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Introduction

The story of Amphenol Corporation is uniquely American, intertwining ingenuity,
relentless pursuit of progress, and the kind of entrepreneurial spirit that has
transformed industries and elevated communities for nearly a century. Tracing its
roots to a single engineer’s innovation on the stormy eve of the Great Depression,
Amphenol’s journey from a modest Chicago workshop to a commanding presence on
the global stage is a testament to the enduring power of creativity, adaptation, and
leadership. Throughout its history, the company has provided the critical
connections—both literal and metaphorical—that fuel technology, enable industry, and
power progress.

Launched in 1932 as the American Phenolic Corporation by Arthur ). Schmitt,
Amphenol’s initial breakthrough was deceptively simple: a revolutionary molded
socket for radio tubes that set a new standard for reliability and efficiency. This
innovation not only laid the foundation for the company’s name but also established a
culture of inventive engineering that would pervade every phase of its history. The
American Phenolic Corporation swiftly earned its premier client, RCA, and from these
pivotal early years, the DNA of growth and ambition was firmly implanted.

As world events shaped the company’s destiny—now under its new moniker,
Amphenol Corporation—a transformation occurred during World War Il. The urgent
demands of the Allied war effort propelled Amphenol into the national spotlight as a
key supplier of robust connectors for military equipment and aircraft. This era both
solidified the company’s technical reputation and embedded the values of
responsiveness and quality that still define Amphenol today.

The postwar decades saw Amphenol seize the promise of new markets and
technologies, from the dawn of the computing era to the explosive growth of
telecommunications, aerospace, automotive, industrial, medical, and more. Through
strategic diversification, relentless product development, and a willingness to embrace
and integrate new ideas—often through well-timed acquisitions—Amphenol steadily
expanded its portfolio and global footprint. The creation and acquisition of such
innovations as the BNC connector highlighted Amphenol’s role as a pioneer,
consistently enabling the rapid advancement of faster, more reliable electronic
systems around the world.

Today, Amphenol ranks among the world’s largest and most respected providers of
interconnect, sensor, and antenna solutions. Its products underpin the infrastructure of
the electronic age—found in critical components of automobiles, aircraft, data centers,
mobile devices, medical equipment, and communication networks. Its status as a
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member of the S&P 500 reflects not only financial achievement but also the
recognition of its pivotal role in advancing modern life and technology.

The chapters ahead chart the full arc of Amphenol’s journey—from the vision of its
founder through decades of expansion, reinvention, and technical mastery, to its
current position at the forefront of innovation and sustainability. Through this
exploration, we will examine not only what Amphenol has accomplished, but also the
broader context of American enterprise and the collective ingenuity that shapes our
connected future.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Birth of American Phenolic
Corporation

The year 1932 dawned upon an America gripped by the Great Depression, a time of
immense hardship and economic uncertainty. Yet, amidst the widespread closures and
despair, pockets of innovation continued to flicker, fueled by the ingenuity of
individuals determined to create something new, something better. It was in this
challenging climate that Arthur J. Schmitt, an engineer, inventor, and entrepreneur
from Chicago, lllinois, embarked on a venture that would, in time, evolve into a global
industrial powerhouse.

Schmitt, a man driven by curiosity and an innate understanding of technology,
recognized a fundamental flaw in the burgeoning radio industry: the fragility of
existing radio tube sockets. In the early days of radio, vacuum tubes were essential
components, and their sockets, typically made from brittle ceramic, were prone to
cracking and breaking. This inherent weakness led to frequent malfunctions and a
short lifespan for many electronic devices. Schmitt, with his keen eye for practical
solutions, envisioned a superior alternative.

His idea was revolutionary in its simplicity and effectiveness: a molded radio tube
socket crafted from insulating plastic, specifically phenolic material. This was a
significant departure from the fragile ceramic versions then prevalent in the market.
The use of phenolic, a type of thermosetting plastic, offered enhanced durability,
improved insulation, and a more consistent manufacturing process. It was a material
that could withstand the rigors of everyday use far better than its ceramic
predecessors, promising a more reliable and longer-lasting product.

With this innovative product in hand, Arthur J. Schmitt officially founded his company
in Chicago in 1932, naming it the American Phenolic Corporation. The name itself was
a direct reflection of his initial product's key material, phenolic, and the company's
American origins. The venture began modestly, but the quality and foresight
embodied in Schmitt's molded radio tube socket quickly garnered attention. In an era
where every component counted, a more robust and dependable connection for radio
tubes was a compelling proposition for manufacturers.

The fledgling company's fortunes received a significant boost with an early and
substantial order from the Radio Corporation of America, or RCA. RCA, a dominant
force in the radio and phonograph industry at the time, recognized the value of
Schmitt's invention. This initial order provided American Phenolic Corporation with
crucial momentum, validating Schmitt's vision and establishing the company's
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credibility in a competitive market. The partnership with RCA underscored the
immediate need for reliable interconnect solutions, laying the groundwork for
American Phenolic's future expansion.

The success with RCA allowed Schmitt to further invest in new technologies and
expand the company's capabilities. Even in the throes of an economic depression, the
demand for electronic components, particularly those that offered improved
performance and longevity, continued to grow. American Phenolic Corporation, with its
focus on quality and innovation, was perfectly positioned to capitalize on this
burgeoning need. The journey had begun, not with a bang, but with the quiet hum of a
well-connected radio, a testament to Arthur J. Schmitt's engineering acumen and
entrepreneurial spirit.
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