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Introduction

Alright, let's get one thing straight. You picked up this book, "Moving to Cote d'lvoire,"
presumably because you're contemplating, or already knee-deep in, the process of
relocating to this vibrant corner of West Africa. We're going to assume you've moved
before - maybe across town, maybe across an ocean - so you already know the
general joys of packing boxes, wrestling with bubble wrap, and discovering what
bizarre items the previous tenants left behind. We won't waste your precious time
rehashing the universal truths of relocation like "label your boxes" or "don't pack the
kettle last." You're smarter than that. Probably.

Instead, this guide is laser-focused on the nitty-gritty, the specific quirks, the "oh, |
wish someone had told me that" details of moving specifically to Céte d'lvoire. Think of
it as your slightly sarcastic but ultimately well-meaning friend who's been there, done
that, and maybe got the slightly embarrassing t-shirt. We aim for practical advice
served with a side of humor, because let's face it, navigating international
bureaucracy or Abidjan traffic requires a good sense of humor, or at least a healthy
supply of strong Ivorian coffee.

Cote d'lvoire is more than just the world's cocoa powerhouse (though you'll certainly
smell chocolate in the air near San Pédro). It's a country buzzing with energy, a
fascinating mosaic of over 60 ethnic groups, stunning landscapes from coastal lagoons
to northern savannahs, and an economic engine for the region centered around the
sprawling, dynamic city of Abidjan. It's a place of warm welcomes ("Akwaba!"), vibrant
street life, legendary music, and food that'll make you want to write home about it
(once you get your internet sorted, which we'll cover). It's also a place where things
work... differently.

Now, for the unavoidable but absolutely crucial bit of housekeeping: things change.
Laws morph, visa requirements twist, prices fluctuate (often upwards, let's be honest),
and that amazing little maquis we recommend might turn into a mobile phone shop
overnight. Consider this book your trusty, slightly outdated compass, pointing you in
the general direction. ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS double-check crucial
information - visa rules, residency permit processes, import duties, tax regulations,
school fees, medical requirements - with the official sources. That means consulting
the relevant lvorian government websites, embassies or consulates, your potential
employer, or qualified local professionals (lawyers, notaires, tax advisors). Don't rely
solely on this book, online forums from 2017, or that bloke Dave you met once who
visited Abidjan for a weekend. Seriously. Verify.

So, what awaits you in these pages? We'll dive headfirst into the practicalities. We're
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talking visas and residence permits (prepare for paperwork!), finding a place to live
without accidentally renting a swamp, figuring out the cost of everything from
plantains to Porsches, navigating healthcare (from vaccinations to finding an English-
speaking doc), opening a bank account, understanding the job market and work
culture (hello, "African time"!), choosing schools if you're bringing the little darlings,
mastering transportation (good luck!), understanding local customs (greetings are
key!), and staying safe and connected.

Moving to Cote d'lvoire is an adventure, guaranteed to be rewarding, occasionally
frustrating, and rarely boring. It requires preparation, flexibility, a willingness to laugh
at the absurd, and an enormous amount of patience. Hopefully, this guide will equip
you with the practical knowledge to smooth out some of the bumps, avoid the more
obvious pitfalls, and hit the ground running (or at least ambling comfortably) in your
new lvorian life. Akwaba! Let's get started.
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CHAPTER ONE: Beyond the Cocoa Bean: A Slightly
Skewed Look at Cote d'lvoire

So, Cote d'lvoire. For many, the name conjures up images of footballing legends with
impossible-to-pronounce names, endless rows of cocoa trees stretching to the horizon,
and perhaps a hazy memory of news reports from a decade or two ago. And while yes,
the country is fiercely passionate about /e foot, and it remains the undisputed king of
cocoa production (a fact that keeps global chocolate prices from going completely
berserk), reducing this complex, energetic nation to just these elements is like
describing France as just baguettes and berets. It's a start, but you’'re missing pretty
much everything interesting.

Before you even think about wrestling with visa forms or figuring out where to buy a
non-exploding gas canister for your cooker, let's take a slightly off-kilter look at the
place you're considering calling home. Forget the glossy tourist brochures for a
moment; this is about understanding the texture of daily life, the backdrop against
which your Ivorian adventure will unfold. Because knowing that the country has
coastal plains and northern savannahs is one thing; knowing what that means when
your air conditioner gives up the ghost during the harmattan season is quite another.

Let's start with the weather, because it’s not just small talk here; it's a major character
in the Ivorian story. The climate is broadly tropical, which is a polite way of saying it's
mostly hot. But there's nuance in the heat. Along the coast, particularly around
Abidjan where most expats find themselves orbiting, you get 'hot and humid'. This
means stepping out of an air-conditioned building feels less like entering the outdoors
and more like walking into a giant, invisible steam room. Your clothes will cling in ways
you didn't think possible, mildew will eye your leather goods with avarice, and you'll
develop an intimate relationship with your deodorant.

Then there are the seasons, typically described as warm and dry (November-March),
hot and dry (March-May), and hot and wet (June-October). The 'hot and dry' phase can
feel like living inside a hairdryer, especially when the harmattan wind blows down from
the Sahara. This dusty guest coats everything in a fine red powder, dries out your skin
and sinuses, and can reduce visibility, sometimes even impacting flights. You’ll find
yourself constantly cleaning surfaces that were spotless an hour ago. It’'s atmospheric,
in a biblical-plague sort of way.

The 'hot and wet' season, or rainy season, isn't just a gentle pitter-patter. It can

involve torrential downpours that appear with alarming speed and intensity. Think
'‘wall of water'. These aren't always brief affairs; they can last for hours, turning streets
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into temporary canals, testing the drainage systems (often finding them wanting), and
making travel an exercise in hydro-navigation. Potholes acquire legendary depth,
commutes can double or triple in time, and low-lying areas might experience localised
flooding. On the plus side, it washes away the harmattan dust and brings a lush
greenness back to the landscape. It also heralds peak mosquito season, so stock up on
repellents and ensure your window screens are intact. Power outages can also become
more frequent during storms, adding an extra layer of... excitement.

Further north, the climate shifts towards semi-arid. It gets hotter, the humidity drops
(a blessed relief for some), and the landscape transforms into savannah. Life here
operates at a different rhythm, less influenced by the coastal humidity but still
governed by the distinct wet and dry seasons that dictate the agricultural cycle.
Understanding this geographical difference is important; Céte d'lvoire isn't monolithic.
The experience of living in Korhogo in the north is vastly different from life in Abidjan
or the port city of San Pédro.

Now, about the capital situation. Officially, Yamoussoukro is the political capital. It’s
famous for its truly enormous Basilica of Our Lady of Peace, a quite staggering
structure inspired by St. Peter's in Rome, rising somewhat surreally from the
surrounding landscape. It also boasts wide, often eerily empty boulevards and grand
administrative buildings. It's worth a visit, if only for the sheer incongruity of it all.
However, for all practical purposes, particularly for incoming expatriates, Abidjan is
the capital. It's the economic engine, the administrative heart (despite
Yamoussoukro's title), the cultural melting pot, the main port, the site of the
international airport, and where the vast majority of international companies,
embassies, NGOs, and, consequently, expats, are based.

Abidjan is... an experience. It's a sprawling, lagoon-side metropolis, a city of stark
contrasts where gleaming skyscrapers pierce the skyline near bustling street markets,
and luxury SUVs navigate roads shared with battered communal taxis. It's loud,
energetic, occasionally chaotic, perpetually in motion. Traffic, often referred to with a
sigh as les embouteillages, is legendary, particularly during peak hours. It requires
strategic planning, Zen-like patience, or simply accepting that you will spend a
significant amount of time contemplating the bumper of the vehicle in front of you.
Yet, it's also a city brimming with opportunities, fantastic restaurants, vibrant nightlife,
and a cosmopolitan feel unmatched in much of the region. Unless your job specifically
places you elsewhere (perhaps in agriculture near Daloa, shipping in San Pédro, or a
development project up-country), your lvorian life will likely be centered on navigating
the rhythms and challenges of Abidjan.

Language is another key piece of the puzzle. French is the official language, a legacy
of the colonial era, and it's the language of government, business, and education. You
absolutely need French to function effectively here. While you might find some English
speakers in specific international bubbles (high-end hotels, multinational HQs,
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international schools), stepping outside these zones requires French. Don't expect
everyone, from the taxi driver to the market vendor to the local official, to
accommodate English. Making an effort, even with terrible, broken French, is generally
appreciated and goes a long way. Sign up for lessons before you come, or immerse
yourself upon arrival.

However, French is only part of the linguistic story. Céte d'lvoire is home to over 60
distinct ethnic groups, each with its own language or dialect. While you're unlikely to
master Baoulé, Dioula, Bété, or Dan unless you're particularly dedicated or living deep
in a specific region, understanding this diversity is crucial. You'll hear these languages
spoken all around you. Dioula, in particular, serves as a major lingua franca, especially
in trade and markets across different regions. Don't be surprised if conversations
switch fluidly between French and one or more local languages. You might also notice
variations in Ivorian French - unique expressions, local slang (known as Nouchi,
particularly popular among the youth), and sometimes a rapid-fire delivery that can
challenge even fluent French speakers initially. Listen closely, be patient, and don't be
afraid to ask for clarification.

Economically, the country is often framed by its agricultural giants: cocoa and coffee,
with palm oil, rubber, and cashews also playing significant roles. This agricultural
backbone is vital, influencing global markets and providing livelihoods for a large
portion of the population. However, the economy is diversifying. Abidjan is a major
regional hub for banking, telecommunications, logistics, and trade. There's significant
investment in infrastructure - roads, ports, power generation - which fuels the
construction sector but also contributes to the aforementioned traffic and occasional
disruption. You'll see the presence of numerous international companies and
organizations, drawn by the relative stability and economic potential.

This economic dynamism exists alongside significant poverty and inequality. Gleaming
shopping malls filled with imported goods stand not far from areas lacking basic
services. This contrast is visible daily and is something expats need to be aware of,
navigating it with sensitivity. You'll also encounter a pervasive entrepreneurial spirit, a
'hustle' culture where everyone seems to be involved in some form of commerce, from
roadside vendors selling phone credit to small-scale artisans. This energy is part of
what makes places like Abidjan tick, but it also means being prepared for constant,
opportunistic sales pitches in certain areas.

Culturally, the Ivorian identity is a rich blend of its many ethnic traditions, overlaid
with French influence and modern urban life. The famous hospitality, summed up in
the Akan word "Akwaba" (Welcome), is genuine. Invitations to homes are common,
and accepting them is a great way to experience local life. When invited, bringing a
small, simple gift (like fruit, juice, or pastries) is a thoughtful gesture. Greetings are
paramount and can be quite elaborate, involving handshakes (pre-COVID, now
sometimes replaced with fist bumps or elbow taps, but the verbal exchange remains
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key), inquiries about health, family, and work. Rushing this process is considered rude.
Take the time to greet people properly, using appropriate titles (Monsieur, Madame,
Tonton/Uncle, Tanti/Aunty for elders or respected figures).

Hierarchy and respect, particularly for elders and those in positions of authority, are
deeply ingrained. This manifests in formal address, seating arrangements, and
allowing elders to speak first. Family and community ties are incredibly strong,
forming extensive networks of support and obligation that influence social and
sometimes even business interactions. While Ivorian society is generally tolerant,
dressing modestly, especially outside the main international hubs or when visiting
religious sites or traditional villages, is advisable. Showing excessive skin is generally
frowned upon.

The maquis deserve a special mention. These are informal, often open-air eateries and
bars, ubiquitous across the country. They are central hubs of social life, places where
people gather after work or on weekends to eat grilled fish or chicken (braisé!), enjoy
local beers like Flag or Castel, listen to music, watch football, and discuss everything
under the sun. Experiencing a maquis is essential to understanding the local social
fabric. Don't be intimidated; find a popular one, be polite, order something simple, and
soak in the atmosphere.

It’s also worth briefly acknowledging the country's recent past. Céte d'lvoire
experienced periods of significant political instability and conflict, notably in the early
2000s and again following the 2010 election. While the situation has been largely
stable and peaceful for several years now, with significant economic recovery
underway, this history inevitably shapes perceptions, both internally and externally. It
contributes to a certain level of security consciousness (which we'll delve into later)
and underlines the resilience and desire for progress you'll often encounter among
Ivorians. Understanding this recent context helps frame the current atmosphere of
cautious optimism and forward momentum.

Now, let's manage expectations. Moving to Cote d'lvoire is not like moving to Zurich or
Singapore. Things don't always run with clockwork precision. Bureaucracy can be
labyrinthine and slow - patience isn't just a virtue here, it's a survival skill. Official
processes might require multiple visits, persistence, and sometimes a degree of
fatalism. Infrastructure, while improving, still faces challenges. Power outages
(délestages) happen, sometimes scheduled, sometimes not. Water pressure can
fluctuate. Internet speeds can vary wildly depending on your location and provider,
especially outside the well-served areas of Abidjan.

The concept sometimes referred to as "African time" - a more flexible approach to
punctuality - exists in certain social contexts, though it's less prevalent in formal
business settings, especially international ones. However, you might find
appointments starting late or timelines stretching. Learning to navigate this requires
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flexibility and adjusting your own internal clock. Getting frustrated is understandable
but rarely productive. A shrug, a wry smile, and a backup plan often work better.
These aren't reasons not to move, but they are realities to anticipate and adapt to.
Think of them as part of the adventure, the grit that makes the oyster, or something
equally philosophical to tell yourself when the lights go out mid-email.

So, given the humidity, the traffic, the bureaucracy, and the occasional power cut, why
do people move here, and why do many end up staying longer than planned? Because
alongside the challenges, Céte d'lvoire offers a uniquely rewarding experience. There's
an undeniable energy, particularly in Abidjan, a feeling of being in a place that's
happening. The warmth and friendliness of the people, once you get past the initial
hustle in commercial areas, is often remarked upon. The cultural landscape is
incredibly rich, from world-renowned traditional art to a dynamic contemporary music
scene that pulses through the streets.

The food is another major draw - think delicious grilled dishes, flavourful sauces,
abundant tropical fruits, and surprisingly good French-inspired pastries. Opportunities
exist for those with the right skills and mindset, whether in established sectors or
emerging industries. For families, there are well-regarded international schools (albeit
expensive). And geographically, it's a well-positioned base for exploring other
fascinating parts of West Africa. Life here is rarely dull. It demands engagement,
adaptability, and a willingness to step outside your comfort zone. It will likely
challenge you, possibly frustrate you at times, but also charm you, surprise you, and
ultimately, offer an experience far richer and more memorable than you might find
elsewhere. It's definitely more than just cocoa beans.
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