the Strada Nova, a wide thoroughfare that
eventually leads to the Rialto Bridge and the well-trodden paths of San Marco. But to
truly discover Venice, one must turn left, into the lesser-known expanse of
Cannaregio. This sestiere, the most populous of Venice’s six historic districts, offers a
stark contrast to the city’s bustling heart. Here, the pace slows, the sounds of
everyday Venetian life take over, and the very fabric of the city reveals its
unvarnished beauty.

Cannaregio stretches across the northern part of Venice, bordering the lagoon. Its
name is thought to derive from "Canal Regio," or "Royal Canal," which historically
served as a primary route into the city from the mainland for traders. This district feels
lived-in, authentic, and wonderfully unpretentious, a place where locals outnumber
tourists and the rhythm of the tides seems to dictate daily life more than any
schedule. The long, sun-drenched fondamente (canalside walkways) along canals like
Rio de la Sensa and Canal de Cannaregio are perfect for a leisurely stroll, offering
glimpses into colorful buildings, small cafés, and boats gently bobbing on the water.

Among the district's many quiet charms, one of the most intriguing discoveries is Calle
Varisco, renowned as Venice's narrowest street. Tucked away in Cannaregio, not far
from the Rialto Bridge, this alley measures a mere 53 centimeters at its most slender
point, barely wider than a person’s shoulders. Walking through it is an almost
theatrical experience, a moment of intimate immersion in the dense urban fabric of
the Serenissima. It’s a testament to the ingenious, space-efficient planning that
defined Venice’s construction, where every sliver of land was utilized.

Cannaregio is also home to some of Venice's more unusual bridges, which often go
unnoticed by those hurrying to the Grand Canal. The Ponte dei Tre Archi, or "Bridge of
Three Arches," is a striking example, unique in Venice for its triple-arch design. Built in
1688 by Andrea Tirali, it spans the Cannaregio Canal with two smaller side arches
flanking a larger central one, designed to allow larger boats to pass through. Further
along, the Ponte delle Guglie, or "Bridge of Spires," distinguishes itself with formidable
spires at each of its four corners, a notable addition from its 1823 rebuilding. These
bridges are not just functional crossings; they are architectural statements that
underscore the distinct character of Cannaregio.

The district also holds a profound piece of European history within its boundaries: the

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Jewish Ghetto. Established by decree in 1516 by the Venetian Republic, it was the first
of its kind in the world, confining the Jewish population to a small, segregated area.
Over the centuries, as the Jewish community grew, especially with the arrival of
Sephardic Jews expelled from Spain and Portugal in the late 15th century, the ghetto
expanded, leading to the construction of distinctively tall buildings. Space was at a
premium, and buildings rose to six or seven stories to accommodate the increasing
population.

Within the Ghetto Nuovo (New Ghetto) and Ghetto Vecchio (Old Ghetto), visitors can
explore several synagogues. While only two are still in active use today, the others are
preserved and can be visited as part of guided tours offered by the Jewish Community
Museum. The Scola Canton, dating from 1531-32, and the Scola Grande Tedesca, from
1528-29, were built on the top floors of adjacent buildings, subtly blending with the
surrounding apartments. The Scola Levantina, located in the Ghetto Vecchio, is a
beautiful example of a Sephardic synagogue, rebuilt in the 17th century, possibly with
architectural input from Baldassare Longhena and interior work by Andrea Brustolon,
featuring a magnificent wooden pulpit. These synagogues, often unassuming from the
outside due to Venetian laws forbidding outwardly recognizable Jewish places of
worship, reveal splendid interiors adorned with rich decorations.

Beyond the historical narrative of the Ghetto, Cannaregio offers an array of artistic and
architectural marvels. The Church of Madonna dell'Orto, a stunning example of
Venetian Gothic architecture, stands as a captivating departure from the more
common Renaissance and Baroque styles seen elsewhere in Venice. Built around 1350
by the Humiliati order, its elaborate brick facade features intricate details, including
mullioned windows and a large rose window, hinting at the treasures within. The
church is particularly renowned for its significant collection of works by Jacopo
Tintoretto, who was a parishioner here and is also buried within its walls. Inside,
visitors can marvel at his masterpieces such as "The Last Judgement" and "The
Adoration of the Golden Calf," among others, which grace the apse and other areas.
The interior is structured with a nave and two aisles, featuring marble columns and a
beautifully coffered wooden ceiling that complements the polychrome floor. The
presence of Tintoretto's tomb, a simple engraving in the marble floor of a side chapel,
adds a profound sense of connection to the artistic legacy of Venice.

Another architectural gem in Cannaregio is the Santa Maria dei Miracoli, often
affectionately called the "marble church." This early Venetian Renaissance
masterpiece, completed by Pietro Lombardo in 1489, stands out for being entirely clad
in polished marble, both inside and out. Its exquisite facade, composed of polychrome
marble, is a testament to the Renaissance emphasis on proportion, symmetry, and
decorative detail, albeit with a uniquely Venetian lightness. The church’s origins are
tied to a miraculous icon of the Virgin Mary, which draws visitors seeking its venerated
presence. Its interior, with a coffered wooden ceiling and walls lined with polychrome
marble, offers a serene and harmonious experience.
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For those seeking more secluded artistic experiences, the Oratorio dei Crociferi is a
hidden treasure. Though unassuming from its exterior, this small chapel, part of a
historic charitable institution, boasts an astonishing cycle of paintings by Palma il
Giovane. Executed between 1583 and 1592, these eight canvases vividly depict
events related to the Crociferi order and the hospice, as well as religious scenes,
entirely covering the walls and ceiling. The glowing reds and golds in the robes of the
painted dignitaries are particularly striking in the dusky light of the oratory. This
artistic complex is notable for being one of the few instances in 16th-century Venice,
besides Tintoretto’s work at the Scuola Grande di San Rocco, where a single artist was
commissioned to decorate an entire space.

Cannaregio also offers tranquil retreats in its surprising number of hidden gardens.
While Venice is often envisioned as a city of stone and water, many verdant
sanctuaries exist behind palace facades or within convent cloisters. The Mystical
Garden of the Discalced Carmelites, near the Santa Lucia train station, is one such
serene space, restored and reopened to the public in 2015. It plays a role in
safeguarding lagoon biodiversity and features distinct thematic areas, including one
dedicated to medicinal herbs. Another captivating example is the garden of Palazzo
Contarini dal Zaffo. Located in the northernmost part of Cannaregio, this garden, once
a gathering place for writers and artists, offers shaded paths, ancient trees, classical
statues, and views of the lagoon and islands beyond. It was a setting for intellectual
salons, notably for the Princess of Polignac in the early 20th century, who hosted
figures like Igor Stravinsky. While its formal Italian garden appearance has changed
over time, a view by Francesco Guardi from the late 18th century captures its earlier
splendor. The Palazzo Morosini dal Giardin also holds a garden, lovingly cared for by
Dominican nuns, with diverse vegetation, including flowers, vegetable gardens, and
fruit trees.

As one wanders the less-trodden paths of Cannaregio, beyond the bustling Strada
Nova, the sounds of daily life filter through the narrow calli. The Fondamenta della
Misericordia and Fondamenta dei Ormesini are particularly vibrant, lined with local 
bàcari (traditional wine bars) and restaurants where Venetians gather for cicchetti and
conversation. These canalside walks offer a more intimate view of Venice, reflecting its
architecture and the quiet life unfolding around them. Dining at a canalside
establishment like Al Timon, known for its grilled meats and a unique atmosphere,
with seating available aboard boats in the canal, offers a truly local experience.

Hidden amidst the residential areas are also glimpses of more pragmatic Renaissance
architecture, such as the 16th-century palaces along Fondamenta San Giobbe, built as
homes for merchants and local families, featuring Tuscan columns and classical
entablatures. The Palazzo Dolfin Manin, also in Cannaregio, showcases a balanced
Serlian facade, exemplifying Renaissance design on a more human scale.
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Finally, the circular Church of La Maddalena, tucked away on a small campo off the
Strada Nova, offers a fascinating architectural anomaly. Rebuilt in the late 18th
century by Tommaso Temanza with a circular plan inspired by Rome’s Pantheon, it
features a distinctive portal adorned with Masonic symbols, hinting at a historical
connection to the Knights Templar. While often closed, its unique form and intriguing
history make it a notable, albeit elusive, hidden gem.

Cannaregio, with its quiet canals, living history, and hidden masterpieces, invites the
curious traveler to slow down and truly absorb the authentic spirit of Venice. It is a
district that rewards exploration, revealing a deeper, more intimate side of the city
beyond the well-known postcards. Here, the past and present intertwine seamlessly,
offering a profound sense of connection to the enduring beauty and daily life of
Venice.
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This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.
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