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Introduction
Pall Corporation, a name synonymous with innovation in filtration, separation, and
purification, has carved a remarkable path across the landscape of twentieth and
twenty-first-century American industry. From its beginnings rooted in the modest
workshop of Dr. David B. Pall behind a shoe-shine parlor in Brooklyn, Pall Corp. has
grown into an influential global leader whose products touch virtually every aspect of
modern life. Whether through safeguarding aircraft, ensuring the purity of
pharmaceuticals, enhancing the safety of blood transfusions, or tackling
environmental challenges, the company’s reach is as diverse as it is profound.

The story of Pall Corp. is as much a tale of individual ingenuity and perseverance as it
is a chronicle of scientific accomplishment and business acumen. Dr. Pall’s legacy,
defined by a relentless pursuit of better solutions and a portfolio of over 180 patents,
set a foundation upon which the company would build not just products, but an
enduring culture of problem-solving and purpose. Through decades of technological
transformation, market evolution, and global expansion, Pall has consistently stood at
the intersection of science, industry, and society.

This book endeavors to trace Pall Corp.’s journey from postwar America through
periods of rapid industrialization, shifting global dynamics, and into the complex,
interconnected world of today. Each chapter will explore both the pivotal moments
and the incremental advances: the stakes and innovations of aerospace in the 1950s
and 60s, the leap into medical applications that revolutionized transfusion science,
and the role Pall played in critical world events—from nuclear accidents to military
operations. The company’s story also reflects broader changes in business practice,
from expansion through acquisition to adaptation in the face of regulatory and
environmental challenges.

In chronicling its leadership, particularly the vision that guided the company long after
its founder’s passing, we will consider how Pall fostered a spirit of collaboration and
excellence that continues to inform its culture. The narrative will also examine the
company’s merger with industrial giant Danaher Corporation, a transformative
moment that redefined both organizations and set new trajectories for their futures.

Pall Corp. stands as a testament to the impact that focused expertise, agile
adaptation, and long-term vision can have on shaping industries and improving lives.
Its history illustrates not only the complexities of sustaining innovation and growth
over generations but also the privacy and responsibility companies bear in stewarding
resources and advancing societal goals.
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As we delve into Pall Corporation’s story, we invite readers to reflect upon the
interconnectedness of science, commerce, and human welfare. In an era where clean
water, safe food, effective medicine, and protected environments are more crucial
than ever, understanding the legacy and promise of companies like Pall becomes not
just a topic of corporate history, but a lens through which to view some of society’s
most pressing contemporary challenges.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Origins: Dr. David B. Pall and the
Birth of a Vision
The year 1946 marked the genesis of what would become a global leader in filtration,
separation, and purification. It was in this post-World War II landscape that Dr. David
B. Pall, a brilliant chemist with a penchant for solving complex problems, embarked on
an entrepreneurial journey. His vision, rooted in scientific discovery and a desire to
commercialize his innovative ideas, laid the groundwork for Pall Corporation.

Dr. Pall's academic foundation was robust, having earned a Ph.D. in Physical
Chemistry from McGill University in 1939. This advanced degree provided him with the
rigorous scientific training that would prove invaluable in his future endeavors. His
early career saw him contributing to one of the most significant scientific undertakings
of the era: the Manhattan Project. In this top-secret program, Dr. Pall was involved in
the critical design of a filter aimed at separating uranium-235 from uranium-238 using
sintered stainless steel mesh, a testament to his early expertise in filter technology
and materials science.

It was this foundational experience, coupled with an inventive spirit, that propelled Dr.
Pall to establish his own company in 1946. He started Micro Metallic Corporation, a
name that hinted at the precision and material science at the core of his initial
product. The company’s origins were decidedly humble, operating from a space
tucked behind a shoe-shine parlor in Brooklyn, New York. This modest beginning
stands in stark contrast to the global enterprise Pall Corporation would ultimately
become.

Dr. Pall's initial focus for Micro Metallic Corporation was to develop and market a
porous stainless-steel filter, one of his early and significant inventions. This innovative
material was designed to meet demanding applications, capable of handling heavy
pressure, high temperatures, and corrosive materials. The versatility of this porous
metallic filter would soon find applications across various nascent and established
industries.

The formation of Micro Metallic Corporation was not merely the creation of a business;
it was the formalization of Dr. Pall's unwavering commitment to advancing filtration
technology. He saw beyond the immediate need, recognizing the vast potential for
specialized filters to improve processes, enhance safety, and solve critical industrial
challenges. This forward-thinking approach, coupled with his scientific acumen, would
define the company's trajectory for decades to come.
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While the exact details of the early days behind the shoe-shine parlor might be
shrouded in the romanticism of entrepreneurial lore, it's clear that this period was
characterized by intense dedication and hands-on innovation. Dr. Pall was not just a
founder; he was the primary inventor and scientific driving force, immersed in the
practicalities of bringing his filter designs to life. He was a chemist who understood
that theoretical knowledge had to translate into tangible, effective products.

The establishment of Micro Metallic Corporation in 1946 marked the formal beginning
of a corporate entity, but the vision itself had been fermenting in Dr. Pall's mind for
some time. His work on the Manhattan Project had demonstrated the critical
importance of precise separation and purification, lessons that would undoubtedly
inform his commercial ventures. The challenge of separating isotopes, a task requiring
the utmost in filtration efficiency, underscored the vast need for advanced filter
technologies in a rapidly industrializing world.

Indeed, the post-war era presented fertile ground for innovation. Industries were
retooling, new technologies were emerging, and there was a growing awareness of the
need for improved process control and purity across various sectors. Dr. Pall was
uniquely positioned to capitalize on these needs, armed with his specialized
knowledge and a breakthrough product. His porous stainless-steel filter was not just
another filter; it was a high-performance solution for demanding environments.

The decision to name the company "Micro Metallic Corporation" was a direct reflection
of the product's core identity: microscopic pores within a metallic structure. This
precise engineering was what set Dr. Pall's filters apart. They weren't just simple
screens; they were sophisticated instruments designed for exact separation at a
minute level, capable of enduring harsh conditions where other materials might fail.

From the quiet workspace in Brooklyn, Dr. Pall began the meticulous process of
refining his filter designs and introducing them to potential clients. It was a period of
building from the ground up, characterized by direct engagement with technical
challenges and a relentless pursuit of performance. The story of Micro Metallic
Corporation, and subsequently Pall Corporation, truly begins with this single-minded
dedication to the science and art of filtration, driven by the inventive genius of its
founder.
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