
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Moving to Cyprus
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 Why Cyprus? (Beyond the Sunshine and Halloumi)
Chapter 2 EU vs. Non-EU: Decoding Your Entry Ticket to Paradise
Chapter 3 The Yellow Slip Shuffle: Mastering Registration for EU Citizens
Chapter 4 Pink Slips and Patience: Temporary Residence Without Pulling Your
Hair Out
Chapter 5 Working Wonders: Landing a Job and the All-Important Permit
Chapter 6 Going Permanent: Residency Options (Including the 'Golden' One)
Chapter 7 Digital Nomads Ahoy! Conquering the Remote Worker Visa
Chapter 8 Finding Your Nest: Renting Property Without the Drama
Chapter 9 Buying Bricks & Mortar: Navigating the Property Purchase
Pilgrimage
Chapter 10 Location, Location, Location: Choosing Your Cypriot Command
Centre
Chapter 11 Counting the Euros: What Things Really Cost (Spoiler: It Varies!)
Chapter 12 Earning a Crust: The Cypriot Job Market and Office Quirks
Chapter 13 Your Own Business? Setting Up Shop and Loving the Low
Corporate Tax
Chapter 14 Taxing Times (Made Tolerable): Income Tax and the Magic Non-
Dom Status
Chapter 15 GESY Does It! Understanding the Public Healthcare Labyrinth
Chapter 16 Going Private: Healthcare Options When GESY Isn't Your Only Bet
Chapter 17 School Days: Education Choices for Your Little Darlings (and You!)
Chapter 18 Banking Banter: Opening Accounts and Managing Your Moolah
Chapter 19 Keep Left! Driving, Buses, and Dodging Potholes Like a Pro
Chapter 20 Culture Shock Absorbers: Mastering 'Siga Siga' and Local
Etiquette
Chapter 21 Speaking Cypriot (Sort Of): Language, English, and Getting By
Chapter 22 Meze, Mountains, and More: Making the Most of Cypriot Leisure
Time
Chapter 23 Furry Diplomacy: Bringing Your Beloved Pets Across Borders
Chapter 24 Getting Connected: Sorting Utilities Without Losing the Will to Live
Chapter 25 You've Arrived! Your Essential First-Weeks Checklist

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
So, you're thinking of moving to Cyprus? Excellent choice! Visions of sun-drenched
beaches, mezze platters stretching to infinity, and maybe even a cheeky tax
advantage or two are likely dancing in your head. And why shouldn't they? Cyprus, the
island of Aphrodite, has seduced many with its blend of Mediterranean charm, ancient
history, and modern conveniences. But let's be honest, moving anywhere involves
about as much fun as untangling a decade's worth of Christmas lights while
blindfolded. Moving internationally? That adds a whole new level of potential chaos.

This guide isn't here to tell you how to label your packing boxes or remind you to
forward your mail – we assume you've graduated from Moving 101. Instead, we're
diving headfirst into the glorious, sometimes baffling, specifics of relocating to this
particular sunny rock in the Eastern Mediterranean. Forget generic advice; we're
talking Yellow Slips vs. Pink Slips, the mysteries of the GESY healthcare system, the
unwritten rules of driving on the left (again!), and navigating the bureaucracy that can
sometimes feel like a leftover from the Byzantine Empire (bless its heart).

Our mission is to be your practical, slightly sarcastic friend guiding you through the
process. We'll try to inject some humour where possible because, frankly, sometimes
you just have to laugh to keep from weeping into your halloumi. Expect details on
visas (the ever-shifting sands!), finding a place to live without accidentally buying a
donkey sanctuary, understanding the job market, setting up banking, bringing Fido or
Fluffy along for the ride, and deciphering the true meaning of "siga siga" (slowly,
slowly). We promise not to preach or lecture – just straight-talking advice based on the
realities of the move.

Cyprus truly offers a fantastic lifestyle. Whether you're coming for work, retirement,
investment, or to join the growing ranks of digital nomads escaping colder climes, the
island has a lot going for it. The welcome is generally warm, English is widely spoken
(though a few Greek phrases go a long way), the food is fabulous, and the quality of
life can be superb. But getting settled involves hurdles specific to Cyprus, and that's
what we're here to help you clear.

Now, for the essential bit of housekeeping, delivered with the gravity it deserves: 
Things change. Fast. Laws, immigration rules, visa requirements, tax regulations,
property procedures, the cost of a decent kebab – they're all subject to alteration,
sometimes seemingly on a whim. Bureaucratic processes can evolve, and official
websites might not always be updated at lightning speed.

Therefore, while this book aims to be as accurate and helpful as possible at the time of
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writing, consider it your trusty map, not the infallible GPS. Always, always
double-check critical information – especially regarding visas, residency, property law,
and taxes – with the official sources. That means consulting the relevant Cypriot
government departments (like the Civil Registry and Migration Department), the
Cypriot embassy or consulate in your country, qualified local lawyers, and registered
real estate agents before making any binding decisions or booking that one-way flight.
Think of this guide as your knowledgeable companion pointing you in the right
direction, but always verify the path with the official signposts. Right, disclaimer done.
Let's get you moving to Cyprus!
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CHAPTER ONE: Why Cyprus? (Beyond the Sunshine
and Halloumi)
Alright, let's get the unavoidable out of the way first. Yes, Cyprus has sunshine. Lots of
it. Like, an almost offensive amount if you hail from perpetually grey climes. We're
talking over 300 days a year where sunglasses aren't just a fashion accessory, they're
essential safety equipment. And yes, the beaches are generally lovely, ranging from
family-friendly sandy stretches to rugged, dramatic coves. The Mediterranean laps
gently (mostly) at the shores, looking impossibly blue in holiday brochures and,
irritatingly, often just as blue in real life.

And the halloumi. Oh, the halloumi. That glorious, squeaky, salty cheese that grills to
perfection and finds its way into, onto, and alongside almost everything. It’s practically
the island's mascot. If you don't like halloumi, moving here might require some serious
soul-searching, or at least developing a polite refusal strategy. So, sunshine, beaches,
delicious cheese – tick, tick, tick. If that's all you needed to know, congratulations, you
can probably skip the rest of this book and just book your flight. But for most people
contemplating the upheaval of an international move, the decision usually involves
slightly more than good weather and a superior grilling cheese. Cyprus packs a
surprising number of other punches, some obvious, some less so, that contribute to its
growing appeal as a place to live, not just visit.

One of the island's less-sung but genuinely significant advantages is its strategic
location. Cast your eye over a map (go on, Google it, we'll wait). See where it sits?
Slap bang in the eastern Mediterranean, a convenient stepping stone between Europe,
the Middle East, and North Africa. This isn't just handy for bragging rights about living
at a crossroads of continents; it has real practical implications. For businesses, it offers
a foothold in the EU with proximity to rapidly developing markets. For travellers, it
means relatively short hops to diverse destinations – fancy a weekend in Athens, Tel
Aviv, Cairo, or Beirut? They’re all surprisingly close. This geographical sweet spot has
shaped Cyprus's history for millennia and continues to make it relevant in ways that
islands tucked away in less geopolitically interesting waters simply aren't. It adds a
layer of internationalism and connectivity that belies its relaxed island vibe.

Adding hefty weight to the 'pro' column is Cyprus's membership in the European
Union, which it joined in 2004. This isn't just a flag-waving exercise; it brings tangible
benefits, particularly if you happen to hold an EU passport yourself. We'll get into the
nitty-gritty of registration and the infamous 'Yellow Slip' later (Chapter 3 is dedicated
to that particular bureaucratic ballet), but the fundamental right for EU citizens to live,
work, and study here is a massive advantage. Beyond freedom of movement, EU
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membership means adherence to certain standards in areas like consumer protection,
environmental regulations, and legal frameworks, providing a degree of familiarity and
reassurance for those moving from other member states. It anchors Cyprus firmly
within the European economic and political sphere, offering stability and access that
non-EU Mediterranean islands can't match. For businesses too, being within the EU
single market is a significant draw.

Speaking of business, let's dip a cautious toe into the economic waters. Cyprus has
actively cultivated a reputation as a business-friendly jurisdiction. The headline act
here is usually the corporate tax rate, which is temptingly low compared to many
other European countries. We'll pull apart the specifics of setting up shop and the
exact tax implications in Chapter 13, but suffice it to say for now that this fiscal
friendliness is a major magnet for international companies, entrepreneurs, and
investors. It's not just about the tax, either. The legal system, based on English
Common Law, provides a familiar framework for many international businesses, and
the process for registering a company is relatively straightforward (by bureaucratic
standards, at least). Key sectors like shipping, tourism, financial services (including the
buzzing Forex and FinTech scenes), and professional services thrive here, creating job
opportunities, particularly for those with specific skills and experience – a topic we’ll
delve into in Chapter 12.

It's not just companies that find Cyprus financially attractive; individuals often eye up
the potential perks too. The island offers a very appealing personal income tax
system, kicking off with a generous tax-free allowance. Again, the detailed number-
crunching and filing procedures are lined up for Chapter 14, but knowing that the first
chunk of your earnings each year is completely untouched by the taxman is a pleasant
thought. Perhaps even more enticing, especially for expats, is the 'non-domicile' or
'non-dom' status. This is a somewhat complex concept, often whispered about in
hushed, excited tones in expat circles, potentially offering significant tax exemptions
on things like dividend and interest income from worldwide sources for a lengthy
period. We promise to attempt a clear explanation later on, but for now, understand
that the potential for substantial tax savings through this scheme is a powerful
motivator for many affluent individuals and retirees choosing Cyprus as their new
base. It’s one of the island's carefully curated Unique Selling Propositions.

Beyond the balance sheets and tax returns, Cyprus consistently scores highly on
quality-of-life metrics, and a huge part of that is safety. Crime rates are notably low
compared to many other European countries. Of course, crime exists everywhere, and
you should always take sensible precautions, but the general feeling, especially
outside the main tourist hotspots in the dead of night, is one of security. People leave
doors unlocked (though perhaps don't emulate this immediately!), children play
outside freely in neighbourhoods, and there's a sense of community vigilance. This
pervasive feeling of safety is often cited by families and retirees as a primary reason
for choosing Cyprus. It contributes to a less stressful, more relaxed daily existence,
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which ties neatly into the island's overall pace of life.

Ah yes, the pace of life. You'll hear the phrase "siga siga" (pronounced see-ga see-ga)
frequently. It translates literally as "slowly slowly," but encapsulates a broader
philosophy of taking things easy, not rushing, and enjoying the moment. While this
can occasionally be maddening when you're waiting for a bureaucratic process to
conclude or a tradesperson to arrive (deep breaths!), it's also a core part of the
island's charm. Life generally moves at a less frantic tempo than in major global cities.
There's more emphasis on family time, long lunches, coffee breaks that stretch into
philosophical debates, and simply stopping to chat. For those escaping high-stress
environments, adopting a little 'siga siga' (even if only partially) can be therapeutic. It
fosters a friendly, approachable atmosphere where stopping a stranger for directions
is likely to result in a helpful conversation rather than a suspicious glare.

Making the transition smoother for many newcomers is the widespread use of English.
While Greek and Turkish are the official languages (reflecting the island's complex
political situation, which we won't untangle here), English is incredibly prevalent.
Thanks to historical ties (Cyprus was a British Crown Colony until 1960) and the
importance of tourism and international business, you can comfortably get by using
only English in most situations, especially in the main towns, coastal areas, and
business settings. Road signs are typically bilingual, restaurant menus almost always
include English, and banking, legal, and medical professionals are usually fluent.
Naturally, learning some Greek phrases (or Turkish, depending on where you are and
who you're interacting with) is appreciated and will enrich your experience (as we'll
discuss in Chapter 21), but the lack of an immediate language barrier significantly
lowers the initial hurdles for English-speaking expats compared to moving to, say,
rural France or parts of Spain.

You also won't be alone. Cyprus has long been a popular destination for expatriates,
resulting in large, well-established international communities. The British probably
form the largest group, particularly noticeable in areas like Paphos, but there are also
significant numbers of Russians, Ukrainians, Scandinavians, Germans, and people from
many other nations. This creates a ready-made social infrastructure. You'll find
numerous clubs, societies, associations, sports teams, and informal groups catering to
expats, offering everything from amateur dramatics and walking groups to business
networking and specific nationality associations. Online forums and social media
groups buzz with activity, providing platforms for asking questions, sharing tips, and
arranging meetups. While integrating with the local Cypriot community is hugely
rewarding, having this parallel expat world can make it much easier to find your
footing, make friends, and combat the potential isolation that can come with moving
to a new country.

Now, let's talk money, specifically the cost of living. Is Cyprus cheap? Well, it's
complicated. Compared to London, New York, Sydney, or Zurich, yes, generally
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speaking, your money will likely stretch further here. However, it's certainly not the
bargain basement destination it might have been twenty years ago. Inflation has
affected Cyprus like everywhere else, and the popularity of certain areas, especially
Limassol with its influx of international companies and Paphos with its perennial
appeal to retirees and tourists, has driven up property prices and rental costs
significantly. Utilities can be surprisingly pricey, especially electricity in the summer
when air conditioning becomes less of a luxury and more of a survival tool. Imported
goods will cost more than local produce. We'll attempt a more detailed breakdown of
typical expenses in Chapter 11. The key takeaway for now is that while you might find
significant savings compared to major global hubs, it's crucial to research costs in your
specific chosen area and manage expectations. It’s perhaps better described as
offering good value for the lifestyle provided, rather than being outright cheap.

Health is wealth, as they say, and Cyprus offers decent options when it comes to
healthcare. The island operates a two-tier system. There's the public healthcare
system, known as GESY (General Healthcare System), which aims to provide universal
coverage to residents. Funded through contributions from income, it covers a wide
range of services, including GP visits, specialist consultations, hospital care, and
prescriptions, usually with small co-payments. Then there's the private sector, with
numerous clinics, hospitals, and doctors offering services that you pay for directly or
through private health insurance. Many expats, particularly non-EU nationals during
their initial period or those seeking faster access or specific comforts, opt for private
care. The existence of both systems provides choice and a safety net. We’ll navigate
the complexities of registering for GESY and the landscape of private options in
Chapters 15 and 16, but the overall availability of modern medical facilities and
qualified professionals is certainly a positive factor for prospective movers, especially
those with families or pre-existing health conditions.

For those with an interest that extends beyond the nearest beach bar, Cyprus is
steeped in history and culture. This island has been occupied, conquered, and
influenced by just about everyone who ever sailed a boat in the Mediterranean –
Mycenaeans, Phoenicians, Assyrians, Egyptians, Persians, Romans, Byzantines,
Crusaders (including Richard the Lionheart, who got married here), Venetians,
Ottomans, and the British have all left their mark. This results in an astonishing
density of archaeological sites, from Neolithic settlements and classical Greek temples
to Roman mosaics, Byzantine churches filled with stunning frescoes, imposing
Crusader castles, and Ottoman mosques. Exploring these layers of history can be a
lifetime's hobby. Add to this the strong traditions of hospitality, the importance of
family, the numerous religious festivals (mostly Greek Orthodox), the distinct musical
styles, and of course, the fabulous food culture centred around fresh, seasonal
ingredients and the social ritual of the meze, and you have a rich cultural tapestry that
offers much more depth than a typical holiday destination.

However, let's inject a dose of realism before you start packing your bags based solely
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on dreams of ancient ruins and tax breaks. Cyprus, like anywhere, has its quirks and
frustrations. Bureaucracy can sometimes feel like navigating a labyrinth designed by
Kafka after a particularly heavy lunch – patience is not just a virtue here, it's a survival
skill. While the main infrastructure is generally good, you might encounter occasional
power cuts or water pressure issues, particularly in older properties or more rural
areas. The summer heat, especially inland, can be intense and requires
acclimatisation (and reliable air conditioning). Public transport, while improving, isn't
comprehensive, making car ownership almost essential for exploring beyond city
centres (more on driving challenges in Chapter 19). And while 'siga siga' is charming,
it can occasionally clash with deadlines or a desire for snappy service. No place is
perfect, and Cyprus is no exception. Being aware of the potential downsides allows for
a more balanced perspective.

So, who is Cyprus really for? Based on the factors we've touched upon, it appeals to a
diverse range of people. Retirees are drawn by the climate, safety, relatively lower
cost of living compared to their home countries, healthcare options, established expat
communities, and often, the tax advantages. Families appreciate the safe
environment, outdoor lifestyle, good standard of private (often English-speaking)
schools (covered in Chapter 17), and the generally family-centric culture.
Entrepreneurs and businesses are attracted by the favourable tax regime, strategic
location, EU membership, and skilled workforce. Digital nomads find the lifestyle,
decent internet connectivity (Chapter 24!), specific visa options (Chapter 7), and
sunny backdrop appealing. And then there are those simply seeking a significant
lifestyle change – a slower pace, more sunshine, access to the sea and mountains, and
a different cultural experience. It caters well to those who value safety, community,
and outdoor living, and who have the patience to navigate the initial settling-in
process. It's more than just a pretty island; for the right person, it offers a compelling
package for a new chapter in life.
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