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Introduction
Set at Africa’s northwestern gateway, Morocco unfurls as a country cradled beneath a
“crimson canopy”—its fiery red earth and sunlit medinas steeped in centuries of story
and spirit. The nation is a living map where tradition and modernity meet, ancient
Berber villages linger at the edge of the Sahara, and colonial echoes ripple through
bustling boulevards. Spices scent the air; Islamic calls to prayer rise above
labyrinthine lanes; and across mountain, desert, and coastline, a tapestry of customs
and colors weaves together the daily lives of millions. It is this vibrant miscellany—this
crossroads of culture, cuisine, art, and history—that makes Morocco a true feast for
the curious traveler.

Morocco’s story is one of magical diversity. Berber (Amazigh) dynasties laid its earliest
foundations, but waves of Arab, Andalusian, Jewish, Sub-Saharan, Ottoman, and
European influence have shaped each corner of its identity. From blue-washed
Chefchaouen against the Rif mountains to the ochre ramparts of Marrakech, each city
and region carries its own “accent” in architecture, language, and tradition. Ancient
medinas pulse with the shouts of vendors and the rhythm of artisans’ tools, while in
the modern cafés of Casablanca or Rabat, youth culture pushes the boundary between
North African roots and global innovation.

This book invites you to journey far deeper than any postcard scene or surface
itinerary. Instead, “Under the Crimson Canopy” offers a guided immersion into the
essence of Moroccan life, from the bustling heart of urban souks to the timeless calm
of mountain kasbahs and star-filled nomad camps. You will trace the rise and fall of
empires, wander through the threads of myth and memory, and savor dishes
seasoned by both geography and history. Through stories, interviews, and on-the-
ground anecdotes, the living spirit of Morocco emerges: one that values hospitality
above all, where every meal and encounter is a chance for connection.

Alongside an exploration of heritage—carpets and pottery, zellige tiles and
calligraphy—you will meet the people who preserve and redefine tradition today: the
storytellers keeping halqa alive in Jemaa el-Fna, the women in bustling village
cooperatives, chefs blending old ways with new flavors, and young artists claiming
Morocco’s voice on the global stage. From the spiritual power of Gnawa music and the
poetry of Amazigh songs to the grandeur of Fez during the World Sacred Music
Festival, Morocco’s rhythms are as diverse as its landscapes.

No traveler’s guide would be complete without culinary adventure, and so you’ll find
each chapter on food enhanced not just with vibrant descriptions and authentic
recipes, but practical insights into tea rituals, communal dining, and the etiquette that
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binds guest and host together. Whether learning the art of negotiating in a market or
understanding the subtle codes of clothing and celebration, this book aims to make
you feel both welcome and wise.

Let this journey pique your wonder and stir your senses—whether you are planning
your first visit, revisiting the country in memory, or simply searching from your
armchair for the taste, sound, and soul of North Africa. Under Morocco’s vivid canopy,
traditions are cherished, stories are shared, and every corner reveals a new world to
discover. Welcome, then, to the heart of Morocco’s living heritage.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Tapestry of Time: Berber
Dynasties and Early Morocco
To truly understand Morocco, one must first look to its earliest inhabitants: the
Amazigh, more commonly known as the Berbers. These indigenous people, whose
name for themselves translates to "free men," have roots in North and Sub-Saharan
Africa stretching back over 20,000 years, long before the arrival of any other major
civilizations. Their history is largely oral, passed down through generations, and
archeological evidence suggests human habitation in Morocco extends even further
back, with some of the oldest Homo sapiens remains found here, dating back nearly
300,000 years.

Before the structured states and grand empires, Morocco was a land of independent
Berber tribes, often engaged in localized conflicts but largely left to their own devices.
While their original religious practices varied, they generally involved the worship of
nature and ancestors, and some tribes revered a sacred feminine figure associated
with fertility and life. Over time, as external influences touched the region, some
Berber communities adopted Christianity or Judaism, with a notable Jewish-Berber
presence existing before the widespread arrival of Islam.

The recorded history of Morocco truly begins with the arrival of the Phoenicians. These
skilled traders from the eastern Mediterranean ventured westward, establishing
trading posts and settlements along the Moroccan coast between the 8th and 6th
centuries BCE. Places like Lixus, Chellah, and Mogador (modern-day Essaouira)
became crucial hubs for salt and ore trade, connecting the indigenous Berber
territories with a wider Mediterranean network. By the 5th century BCE, the powerful
city-state of Carthage, a former Phoenician colony, had extended its influence over
much of North Africa's coastal areas, though the Berber kingdoms maintained control
of the hinterland.

The Carthaginian presence eventually gave way to the Romans, who annexed parts of
Morocco in 40 CE, incorporating it into their sprawling empire. This period, though
leaving behind impressive ruins such as those at Volubilis, primarily saw Roman rule
concentrated in certain areas, while Berber monarchs continued to govern the internal
territories. The mid-5th century CE brought the Vandals, who briefly overran the
region, before the Byzantine Empire reasserted control in the 6th century.

However, the most transformative shift in Morocco's early history arrived with the
Muslim conquests in the early 8th century CE. This marked a pivotal moment,
introducing Islam and initiating a significant period of Arabization, particularly in the

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

emerging urban centers. Yet, this integration wasn't entirely seamless. The Berber
Revolt of 740 CE saw the region break away from the distant Umayyad Caliphate,
demonstrating a persistent desire for local autonomy.

This spirit of independence paved the way for the establishment of the first Muslim
dynasty in Morocco: the Idrisids. Founded in 788 CE by Idris I, a descendant of the
Prophet Muhammad who had fled persecution, this dynasty played a crucial role in
shaping Morocco's nascent identity. Idris I initially settled in northern Morocco and
quickly gained support from the local Berber tribes, who proclaimed him king.

The Idrisids' reign was instrumental in the early Islamization of Morocco, and it also
ushered in an increase in Arab immigration, contributing to the gradual Arabization of
major urban areas. Volubilis served as their initial capital, but it was under Idris II, the
son of Idris I, that Fez truly rose to prominence as a new political and religious
heartland. Idris II is credited with founding the present-day city of Fez, which became a
vital center for Islamic scholarship and culture. The Al-Qarawiyyin Mosque, a
testament to this era's intellectual flourishing, was established during this time and
remains one of the world's oldest universities.

Following the death of Idris II in 828 CE, the Idrisid power gradually fragmented, with
control often divided among various sons and regional leaders. While their direct rule
eventually waned by the late 10th century, the Idrisids left an enduring legacy. They
laid the foundation for a centralized political structure, uniting various Berber tribes
under Islamic governance and fostering a sense of shared identity that would
influence the region for centuries to come. Their promotion of Islam and the
establishment of Fez as a cultural beacon were foundational steps in the formation of
what would become the Moroccan state.

The period following the Idrisids saw various regional powers emerge, including the
Barghawata Confederacy and the Emirate of Sijilmasa, each holding sway over
different parts of the fractured landscape. These independent Berber entities
continued to shape the local customs and political dynamics, often in parallel with, or
in opposition to, external influences. The diverse array of tribes and their unique
expressions of Amazigh culture continued to thrive across the vast and varied
Moroccan landscape, from the rugged mountains to the sprawling desert plains.

It was from this rich tapestry of tribal loyalties and nascent Islamic identity that the
next powerful Berber dynasties would rise, solidifying Morocco's unique character on
the world stage. The very notion of a unified Moroccan state, distinct from broader
caliphates, began to take concrete form, rooted deeply in the ancient heritage of its
original inhabitants. The stage was set for the powerful empires that would soon
define much of Morocco's medieval history, built upon the foundations laid by these
early Berber kingdoms.
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