SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Great Mosques

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Birth of the Mosque: Beginnings in the Arabian Peninsula
Chapter 2 The Masjid al-Haram: Spiritual Center of the Islamic World
Chapter 3 Al-Masjid an-Nabawi: Legacy of the Prophet

Chapter 4 The Expansion of Mosques: Islam Beyond Arabia

Chapter 5 The Umayyad Mosque of Damascus: Synthesis of Cultures
Chapter 6 Abbasid Ambitions: The Great Mosque of Samarra

Chapter 7 The Great Mosque of Kairouan: North Africa’s Pillar

Chapter 8 Andalusian Splendors: The Mezquita of Cérdoba

Chapter 9 The Alhambra and Granada’s Palatial Mosques

Chapter 10 The Seljuk Mosques: Persia’s Innovations

Chapter 11 Ottoman Grandeur: Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque
Chapter 12 Sileymaniye and the Age of Sinan: Master Builder of Istanbul
Chapter 13 South Asian Majesty: Jama Masjid, Delhi

Chapter 14 Mughal Innovations: Badshahi and Wazir Khan Mosques
Chapter 15 The Great Mosque of Djenné: Mud and Majesty in Mali
Chapter 16 The Mosques of China: Islam in the Far East

Chapter 17 The Moscow Cathedral Mosque: Islam in Europe’s East
Chapter 18 The Great Mosque of Xi'an: Crossroads of Cultures

Chapter 19 Umayyad Structures in Jerusalem: Al-Agsa and Dome of the Rock
Chapter 20 Maghreb’s Marvels: Mosques of Fez and Marrakesh

Chapter 21 Southeast Asian Mosques: Brunei, Malaysia, and Indonesia
Chapter 22 The Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque: Modernity and Opulence
Chapter 23 Conservation and Challenges: Preserving Sacred Spaces
Chapter 24 The Mosque in the Global City: Europe and the Americas
Chapter 25 The Future of Mosque Architecture: Dialogue, Sustainability, and
Innovation

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Mosques, or masjids in Arabic, have stood at the heart of Islamic civilization for over a
millennium, their minarets rising above cities, towns, and villages across the world.
More than just places for prayer, as one of Islam’s core institutions, mosques
encapsulate the spiritual, educational, and social aspirations of Muslim communities
everywhere. They are spaces where faith is expressed, knowledge is shared, and
communities are formed—a legacy that began in the 7th-century deserts of Arabia and
continues, ever evolving, into the modern urban landscape.

From the earliest mud walls of Quba and the first congregation of Qiblah, mosques
swiftly became the bedrock of Islamic society. Serving as centers for learning, charity,
deliberation, and sometimes even military strategy, they shaped the lifeblood of cities
and connected believers across continents. People flocked here not merely for prayer,
but to take part in social life, education, governance, and artistic expression. The
mosque, thus, is as much a symbol of unity as it is a house of worship.

Architecturally, the great mosques of history represent a captivating tapestry woven
from local traditions and universal Islamic principles. The elegant simplicity of early
Arabian mosques gradually gave way to extraordinary innovations—decorative domes,
stately minarets, resplendent tilework, and awe-inspiring calligraphy. Each mosque
tells a story, not only of the devotion of its patrons and architects but of the historical
currents—trade, migration, conquest, and conversion—that carried Islam’s message
far beyond its birthplace.

This book, Great Mosques, is a detailed exploration of these monumental spaces. We
journey from the sanctified precincts of Mecca and Medina, through the ancient
capitals of Damascus and Kairouan, to the mud-brick marvels of Djenné and the
glittering domes of Istanbul. Along the way, we encounter the shifting forms and
meanings of mosques as Islam encountered cultures as diverse as China, Spain, West
Africa, and Southeast Asia. The selection is both global and representative, focusing
on those mosques whose historical and architectural significance have made them
icons in their own right.

Yet, the story of the mosque does not end with the past. In our era, new mosques fuse
tradition and innovation, addressing the needs of expanding populations, urban
landscapes, and environmental sustainability. As the world changes, so too does the
role of the mosque, reaffirming its place as a dynamic, inclusive, and inspiring
institution in the lives of Muslims and non-Muslims alike.

Through the following chapters, readers are invited to delve into the beauty, diversity,
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and significance of these great mosques—each an enduring testament to faith,
artistry, and the creative spirit of the communities that built and preserved them.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Birth of the Mosque: Beginnings
in the Arabian Peninsula

The story of the mosque, the masjid, begins not with grand structures of stone and
intricate tilework, but with a humble dwelling in the sun-drenched Arabian Peninsula.
Before the advent of Islam, the Kaaba in Mecca, an ancient cube-shaped building,
stood as a focal point for worship in the region, drawing pilgrims from various tribes.
Its significance predated Islam, and it housed idols representing the diverse deities
worshipped by the pre-Islamic Arabs. This pre-existing tradition of pilgrimage and a
central sanctuary provided a familiar framework upon which the nascent Islamic
community would build its sacred spaces.

The transformative moment came with the Prophet Muhammad and the revelation of
Islam. In its earliest days, prayer was a private act or conducted in small, informal
gatherings. The very first collective prayers, if they can even be called that, might
have taken place in the open air, under the vast Arabian sky, or within the modest
homes of early converts. The emphasis was on submission to God (Allah) and the unity
of believers, rather than on elaborate structures.

The journey of the Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to Medina, known as the Hijra in
622 CE, marked a pivotal turning point. It was in Medina, then known as Yathrib, that
the foundations of the first true mosque were laid, signaling a shift from private
devotion to communal worship and the establishment of a distinct Islamic society. This
migration was not merely a change of location; it was the genesis of a new social and
political order centered around the principles of Islam.

Upon arriving in Quba, a village just outside Medina, the Prophet Muhammad
participated in the construction of a small mosque, now known as Masjid Quba. This
was a simple, unadorned structure, likely an open courtyard enclosed by walls of mud-
brick and palm fronds. Its primary function was to serve as a place for the nascent
Muslim community to gather for prayer and to foster a sense of collective identity.
While modest in its construction, its significance was profound, establishing a
precedent for communal worship spaces.

Soon after, in Medina itself, the Prophet Muhammad oversaw the construction of what
would become Al-Masjid an-Nabawi, the Prophet’s Mosque. Unlike later monumental
mosques, this original structure was a multi-purpose complex. It served not only as a
place of prayer but also as a community center, a court of justice, a school, and even a
temporary infirmary. Imagine a bustling hub where religious instruction took place
alongside political discussions, and where the needy could find solace and support.
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This multifaceted role underscored the integrated nature of faith and daily life in early
Islam.

The initial design of the Prophet's Mosque was remarkably pragmatic. It consisted of a
large open courtyard, a common feature in Arabian architecture, providing ample
space for congregations. A shaded area, or suffah, was created using palm trunks as
columns and palm leaves for the roof, offering respite from the desert sun. This area
also served as a dwelling for some of the Prophet's companions who had no homes of
their own. The direction of prayer, the gibla, was initially towards Jerusalem, reflecting
the early orientation of the Muslim community. Later, following a divine revelation, the
gibla was reoriented towards the Kaaba in Mecca. This change was swiftly
implemented, demonstrating the community's responsiveness to revelation.

The simplicity of these early mosques belied their profound social impact. They were
more than just buildings; they were living institutions that shaped the character of the
emerging Muslim society. The daily congregational prayers fostered unity and
equality, as all worshippers, regardless of social standing, stood side by side. The
Friday sermon, delivered from a simple pulpit (minbar), became a vital means of
communication, conveying religious teachings, community announcements, and even
political guidance.

Education was another cornerstone of mosque life. In the Prophet's Mosque,
discussions on religious matters, interpretations of the Quran, and the teachings of the
Prophet (Hadith) took place regularly. This informal yet effective system of learning
laid the groundwork for future Islamic educational institutions. The mosque was where
new converts learned about their faith, where children were taught the Quran, and
where scholars debated theological points. It was a cradle of intellectual and spiritual
development.

Beyond the spiritual and educational, the mosque also functioned as a social welfare
hub. Resources were pooled, and aid was distributed to the poor and needy. It was a
place where disputes were mediated, and justice was dispensed, embodying the
Islamic principles of compassion and fairness. The communal spirit fostered within the
mosque walls extended to all aspects of life, creating a strong sense of solidarity
among the believers.

The early mosques also played a crucial role in the nascent Islamic state. Decisions
affecting the community were often discussed and debated within their confines.
Military strategies were planned, and even the selection of leaders occurred in these
communal spaces. This integrated function of the mosque as a spiritual, social, and
political center distinguished it from other religious buildings of the time. It was a truly
holistic institution, reflecting the comprehensive nature of Islam.

As Islam expanded beyond the Arabian Peninsula, the fundamental elements of these
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early mosques—the open courtyard, the shaded prayer hall, the gibla wall, and the
minbar—would serve as prototypes. While later mosques would incorporate more
elaborate architectural styles and decorative elements, the core principles established
in Medina remained. The humble beginnings in Quba and Medina laid the blueprint for
countless mosques that would rise across continents, each a testament to the
enduring legacy of these foundational structures.

The very act of building a mosque became a meritorious deed in Islam, encouraging
communities to establish their own centers of worship and gathering. This
decentralized yet unified approach allowed for the rapid proliferation of mosques as
Islam spread. Each new mosque, no matter how modest, became a beacon for the
Muslim community, a physical manifestation of their faith and a gathering place for
shared purpose.

The simplicity of early mosque architecture also allowed for adaptability. Local
materials and building techniques were readily incorporated, leading to diverse
architectural expressions even as the core functions remained consistent. The desert
environment of Arabia dictated the use of readily available resources like mud-brick,
palm fronds, and timber, resulting in structures that were both practical and
sustainable for their time.

The spirit of these early mosques continues to resonate in modern Islamic
architecture. While contemporary mosques often feature sophisticated designs and
advanced technology, the emphasis on communal gathering, spiritual reflection, and
social engagement remains paramount. The legacy of the Prophet Muhammad's
mosque in Medina, a place where all aspects of community life converged, serves as
an enduring inspiration for mosque design and function worldwide.

Thus, the birth of the mosque in the Arabian Peninsula was not merely the
construction of buildings but the creation of vibrant, multi-functional centers that were
integral to the establishment and growth of Islamic civilization. From these
unassuming origins sprang a rich architectural tradition and a profound institutional
framework that would shape societies for centuries to come. The next chapters will
delve into how these foundational principles evolved and manifested in some of the
most magnificent mosque structures across the globe.
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