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Introduction

Alright, let's cut to the chase. You're thinking about moving to Botswana. Maybe
you've seen the wildlife documentaries, heard whispers of its stability, or perhaps you
just randomly threw a dart at a map of Southern Africa (hey, it happens). Whatever
your reason, you've picked a fascinating, beautiful, and occasionally bewildering place
to potentially call home. This book isn't your typical fluffy relocation guide filled with
generic advice like "pack boxes carefully" or "learn the local language" (though,
spoiler alert: knowing a bit of Setswana is helpful). We're assuming you know the
basics of moving house - this guide is about the Botswana bits, the stuff that’s
specific, peculiar, and practical to this particular corner of the world.

Think of this as your slightly sarcastic but ultimately helpful friend who's already made
the leap. We'll delve into the nitty-gritty: wrestling with visa applications that seem
designed by Kafka, figuring out why pre-paid electricity is a thing, understanding why
that job ad must be open to locals first, and navigating the subtle art of the three-part
handshake. We'll tackle the big questions like "How much Pula do | really need to
survive?" and "Where can | find decent coffee?" alongside the slightly more niche ones
like "Will my cat need a passport?" (Spoiler: sort of).

Botswana is known for its stunning landscapes, from the watery wonderland of the
Okavango Delta to the vast expanse of the Kalahari. It boasts political stability that’s
the envy of many, a commitment to conservation, and genuinely friendly people who
embody the concept of Botho (humanity, respect, community - you’ll hear that word a
lot). But it's also a place where bureaucracy can move at the pace of a sleepy tortoise,
where finding imported cheese can feel like a major victory, and where wildlife
occasionally decides the main road looks like a good place for a nap.

We aim to give you the unvarnished truth, sprinkled with a bit of humour to keep you
from weeping into your visa forms. We won’t preach about embracing every cultural
nuance (though trying is good!), but we will give you practical tips on how to avoid
accidentally offending your new neighbours or getting hopelessly lost trying to find
Block 9. Expect details on housing quirks, banking oddities, school fee sticker shock,
and the ever-present need for patience.

Now, for the essential bit of non-negotiable seriousness: Things change. Fast. Visa
rules morph, government regulations evolve, prices fluctuate (usually upwards, let’'s
be honest), and that perfect café we recommend might suddenly turn into a tyre shop.
Consider this book your trusty, well-informed starting point, your heads-up on what to
expect. But ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS double-check the latest official
information from Botswana government websites, embassies, consulates, and
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relevant authorities before making any firm decisions or spending any money.
Seriously. Don't blame us if the work permit fee doubles overnight.

So, grab a cup of rooibos (or something stronger), settle in, and let's get you prepped
for the adventure, challenges, and surprising joys of moving to Botswana. It won’t
always be easy, but we promise it'll be interesting. Pula! (That means 'rain’ or
'‘blessings’, and it's also the currency - get used to it!)
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CHAPTER ONE: So, You're Thinking About Botswana?
Beyond the Safari Brochures

Right then. Botswana. The name probably conjures up images of vast, shimmering salt
pans, elephants ambling through watery channels in the Okavango Delta, maybe a
flash of diamonds, and perhaps even the comforting wisdom of Mma Precious
Ramotswe sipping bush tea. The brochures and documentaries have done their job
well. They paint a picture of an African Eden, a haven of peace and wildlife, a success
story built on prudent management and sparkling gems. And you know what? Much of
that is true. But living somewhere is a whole different kettle of morogo (wild spinach -
you’ll get used to the local delicacies) than visiting for a two-week safari where your
biggest worry is whether the G&T has enough ice.

This chapter is about peeling back the glossy cover of the tourist brochure to reveal
the everyday Botswana, the one you’ll inhabit if you make the move. It's about
understanding the landscape you’ll navigate not just geographically, but culturally,
economically, and bureaucratically. Because while you might occasionally find an
elephant blocking the road to work (seriously, it happens, especially near places like
Kasane), your daily life is more likely to revolve around navigating Gaborone’s traffic
circles, figuring out the best place to buy avocados, and mastering the art of the
patient queue.

Let's start with the big one: stability. Botswana is frequently lauded as a beacon of
democracy and peace in a region that has certainly seen its share of turbulence. Since
independence in 1966, it's maintained a multi-party democracy, regular elections, and
a commendable respect for the rule of law. This isn't just abstract political science; it
translates into a tangible sense of security and predictability that residents feel daily.
You generally don't have the underlying political tension or volatility found in some
other parts of the world. Institutions function, processes exist (even if they sometimes
move at a glacial pace), and there's a general expectation that things operate within a
defined framework. This stability is perhaps Botswana’s most valuable, non-diamond
asset, and it’s a major draw for expats seeking a calm base.

However, let's not mistake stability for utopia or hyper-efficiency. Botswana faces its
own challenges: unemployment (particularly among youth), income inequality, and the
ongoing need to diversify its economy beyond those shiny stones. Bureaucracy, as
we’ll explore in excruciating detail later, can be formidable. Getting permits, licenses,
or even just routine paperwork processed often requires a healthy dose of patience
and persistence. Think of it less as a sleek, modern machine and more as a sturdy,
reliable old engine that gets the job done, eventually, often with a few surprising
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clanks and puffs of smoke along the way. The rules are generally followed, but the
interpretation and speed of execution can vary.

Economically, Botswana is a fascinating case study. Propelled from being one of the
world's poorest countries at independence to middle-income status, largely thanks to
diamonds, it presents a picture of relative prosperity. Gaborone, the capital, feels like
a modern city in many respects, with shopping malls, office parks, decent restaurants,
and new construction constantly underway. You'll find familiar international brands
alongside local businesses. Yet, step outside the main urban centres, and the
development picture becomes more varied. The reliance on diamonds is something
the government is keenly aware of, and there's a significant push towards
diversification - tourism is already huge, financial services are growing, and there's
investment in agriculture, manufacturing, and technology hubs. For an expat, this
means opportunities might exist in specific skilled sectors, but also that the overall
economic landscape is one of steady development rather than frantic boom.

Now, about that famous "pace of life." You’ll hear talk of "Africa time," often used as a
euphemism for things running late. In Botswana, it’'s perhaps more nuanced. It's not
necessarily about tardiness (punctuality is generally valued, especially in business),
but more about a certain rhythm that prioritises human interaction and acknowledges
that things might take a little longer. Queues at the bank, the post office, or
government departments can test the patience of those used to instant service.
Service in shops or restaurants might be friendly but unhurried. This isn't typically
born of inefficiency (though that exists too), but often a different set of priorities.
Taking the time to greet someone properly, inquire about their family, and engage in
polite conversation before getting down to business is integral to the culture. Rushing
is often seen as rude. For newcomers, adapting to this rhythm, learning to factor in
extra time, and embracing the pause can be key to maintaining sanity.

Infrastructure is another area where the reality is more complex than a simple
summary allows. Botswana boasts one of the best road networks in Africa, particularly
the main tarred roads connecting major towns and cities like Gaborone, Francistown,
Lobatse, and Maun. Driving between these centres is generally straightforward,
though vigilance is always required (more on dodging donkeys, cattle, and the
occasional warthog in Chapter 13). Venture off these main arteries, however, and road
conditions can deteriorate quickly, transitioning to gravel or sand tracks where a 4WD
becomes less of a luxury and more of a necessity, especially during the rainy season.

Power supply in major urban centres like Gaborone is generally quite reliable
compared to many other African cities, although occasional outages (often planned for
maintenance, sometimes not) do occur. The widespread use of pre-paid electricity
meters is something many expats need to get used to - no monthly bill, you just buy
units online or at shops and top up your meter. Water is a precious resource, keenly
felt in this semi-arid country dominated by the Kalahari. While piped water is available
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in towns, conservation is encouraged, and temporary water restrictions during drier
periods are not uncommon. Internet connectivity has improved dramatically, with fibre
optic available in many parts of Gaborone and other main towns, and decent mobile
data coverage (LTE/4G) from providers like Mascom, Orange, and BTC. However,
speeds might not always match what you're used to, and coverage can become
patchy or slow the further you venture from urban hubs. Don't expect seamless
gigabit speeds everywhere just yet.

Being landlocked also subtly shapes daily life. While neighbours like South Africa
provide relatively easy access for goods, Botswana relies heavily on imports for many
consumer products, from electronics to certain foodstuffs. This can affect availability
and price. You might find your favourite brand of European cheese is intermittently
available and costs a small fortune when it is. Logistics for importing personal effects
or business goods can also be more complex than arriving in a country with its own
major seaport. It fosters a certain resourcefulness and an appreciation for locally
produced goods when you can find them.

And what about the people? Batswana (the collective term for citizens of Botswana;
Motswana is the singular) are generally known for their reserved, respectful, and
friendly nature. The concept of Botho - often translated as 'humanity' or 'l am because
we are' - genuinely permeates social interactions. It emphasizes respect, courtesy,
community, and kindness. Greetings are incredibly important and not to be rushed. A
simple "Dumela Rra" (Hello Sir) or "Dumela Mma" (Hello Madam), followed by inquiries
about well-being ("O tsogile jang?" - How did you wake?), are essential preliminaries to
almost any interaction, whether with a shopkeeper, a colleague, or a government
official. While English is the official language and widely spoken in business,
government, and urban areas, making an effort with even basic Setswana greetings is
hugely appreciated and goes a long way in building rapport. Don't expect effusive,
overly demonstrative displays; interactions are often characterized by a gentle dignity
and quiet warmth.

As an expatriate, you'll find established communities, particularly in Gaborone,
Francistown, and Maun, drawn by diplomatic missions, international organizations,
NGOs, mining companies, tourism ventures, and other businesses. It’s easy, perhaps
too easy, to fall into an "expat bubble," socializing primarily with fellow foreigners,
frequenting the same spots, and living a life somewhat parallel to, rather than
integrated with, the broader Botswana society. The choice, of course, is yours.
Integration doesn't necessarily mean abandoning your own culture, but it might
involve joining local sports clubs, engaging with neighbours beyond a polite wave,
exploring markets outside the main malls, and making an effort to understand local
perspectives and customs beyond the surface level. Botswana offers opportunities for
this, perhaps more readily than some other expat destinations, thanks to its generally
open and welcoming nature.
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Living in Botswana also means living with its climate and environment in a way that
goes beyond admiring the scenery. This is a sunny country. Summers (roughly
November to March) are hot, often very hot, with temperatures regularly climbing into
the high 30s Celsius (pushing 100°F). This is also the rainy season, characterized by
impressive afternoon thunderstorms that can bring torrential downpours, localized
flooding, and a temporary, welcome relief from the heat, turning the landscape green.
Winters (May to August) are generally dry and mild to cool, with sunny days but chilly
nights, sometimes dropping near freezing, especially in the Kalahari. Air conditioning
in homes and cars is highly desirable for summer, while heating might be needed for
winter evenings. Dust is a constant companion, particularly during the dry season. And
yes, you are closer to nature. Vervet monkeys raiding fruit trees in suburban Gaborone
are common, baboons can be problematic near hilly areas, and encountering snakes
or scorpions, while not an everyday event for most city dwellers, is certainly possible.
It's a reminder that the wilderness isn't just confined to the national parks.

So, what's the takeaway? Moving to Botswana isn't just about swapping one set of
coordinates for another. It's about stepping into a country with a unique identity
shaped by its history, its environment, its culture, and its economic path. It requires a
mindset shift. If you’'re expecting the seamless efficiency and consumer abundance of
a highly developed Western nation, you might find yourself frustrated. If you're
seeking constant, high-octane urban excitement, Botswana’s quieter, more laid-back
rhythm might feel slow. But if you value stability, safety, genuine human connection,
incredible natural beauty within easy reach, and the opportunity to experience a
unique blend of African tradition and steady development, then Botswana has a
tremendous amount to offer.

It's a place that rewards patience. Things might take time, but they usually get done.
It's a place that rewards observation and respect. Understanding the nuances of social
interaction opens doors. It’s a place that rewards adaptability. Learning to live with pre-
paid electricity, navigate the occasional pothole (or elephant), and appreciate the
simple pleasure of a starry Kalahari night are all part of the adjustment. This book is
designed to equip you with the practical knowledge to navigate that adjustment, from
the initial bureaucratic hurdles of visas and permits (up next!) to the everyday realities
of setting up home, working, and living in this remarkable corner of Southern Africa.
Prepare for an adventure that’s less about ticking off Big Five sightings and more
about building a life in a place that operates on its own unique, intriguing rhythm.
Forget the generic moving checklist for a moment; the real journey involves
understanding the specific pulse of Botswana itself.
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