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Introduction

Jaipur, Rajasthan’s famed Pink City, stands as a living testament to India’s artistry,
ingenuity, and enduring cultural spirit. Beyond the rose-tinted facades of its streets
and palaces, the heart of Jaipur beats strongest in its bustling workshops and creative
communities, where lineage, labor, and legacy intermingle each day. Declared a
UNESCO World Heritage city, Jaipur is not only an architectural gem but also one of the
greatest repositories of handmade crafts in the world—a city where the past is not a
distant memory but a vibrant, ever-evolving force.

The history of Jaipur’s artisans is carved into the very blueprint of the city itself. When
Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh Il founded Jaipur in 1727, he envisioned not just a city of
commerce and governance, but a thriving center for arts and crafts. By offering
patronage, resources, and land, the Maharaja drew skilled artisans from across the
Indian subcontinent, setting the stage for Jaipur to become a meeting ground of talent
and innovation. Over centuries, these craftspeople—known locally as karigars—formed
tight-knit guilds and neighborhoods, each devoted to refining and passing down their
specialized knowledge through generations.

Today, Jaipur’s artisan workshops are sites of both tradition and transformation.
Whether it's the rhythmic pound of wooden blocks on cotton in Sanganer, the
whispered concentration of gem cutters in Johari Bazaar, the delicate touch of a
miniature painter’s brush, or the magical gleam of blue pottery in roadside kilns, the
City’s crafts represent an astonishing kaleidoscope of skill and artistry. These
workshops are bound not only by common trades, but also by stories—of migration,
aspiration, resilience, and the everyday joys and struggles of makers whose fingers
keep history alive.

Yet, the story of Jaipur’s artisans is not one of unchanging continuity. Pressures from
global markets, mass production, rising material costs, and cultural commodification
threaten age-old techniques and livelihoods. At the same time, many karigars are
looking outward—embracing digital tools, collaborating with designers, experimenting
with new materials, and finding markets that appreciate authenticity and
sustainability. Their efforts speak to a deep dynamism within the tradition: Jaipur’s
crafts persevere not simply by preserving the past, but by constantly adapting it for
changing times.

This book offers an immersive journey into the beating heart of Jaipur’s craft heritage.
Through firsthand interviews, in-depth cultural context, and detailed process
descriptions, it peels back the layers behind vibrant textiles, dazzling jewelry, intricate
pottery, and more. Along the way, readers will encounter not just objects of beauty,
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but the living realities—hopes, difficulties, and ambitions—of those who make them.
From family workshops and community festivals to cutting-edge collaborations and
schemes for preservation, each chapter aims to foreground authentic voices and
illuminate the complexity and richness of this artisanal world.

Whether you are a traveler, a designer, a student of culture, or simply a lover of
handmade beauty, this book invites you to wander the byways of Jaipur’s creative
cityscape—where every lane holds a story, every hand tells a history, and every object
shines with the spirit of the Pink City’s artisans.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Pink City: Jaipur’'s Foundations
and Visionary Beginnings

The story of Jaipur, often romanticized as the Pink City, begins not with an accident of
architecture, but with a deliberate act of vision. In the early 18th century, as the
Mughal Empire’s once-mighty grip began to loosen, a new kind of power was emerging
in the princely states of Rajasthan. Among these astute rulers was Maharaja Sawai Jai
Singh I, the visionary monarch of Amber. Born in 1686, Jai Singh Il ascended the
throne of Amber at the tender age of eleven in 1699. He was a man of extraordinary
intellect, deeply passionate about astronomy, mathematics, and architecture, a rare
combination for a ruler of his time.

His ancestral capital, Amber, nestled amidst the Aravalli hills, had served its purpose
for centuries. However, by the early 1700s, it was facing significant challenges: a
growing population, an increasing scarcity of water, and its hilly terrain simply wasn't
conducive to the kind of expansion Jai Singh Il envisioned. He dreamed of a new
capital, not merely a fortified stronghold, but a thriving metropolis built for commerce,
culture, and intellectual pursuit—a city that would stand as a beacon of modernity and
prosperity.

In 1727, after careful consideration and a comprehensive study of city plans from
across the globe, including European cities, Jai Singh Il laid the foundation of his new
capital, Jaipur. He chose a site on a plain, a departure from the typical hill-fort cities of
the region, and embarked on an ambitious urban planning project. The design of Jaipur
was meticulous, conceived and developed in a single, rapid phase between 1727 and
1731, a remarkable feat for the era.

At the heart of this grand design was a grid-iron plan, a layout inspired by the ancient
Hindu architectural treatise of Vastu Shastra, which literally means "science of
architecture." This traditional system aims to harmonize architecture with nature,
incorporating elements like sunlight and symmetry. The city was divided into nine
rectangular sectors, or chowkris, a layout believed to correspond to the nine divisions
of the universe. Wide main streets, some as wide as 119 feet, intersected at right
angles, forming large public squares known as chaupars.

This innovative urban planning was a stark contrast to the organic, often haphazard
growth of medieval cities. Jai Singh Ill's vision was to create an orderly, efficient, and
aesthetically pleasing city. He enlisted the expertise of Vidyadhar Bhattacharya, a
Bengali architect, as his chief planner. Together, they meticulously planned every
detail, from the orientation of the city's gates—seven of which still survive—to the
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uniform facades of the buildings lining the main thoroughfares.

The city's design was not merely about aesthetics and order; it was fundamentally
about fostering economic growth and artistic development. Jai Singh Il actively invited
skilled artisans, scholars, and merchants from across India to settle in his new capital.
He understood that a vibrant city needed a diverse and talented population. These
invited communities were provided with land, resources, and royal patronage, creating
an environment ripe for artistic innovation and trade.

One of the most immediate and lasting impacts of this visionary planning was the
establishment of dedicated spaces for various crafts. Jaipur’s urban blueprint
earmarked specific areas for different professions and communities, a practice still
evident in the names of its bustling bazaars today. For instance, Johari Bazaar, the
jewelers' market, was designated for those who worked with precious metals and
gemstones. This foresight in urban design allowed for the natural clustering of
artisans, fostering a sense of community and shared knowledge.

The initial construction of Jaipur was not just about laying bricks and carving stone; it
was about building an ecosystem. The state itself took on the responsibility for
constructing the main markets, shops, and even the havelis, or large houses, along
the primary streets. This ensured a consistent architectural style and a harmonious
streetscape, contributing to the city's unique charm. The rapid completion of much of
the city's infrastructure within a few years of its founding demonstrates the efficiency
and dedication behind Jai Singh Il's ambitious project.

The strategic location of Jaipur also played a crucial role in its success as a center for
trade and crafts. It was close enough to the former capital of Amber to maintain a
sense of continuity but also strategically positioned near important trade routes and a
Mughal highway, making it an attractive hub for business. This accessibility facilitated
the flow of raw materials, goods, and people, all essential for the flourishing of its
artisanal industries.

Beyond its physical layout, Jaipur’'s very character was shaped by Jai Singh II's
intellectual pursuits. His profound interest in astronomy, for example, is famously
embodied in the Jantar Mantar, an astronomical observatory he built in the city. While
not directly a craft workshop, it signifies the enlightened spirit of the city's founder and
the emphasis on knowledge and precision that permeated his reign. This intellectual
curiosity extended to his desire for a city that promoted safety, prosperity, and a
peaceful environment for all its inhabitants.

The distinct "Pink City" moniker, for which Jaipur is now globally recognized, came
much later, in 1876. During the visit of Albert Edward, the Prince of Wales, Maharaja
Sawai Ram Singh Il, in a grand gesture of hospitality, ordered the entire city to be
painted a uniform terracotta pink. This dusky rose hue, derived from the local
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sandstone, became an enduring symbol of Jaipur, adding another layer to its unique
identity.

The planning of Jaipur, unlike many other cities that grew organically over time, was a
deliberate act of creation, a testament to the vision of Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh Il. He
didn't just build a city; he cultivated a cradle for art, commerce, and culture. From its
foundational grid to its designated artisan quarters, Jaipur was designed to be a living
canvas, a place where craftsmanship could flourish and be passed down through
generations. This foundational vision laid the groundwork for the vibrant artisanal
heritage that continues to define Jaipur today.
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