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Introduction
Right then, let's get one thing straight. You've picked up a book called "Moving to
Congo." Either you're seriously considering a move that would make your sensible
Aunt Mildred clutch her pearls, you're already committed and mildly terrified, or you
just enjoy armchair adventuring from a safe distance. Whichever it is, welcome! This
isn't your standard relocation guide filled with generic advice about labelling boxes or
forwarding your mail. We assume you know how to pack a suitcase. What you
probably don't know is how to navigate the delightful chaos and unique challenges of
setting up life in Central Africa.

First things first: "Congo" isn't just one place. It's two distinct countries sharing a name
and a massive river, like awkward cousins at a family reunion. You've got the Republic
of the Congo (ROC), often called Congo-Brazzaville, known for its oil and slightly more
chilled vibe (relatively speaking). Then there's the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), or Congo-Kinshasa, a vast, resource-rich nation famous for its music, its
minerals, and, let's be honest, its rather dramatic headlines. They have different
presidents, different laws, different currencies (mostly), and definitely different
security briefings. Job one for you, dear reader, is figuring out which Congo you're
actually moving to. This guide will cover both, pointing out the key differences, but
you'll need to do your homework specific to your destination. Brazzaville isn't
Kinshasa, and confusing the two is a rookie mistake we'll help you avoid.

This guide aims to be your slightly cynical but ultimately helpful friend who's been
there, done that, and has the mosquito bite scars to prove it. We're skipping the fluff
and diving headfirst into the practical stuff you really need to know. Think less
"embrace the journey" and more "here's how to get a visa without losing your mind,"
"why you absolutely need medical evacuation insurance," "how to find an apartment
where the generator actually works," and "navigating roads that sometimes resemble
abstract art installations." We’ll touch on the joys of intermittent electricity, the thrill of
discovering imported cheese in a supermarket, and the fine art of negotiating taxi
fares.

Life in either Congo can be an incredible adventure. You might be heading there for a
lucrative job in mining or oil, a fulfilling role with an NGO, a diplomatic posting, or
maybe you just really, really love Congolese rumba. Whatever your reason, you'll find
vibrant cultures, stunning landscapes (when you can get to them), and genuinely
warm and resilient people. But let's not sugarcoat it: you'll also face significant
hurdles. Infrastructure can be… rudimentary. Bureaucracy can be… creative. Safety
requires constant vigilance, not paranoia, but definitely paying attention. This book is
about preparing you for those realities with practical tips and, hopefully, a chuckle or

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

two along the way.

We'll cover the essentials: wrestling with visa applications, finding somewhere to live
that doesn't require malaria tablets indoors, understanding the local work culture,
dealing with healthcare (or the lack thereof), keeping yourself and your belongings
secure, and figuring out the money situation. We'll even delve into the critical
differences between ROC and DRC where they matter most for daily life. It's about
giving you the specific, grounded information that general moving guides blissfully
ignore because, frankly, moving to Brazzaville or Kinshasa isn't quite like moving to
Brussels or Kansas.

And now, for the mandatory but crucial disclaimer: Things change. Fast. Especially in
places as dynamic as the Congos. Laws get updated, visa rules morph, prices inflate,
phone companies merge, security situations ebb and flow, and that great little
restaurant we recommend might vanish overnight. Consider this book your starting
point, your orientation, your slightly sarcastic reality check. But always, always,
always double-check critical information – especially regarding visas, health
requirements, security advisories, and legal matters – with official sources like the
relevant embassy, government websites, your employer, and trusted local contacts
before you make any firm plans or part with any cash. Think of this guide as your map,
but remember to check the real-time traffic reports before you set off. Now, buckle up
– it’s going to be an interesting ride!
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CHAPTER ONE: So, You're Moving to Congo? Which
One, Exactly?
Alright, let’s address the elephant in the room, or perhaps the two slightly different-
looking elephants sharing the same patch of savanna. You've told your friends, family,
and possibly a bewildered customs officer back home that you're "moving to Congo."
Cue the blank stares, the slightly worried frowns, and maybe a vague question about
gorillas or Mobutu Sese Seko, depending on their age and news consumption habits.
The most crucial question, however, the one that absolutely must be answered before
you book a flight, pack a single bag, or apply for any visa, is deceptively simple: Which
Congo are we talking about?

It sounds like a trick question, doesn't it? Like asking someone moving to Dakota
which one they mean. But unlike North and South Dakota, which are clearly delineated
parts of the same country, the Congos are entirely separate nations. They are distinct
sovereign states with different flags, different governments, different laws, different
phone networks, and often, vastly different daily realities. Getting this wrong isn't just
a geographical faux pas; it's the kind of mistake that could land you in the wrong
capital city, holding the wrong visa (or no visa), expecting the wrong currency, and
generally starting your exciting expat adventure on a footing so wrong it’s practically
sideways.

On one side of the majestic, continent-cleaving Congo River, you have the Republic
of the Congo, often known colloquially and diplomatically as Congo-Brazzaville. Its
capital, Brazzaville, sits relatively calmly on the northern bank. It’s the smaller of the
two countries in both land area and population. Think of it, perhaps, as the slightly less
boisterous sibling, historically linked to France, running primarily on oil revenue, and
generally presenting a somewhat more predictable, if still challenging, environment
for newcomers.

Staring right back at it from the southern bank of that same mighty river, close
enough that you could theoretically shout across (though probably inadvisable), lies 
Kinshasa, the sprawling, pulsating capital of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, or DRC. This is the behemoth, the second-largest country in Africa by area,
with a population bursting at the seams, estimated at over 100 million souls. The DRC
is a land of staggering mineral wealth, legendary music, profound beauty, and, frankly,
equally staggering challenges, including complex security issues, particularly in its
vast eastern regions. Its historical ties are Belgian, its scale is immense, and its energy
is often described as chaotic, vibrant, and utterly overwhelming.
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The fact that their capitals, Brazzaville and Kinshasa, are the two closest capital cities
in the world (barring Rome and Vatican City, which is cheating slightly) only adds a
layer of geographical irony to the potential confusion. You can literally see one from
the other across the river. This proximity fools people. They think, "Ah, they must be
practically the same place!" No, no, they are not. Crossing that river involves border
controls, visa requirements for both sides, and entering a demonstrably different
national context. Think of it like looking across the water from Dover to Calais – visibly
close, yet distinctly separate countries with their own rules and vibes.

So why the shared name? It largely stems from the river itself, the lifeblood of the
region, which gave its name to the pre-colonial Kongo Kingdom. When the European
powers carved up Africa, the French took one side of the lower river basin, the
Belgians took the other, larger chunk. Both territories eventually incorporated "Congo"
into their names upon independence, leading to decades of potential confusion for
postal workers, travel agents, and well-meaning but geographically fuzzy relatives
worldwide. Add in various name changes over the years (DRC was famously known as
Zaire under Mobutu from 1971 to 1997), and you have a recipe for international head-
scratching.

The difference in scale between the two nations cannot be overstated, and it
permeates almost every aspect of life. The DRC is vast – roughly the size of Western
Europe. This sheer size means immense diversity in peoples, languages, and
landscapes, but also contributes to significant infrastructure challenges. Governing
and connecting such a massive territory, especially one with dense rainforests and
limited road networks, is a monumental task. Internal travel within the DRC is often
difficult, expensive, and primarily relies on air travel or arduous river journeys. News
from the eastern provinces, thousands of kilometers away, might feel like reports from
a different country entirely, even when you're in Kinshasa.

The Republic of the Congo, by contrast, is much smaller, about the size of Germany.
While still facing its own infrastructure hurdles, its more compact geography and
smaller population (around 5-6 million) make it feel, in some ways, more manageable.
Its population is concentrated primarily in the south, around Brazzaville and the
coastal economic hub of Pointe-Noire. While internal travel isn't exactly a walk in the
park, the distances involved are less daunting than in its giant neighbour. This
difference in scale fundamentally shapes the national experience and the type of
logistical planning required for anyone living or working there.

Beyond the physical size, there's a difference in what you might call the 'ambient hum'
of daily life. The DRC, particularly Kinshasa, often feels dialed up to eleven. It's a city
of intense energy, constant movement, sharp contrasts, and palpable hustle. The
challenges are often more visible, the potential for sudden disruption perhaps higher,
but there's also an undeniable dynamism. It’s a place where fortunes can be sought (if
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not always found) in mining, where the UN and a massive NGO community grapple
with complex humanitarian issues, and where resilience and creativity flourish amidst
adversity. It demands a certain robustness from its residents.

Brazzaville, and ROC more generally, often strikes newcomers as having a slightly
slower pace, a less overtly chaotic atmosphere. This is, of course, relative – it's still a
major Central African city with its own complexities. But the general tenor feels less
frenetic than Kinshasa's. Political stability has been more consistent in recent years
compared to the ongoing conflicts plaguing parts of the DRC. While crime exists,
particularly opportunistic theft in the main cities, the security profile is generally
perceived by the expat community as less acutely worrying than across the river,
especially compared to the eastern DRC. This difference in perceived stability and
daily intensity is a major factor for prospective residents to consider.

The economic focus also diverges significantly, shaping the expat job market. The
Republic of the Congo's economy is heavily dependent on oil, particularly offshore
reserves near Pointe-Noire. Consequently, many expatriates in ROC are involved in the
oil and gas sector, logistics, shipping, or related support services. There's also a
diplomatic community in Brazzaville and a smaller NGO presence compared to its
neighbor. The government is making efforts to diversify, but oil remains the dominant
economic engine influencing the opportunities available.

The Democratic Republic of the Congo, on the other hand, sits atop a veritable
treasure chest of minerals – cobalt, copper, diamonds, gold, coltan (essential for your
smartphone), and more. This geological lottery drives a significant part of the formal
economy and attracts a large number of expats working for international mining
companies, geological surveyors, and associated industries, particularly in Kinshasa
and the southern city of Lubumbashi. Alongside this, the DRC's long-standing
humanitarian crises mean it hosts one of the world's largest UN peacekeeping
missions (MONUSCO) and a vast constellation of international NGOs working in aid,
development, health, and human rights. This creates numerous opportunities for
expats in those sectors.

This economic divergence means the type of job bringing you to "Congo" is often a
strong clue about which Congo it is. If your contract mentions offshore platforms or
petroleum engineering, chances are high you're heading for ROC (likely Pointe-Noire).
If it talks about cobalt extraction, humanitarian logistics, or UN peacekeeper support,
you're almost certainly destined for the DRC (perhaps Kinshasa, Lubumbashi, or even
Goma in the east, if you're particularly adventurous/assigned there). Double-check
that offer letter, the company's registered address, and the specific project location.
Don't assume anything based on the word "Congo" alone.

Imagine the delightful administrative tangle you’d create by applying for a DRC work
visa for a job based in Brazzaville. You’d be barking up the wrong embassy tree
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entirely. Each country has its own embassies and consulates, its own specific visa
forms, requirements, and processing timelines (which we’ll wrestle with in Chapter 2).
They are not interchangeable. Showing up at the DRC embassy with paperwork for a
job in Pointe-Noire will likely result in polite confusion at best, and outright rejection at
worst. Similarly, booking a flight to FIH (N'djili International Airport, Kinshasa) when
your welcome committee is waiting at BZV (Maya-Maya Airport, Brazzaville) is going to
make for a very awkward and expensive first day.

Even basic communication differs. While you'll find overlapping mobile providers like
Airtel or Vodacom (in DRC) operating across Africa, the specific country networks, SIM
cards, and dialing codes are distinct. Topping up your DRC phone credit won't work on
a ROC network, and vice-versa. Internet service providers, speeds, and reliability also
vary independently between the two nations – a critical factor for anyone needing
stable connectivity for work or sanity. Again, knowing your precise destination is step
one before researching local SIM deals or broadband packages.

Let's talk about money for a moment, though we'll dive deeper in Chapter 4. The
Republic of the Congo uses the Central African CFA franc (XAF), a currency shared with
several other Central African nations and pegged to the Euro. The Democratic
Republic of the Congo uses the Congolese Franc (CDF). While the US dollar is widely
used in the DRC, especially for large transactions like rent and within the expat
economy, the official currency is different. This has practical implications for banking,
budgeting, and everyday transactions. Turning up in Brazzaville expecting to pay your
rent in crisp US dollars might not go down as smoothly as it often does in Kinshasa.

Even the linguistic landscape, while dominated by French as the official language in
both countries, has its nuances. Lingala is a major lingua franca spoken widely in both
Brazzaville and Kinshasa, a legacy of the river trade routes. However, the sheer size of
the DRC means it encompasses vast regions where other major languages hold sway –
Swahili in the east and south-east, Tshiluba in the south-central region, and Kikongo in
the west. While learning French is essential for either country, and Lingala is incredibly
useful in the capitals, someone moving to Lubumbashi in the DRC might find Swahili
more prevalent locally than Lingala. In ROC, while other languages exist (like
Kituba/Kikongo dialects), the linguistic landscape outside Brazzaville doesn't have
quite the same continental scale of diversity as the DRC's.

So, how do you, the intrepid prospective mover, ensure you're aiming for the correct
Congo? It sounds basic, but triple-check everything: First, look at the full, official
name of the country on your documents, job offer, or invitation letter. Is it "Republic
of the Congo" or "Democratic Republic of the Congo"? Don't rely on shorthand.
Second, confirm the capital city. Is it Brazzaville or Kinshasa? Or perhaps another
major city like Pointe-Noire (ROC) or Lubumbashi (DRC)? Pinpoint your exact
destination city. Third, check the airport code if you're looking at flights: BZV for
Brazzaville, FIH for Kinshasa. Other cities like Pointe-Noire (PNR) or Lubumbashi (FBM)
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have their own codes. Fourth, identify the embassy or consulate you need to deal
with for your visa. Which country's name is above the door (or on the website)? That’s
your Congo. Fifth, pay attention to the currency mentioned in financial discussions or
contracts. Is it primarily XAF (CFA Francs) or CDF (Congolese Francs), even if USD is
used alongside?

Getting this fundamental identification right is the bedrock upon which all your other
preparations must be built. It dictates which visa process you follow, which health
precautions are most emphasized (though many overlap), which security briefings you
need to heed most closely, what kind of banking setup you'll need, where you'll look
for housing, and even which sections of this guide might be slightly more relevant to
your specific situation. While we'll continue to highlight key differences between ROC
and DRC throughout this book, the responsibility ultimately lies with you to know
precisely where on that map of Central Africa you're planning to plant your flag (or at
least unpack your suitcase).

Consider this chapter your first, most crucial orientation step. Before you worry about
malaria pills or shipping containers, before you fret about finding decent coffee or
deciphering utility bills, make absolutely certain you know whether you're bound for
the Republic north of the river, or the Democratic Republic to the south. Once you've
got that sorted, we can move on to the delightful specifics of actually getting there
and staying there. Getting the country right might not guarantee a smooth ride – this
is Congo, after all – but getting it wrong guarantees a bumpy start. So, take a deep
breath, check your paperwork one more time, and let's proceed with eyes wide open,
aimed squarely at the correct Congo.
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Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace

http://www.tcpdf.org

