SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Moving to Barbuda

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 So, You Think You Want to Live on a Pink Sand Paradise?
Chapter 2 Antigua's Quieter, Quirky Sibling: Understanding the Difference
Chapter 3 Why Barbuda? Beyond the Beach Brochure (and the Mosquitoes)
Chapter 4 Visas and Staying Legal: Don't Overstay Your Welcome (Unless You
Can Afford To)

Chapter 5 The Digital Nomad Dream: Wifi, Work, and Not Annoying the Locals
Chapter 6 Tax Residency: Less Taxing Than You Think? Maybe.

Chapter 7 Going Full Citizen: The Citizenship by Investment Fast Track
Chapter 8 Finding Work (Good Luck!): The Barbuda Job Scene

Chapter 9 The Price of Paradise: Budgeting for Barbuda Without Selling a
Kidney

Chapter 10 Finding a Roof: The Curious Case of Barbudan Housing Post-Irma
Chapter 11 Land Ho! Navigating the Communal Land Conundrum (Seriously,
Get a Lawyer)

Chapter 12 Your Health Matters: Doctors, Clinics, and the Evacuation Fund
Chapter 13 School Days: Educating the Kids (or Yourself) Island-Style
Chapter 14 Getting Around Barbuda: 4x4s, Ferries, and Flip-Flops Are Your
Friends

Chapter 15 Island Hopping 101: Mastering the Antigua-Barbuda Commute
Chapter 16 Banking Basics: Where to Stash Your Eastern Caribbean Dollars
(XCD)

Chapter 17 Taxes, Taxes, Glorious Taxes (or Lack Thereof): The Fine Print You
Need to Read

Chapter 18 Keeping the Lights On (Usually): Utilities and Infrastructure
Adventures

Chapter 19 Staying Connected: Internet, Phones, and the Quest for Reliable
Bandwidth

Chapter 20 Island Life 101: Culture, Customs, Cricket, and Calypso
Chapter 21 What's Cooking? Finding Food, Drink, and Your Favourite Rum
Punch Spot

Chapter 22 Safety First (and Second): Staying Secure Without Living in a
Bunker

Chapter 23 Packing Your Bags (and Your Patience): Shipping, Pets, and
Driving on the Left

Chapter 24 Hurricane Season and Other Hitches: Preparing for the
Unexpected Plot Twists

Chapter 25 Are You Really Ready? Final Checks and Embracing the Glorious
Chaos

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

So, Barbuda. You've seen the pictures, right? Miles of pink-tinged sand, water so blue
it makes postcards look dull, and maybe even a frigate bird soaring majestically
overhead. It looks like the kind of place where your biggest worry is whether the
hammock is hung correctly. And while there's definitely truth to the idyllic image,
moving to this unique speck in the Eastern Caribbean involves a bit more than just
packing extra sunscreen and a taste for rum.

Let's get one thing straight: this isn't your average "Moving Abroad for Dummies"
guide. We're assuming you already know how to forward your mail, tell your Aunt
Mildred you're leaving, and generally handle the chaos of uprooting your life. You don't
need us to tell you moving is stressful (spoiler: it is). What you do need are the nitty-
gritty, Barbuda-specific details that most guides gloss over while waxing poetic about
generic "island life." We're talking about the stuff that actually matters when you're
trying to figure out how to get your belongings across the ocean, why the internet
might suddenly vanish mid-Zoom call, or what the deal really is with owning property
on communally held land.

Barbuda is the quieter, wilder sibling to the more developed Antigua. While they form
a twin-island nation, life on Barbuda is distinctly different. It's smaller, far less
populated, and still visibly rebuilding after Hurricane Irma gave it a serious makeover
in 2017. This means unparalleled tranquility and a tight-knit community, but also
fewer amenities, potentially bumpier roads, and a reliance on its bigger sister,
Antigua, for things like major healthcare, international flights, and that specific brand
of artisanal goat cheese you suddenly can't live without. This book focuses squarely on
the realities of setting up shop in Barbuda, acknowledging its unigue charms and, let's
be honest, its unique challenges.

We'll dive headfirst into the practical stuff: deciphering the various visa and residency
options (from Digital Nomad visas to the swanky Citizenship by Investment program),
figuring out the cost of living (prepare for sticker shock on imported goods!),
navigating the peculiar landscape of Barbudan land tenure (hint: it's complicated),
understanding the healthcare situation (and why good insurance with evacuation
coverage isn't optional), and getting to grips with island transportation (think less
sleek sedan, more sturdy 4x4 and ferry schedules). We'll cover banking, the
surprisingly favourable tax situation (hello, no income tax!), utilities (and the
importance of a backup generator), and what daily life actually looks like beyond the
tourist trail.

Our aim is to be your witty, slightly irreverent, but ultimately practical guide. We'll try
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to inject some humour along the way because, frankly, sometimes you just have to
laugh when the ferry is delayed again or you're explaining to customs why you
absolutely needed to ship that oversized garden gnome. We won't preach or promise a
life of perpetual sunshine without the occasional tropical downpour (or hurricane
warning).

Now, for the essential grain of salt, the mandatory disclaimer, the really important bit:
Laws, regulations, government policies, visa requirements, tax rates, ferry schedules,
the price of plantains - these things change. Sometimes they change with bewildering
speed. Consider this book your trusty starting point, your well-informed companion
offering insights and practical tips based on the situation at the time of writing.
However, you absolutely MUST verify critical information - especially
concerning legal requirements, residency rules, land issues, and costs - with
official government sources, qualified legal professionals in Antigua and
Barbuda, and relevant authorities before making any binding decisions or
booking a one-way ticket. Think of us as the friend who gives you the lay of the
land, but always double-check the official map before you set off.

Alright, ready to swap the mainland hustle for the rhythm of the waves (and the
occasional power outage)? Let's get started on your move to Barbuda.
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CHAPTER ONE: So, You Think You Want to Live on a
Pink Sand Paradise?

Alright, let's be honest. The reason you picked up this book, or are even contemplating
a move to a relatively obscure Caribbean island, probably involves a photograph.
Maybe it was one of those impossibly perfect shots of Princess Diana Beach (yes, that
Princess Diana), showcasing sand so fine and subtly pink it looks like a confectioner
went wild with edible glitter. Or perhaps it was an image of the turquoise water, so
clear you could count the scales on a passing parrotfish from your paddleboard.
Maybe you saw the Frigate Bird Sanctuary, with those magnificent birds puffing out
their comical red chests. Whatever the visual bait, Barbuda has it in spades. It’s the
stuff screensavers are made of, the visual equivalent of a deep, calming breath.

The brochures, the travel blogs, the Instagram influencers - they all paint a picture of
blissful escape. Hammocks swaying gently between palm trees, freshly caught lobster
grilling on the beach, the loudest noise being the rhythmic lapping of waves against
the shore. It's an intoxicating image, especially if you're currently stuck in traffic,
enduring another pointless meeting, or scraping ice off your windshield for the fifth
month running. The idea of trading the daily grind for a life measured in sunsets and
sea breezes is undeniably appealing. Barbuda whispers promises of tranquility,
simplicity, and a connection to nature that feels increasingly lost in the modern world.
And frankly, who wouldn't want a piece of that?

But here’s the thing about paradise - it rarely comes without a few caveats, usually
lurking just outside the frame of that perfect photograph. Think of this chapter as the
friendly reality check, the slightly tipsy uncle at the wedding who pulls you aside to
offer some well-meaning, perhaps slightly unfiltered, advice before you make a
lifelong commitment. We’'re not here to burst your bubble entirely, just to gently
inflate it with a dose of practicality. Because while Barbuda can be that idyllic escape,
living there full-time is a different kettle of fish entirely - possibly a fish you have to
catch yourself because the shop might be closed.

First things first: Barbuda is emphatically not just a quieter version of Antigua.
Thinking of it as Antigua's sleepy little sister is like comparing a Shetland pony to a
Clydesdale just because they're both horses. They share a nationality, a currency, and
proximity, but their personalities, infrastructure, and daily rhythms are worlds apart.
Antigua has the international airport, the cruise ship docks, the supermarkets, the
nightclubs, the broader range of restaurants, and most of the government apparatus.
Barbuda has... well, Barbuda has Barbuda. It has its own unique history, its fiercely
independent spirit, and a landscape shaped as much by its past communal land tenure

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

system as by the wind and waves.

And then there's Irma. You can't talk about contemporary Barbuda without
acknowledging the colossal impact of Hurricane Irma in 2017. It wasn't just a bad
storm; it was a Category 5+ monster that flattened huge swathes of the island,
rendering it temporarily uninhabitable. The rebuilding process has been ongoing ever
since, funded by international aid, government efforts, and the sheer resilience of the
Barbudan people. This means that even years later, you’'ll see signs of the recovery -
buildings still under repair, infrastructure projects underway, and perhaps a lingering
sense of vulnerability offset by determined optimism. It also means that resources,
from building materials to skilled labour, can sometimes be stretched thin, impacting
everything from finding accommodation to getting repairs done.

Understanding this context is crucial. It colours everything from the availability of
housing (a topic deserving its own chapter, believe us) to the reliability of utilities. It
adds another layer to the island's already unique character. It means patience isn't
just a virtue here; it's a fundamental survival skill, possibly more important than
knowing how to open a coconut without losing a finger. You're not just moving to a
quiet island; you're moving to a quiet island actively putting itself back together, piece
by piece. This requires a certain pioneering spirit, or at least a very high tolerance for
things not always going according to plan A, B, or even C.

Now, let's talk about the pace of life. You've heard of "island time," right? That
charmingly vague concept where schedules are more like suggestions and urgency is
generally frowned upon. In Barbuda, island time isn't just a quaint notion; it's the
operating system. Things move slowly. Deliberately. Sometimes, glacially. If you're
coming from a culture where efficiency is king and instant gratification is the norm,
this will likely be your biggest adjustment - and potentially your biggest source of
frustration, at least initially.

Need a government permit? Take a number, metaphorically speaking, and maybe
bring a good book. Waiting for a tradesperson? They might show up today, tomorrow,
next week, or possibly after they've finished helping their cousin fix his fishing boat.
Trying to get something done quickly often involves a complex dance of phone calls,
follow-ups, and relying on personal connections. Forget anonymous online portals or
efficient call centres; business here often happens face-to-face, built on relationships
and a healthy dose of patience. This isn't necessarily inefficient; it's just... different. It
prioritizes community and personal interaction over speed. But if your blood pressure
tends to skyrocket when things don't happen now, you might need to invest in some
deep-breathing exercises or a lifetime supply of chamomile tea.

This leisurely pace extends to everyday conveniences, or rather, the relative lack

thereof. Barbuda is not the land of twenty-four-hour supermarkets or vast shopping
malls. You won't find five different brands of organic kale or a dizzying array of
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artisanal sourdough breads. The local shops, while essential and often run by
wonderfully helpful people, will likely have a limited selection, particularly of imported
goods. Fresh produce might depend on what the boat brought in that day or what's
growing locally in season. Running out of milk might mean waiting until the next
supply run. Forget Amazon Prime delivering tomorrow; getting specific items often
involves planning a trip over to Antigua or navigating the sometimes-complex world of
international shipping and customs duties (more on that later).

This naturally leads to the next point: self-reliance is key. You'll quickly learn to plan
ahead, stock up on essentials, and perhaps even develop skills you never thought
you'd need. Can you fix a leaky tap? Do you know how to patch a screen door? Are
you prepared to entertain yourself when the internet flickers out during a tropical
downpour? Life in Barbuda encourages resourcefulness. It fosters a make-do-and-
mend attitude that can be incredibly rewarding but also occasionally maddening when
all you want is a specific screw that seems to exist only on another island.

Think of it as shedding the layers of consumerist convenience. You become more
aware of your consumption, more attuned to the logistics of island life. That weekly
mega-shop at the hypermarket gets replaced by strategic purchases and maybe
learning to bake your own bread or grow some herbs. It's a shift in mindset as much
as a change in shopping habits. You learn to appreciate what you have, make things
last, and perhaps borrow a cup of sugar (or a hammer) from your neighbour - which
brings us neatly to the community.

Barbuda's population is small. Tiny, even, by most standards. Pre-Irma, it hovered
around 1,600 people; post-Irma, numbers fluctuated, but it remains a place where
everybody generally knows everybody, or is at least related to somebody who knows
everybody. This creates a powerful sense of community, a network of support that can
be invaluable, especially when you're new. People look out for each other. News
travels fast - sometimes faster than the official channels. If your car breaks down,
chances are someone will stop to help before you've even had time to curse.

However, the flip side of this cosy intimacy is a distinct lack of anonymity. Your
comings and goings will be noted. Your business might become common knowledge,
discussed over evening drinks at the local gathering spot. If you value privacy above
all else, blending into the background might be challenging. Fitting in requires active
participation, respecting local customs and traditions (which we'll delve into later), and
understanding that you are entering an established social fabric. Showing up with an
attitude of "l know better" or trying to change things overnight is the fastest way to
alienate yourself. Humility, friendliness, and a genuine interest in the community go a
long way. Remember, you're the guest, even if you plan on staying permanently.

And then there's Mother Nature. She’s the main reason you’re considering Barbuda,
right? The pristine beaches, the vibrant reefs, the unique wildlife. But living immersed
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in nature means experiencing all of it, not just the picture-perfect parts. Yes, the
weather is generally glorious, but it also includes intense tropical sun that demands
serious respect (and high SPF), sudden downpours that can turn dirt roads into mud
baths, and the ever-present reality of hurricane season from June to November.
Preparedness isn't optional; it's an annual ritual.

On a daily level, you'll share your paradise with a variety of creatures. Mosquitoes and
sandflies (those infuriatingly tiny biting insects also known as 'no-see-ums') can be
relentless, especially around dusk or after rain. Good window screens, effective
repellent, and maybe even mosquito nets become essential accessories. Geckos will
scuttle across your walls (they eat the bugs, so consider them tiny roommates), crabs
might wander across your path, and the salt-laden air will wage a constant war on
anything metal, electronic, or prone to corrosion. Maintaining property requires
ongoing vigilance against the elements. Nature here is raw, beautiful, and utterly
indifferent to your comfort levels. Adapting means accepting this, finding ways to
coexist, and maybe learning to appreciate the geckos.

So, after all these reality checks, are we trying to talk you out of moving to Barbuda?
Absolutely not. The aim here is simply to paint a more complete picture, to balance
the undeniable allure of the pink sand with the practicalities of daily life. It's about
ensuring your dream aligns, at least somewhat, with the reality on the ground. Moving
anywhere new involves adjustments, challenges, and surprises. Moving to a small,
remote, recovering island requires an extra dose of flexibility, resilience, and a robust
sense of humour.

Think honestly about what truly matters to you. If you crave constant stimulation,
endless entertainment options, lightning-fast service, and the anonymity of a big city,
Barbuda might feel less like paradise and more like a beautifully decorated isolation
chamber after a few months. If you thrive on predictability and hate dealing with
unexpected hitches, the occasional infrastructure wobble might drive you spare. If you
need specialist medical care readily available just down the road, the healthcare
realities (requiring potential evacuation for serious issues) need careful consideration.

However, if you are genuinely seeking peace, quiet, and a profound connection with
the natural world, Barbuda delivers in ways few other places can. If you value
community spirit over convenience, if you're adaptable, resourceful, and patient, and
if the idea of swapping rush hour for watching pelicans dive for fish truly excites you,
then you might just be the kind of person who thrives here. If you understand that
paradise isn't perfect, but are willing to embrace the imperfections - the slow pace,
the limited choices, the buzzing insects, the occasional power cut - as part of the
unique character of the place, then Barbuda could indeed be the extraordinary home
you're searching for. It’s a place that demands something from you, but the rewards -
unparalleled beauty, genuine tranquility, and a truly unique way of life - can be
immense. Just make sure you're packing your patience alongside your swimwear.
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