SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Lindsay Davenport

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Origins: Athletic Roots and Early Childhood in Palos Verdes
Chapter 2 Finding Tennis: From Family Volleyball to a Racquet of Her Own
Chapter 3 Early Promise: Junior Tournaments and National Recognition
Chapter 4 Teenage Prodigy: Turning Professional at Sixteen

Chapter 5 Making an Impact: Breakthroughs and Upsets in the Early 1990s
Chapter 6 Coaching and Guidance: The Role of Robert Lansdorp
Chapter 7 Standing Tall: Building a Powerful Game

Chapter 8 Olympic Gold: Atlanta 1996 and an International Breakthrough
Chapter 9 First Grand Slam: Triumph at the 1998 US Open

Chapter 10 Rivalries Forged: Facing Hingis, Serena, and Venus

Chapter 11 Wimbledon Glory: The 1999 Championships

Chapter 12 Dominance and Duality: Simultaneous No. 1 in Singles and
Doubles

Chapter 13 The Australian Open: Breaking Hingis’s Streak in 2000
Chapter 14 Grand Slam Doubles: Partnerships and Titles

Chapter 15 Consistency at the Top: Year-End No. 1, Record Weeks
Chapter 16 Challenges and Setbacks: Injuries and Surgeries

Chapter 17 Resilience and Comebacks: Defying the Odds

Chapter 18 Signature Style: Power, Precision, and the Baseline Game
Chapter 19 Off the Court: Media, Endorsements, and Public Persona
Chapter 20 Family Life: Marriage, Motherhood, and Private Pursuits
Chapter 21 The Final Years: Farewell to the Professional Tour

Chapter 22 Lasting Legacy: Awards, Honors, and Hall of Fame Induction
Chapter 23 Giving Back: Coaching, Mentoring, and Tennis Advocacy
Chapter 24 Commentary and Influence: Shaping the Next Generation
Chapter 25 Lindsay Davenport’s Place in Tennis History

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Few athletes in the history of tennis have exemplified the rare combination of quiet
determination, formidable skill, and unwavering grace as Lindsay Davenport. A
dominant presence on the court for nearly two decades, Davenport’s career is a study
in both exceptional athletic achievement and dignified sportsmanship. Emerging in the
1990s as a towering force in women’s tennis, she rose from hopeful junior to world No.
1—an ascent marked by resilience and an unyielding commitment to improvement.

Born into an athletic family rooted in volleyball, Lindsay Davenport charted her own
path on the tennis courts of Southern California. Standing out from an early age
through a mix of physical presence and technical prowess, she harnessed her natural
gifts and refined them under the guidance of esteemed coaches. Her
groundstrokes—particularly her flat, thunderous forehand and backhand—became her
signature weapons, enabling her to control rallies against the very best in the world.

Davenport’s journey was never devoid of challenges. From the pressure of early
expectation as a teen prodigy to the physical setbacks that interrupted her prime
years, she consistently demonstrated the resilience and focus that define true
champions. Each comeback story, each pivotal rivalry with contemporaries like
Martina Hingis and the Williams sisters, added a layer to her legacy and her reputation
as a player who could rise to every challenge.

Off the court, Lindsay Davenport’s character shone just as brightly. She navigated the
demands of elite competition while nurturing a fulfilling personal life—a feat that
required as much determination as any match on Centre Court. Her transition from
player to coach and commentator only deepened her contributions to the sport, as she
became a mentor to rising stars and a respected voice in tennis media.

This biography seeks to chronicle the myriad chapters of Lindsay Davenport’s
remarkable story. From her earliest days picking up a racquet to the thrilling highs of
Grand Slam triumphs, from painful injuries to dazzling comebacks, and into her
meaningful post-retirement roles, we will explore not only the achievements but the
character and choices behind them.

As we turn the pages of this book, we are invited to appreciate not just the statistics
and trophies, but the ethos of a champion whose impact on tennis endures—an
enduring testament to grace under pressure, quiet authority, and the relentless
pursuit of excellence.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

CHAPTER ONE: Origins: Athletic Roots and Early
Childhood in Palos Verdes

Lindsay Ann Davenport Leach, born on June 8, 1976, entered a world already deeply
steeped in athletic endeavor. Her birthplace, Palos Verdes, California, a picturesque
peninsula known for its dramatic cliffs and ocean views, would provide the initial
backdrop for a life that would eventually unfold on tennis courts across the globe. But
before Grand Slam titles and Olympic gold, there was the less glamorous, yet equally
foundational, reality of a family whose very fabric was woven with the threads of
competitive sport.

The Davenport household was not merely a place where sports were enjoyed; they
were a way of life, a constant hum in the background, shaping daily routines and
influencing aspirations. This wasn't a family that simply watched games on television;
they lived them, breathed them, and excelled in them. The roots of this athletic
lineage ran particularly deep in the world of volleyball, a sport that captivated her
parents and older sisters.

Her father, Wink Davenport, was more than just a casual enthusiast; he was an
Olympian. In 1968, he proudly represented the United States as a member of the U.S.
volleyball team at the Summer Olympics held in Mexico City. Imagine the dinner table
conversations, perhaps filled with anecdotes of international competition, the
discipline required, the thrill of performance on a global stage. These weren't just
bedtime stories; they were lived experiences, providing a tangible example of
dedication and achievement right within the family home.

Complementing her father's athletic prowess was her mother, Ann L. Davenport. Ann
wasn't merely a supportive spouse from the sidelines; she held a significant leadership
position within the sport, serving as the president of the Southern California Volleyball
Association. This role would have provided her with an intimate understanding of the
organizational side of sports, the intricate planning, and the dedication required to
foster talent and promote competition. It meant that the strategic elements of sport,
not just the physical, were likely discussed and understood within the Davenport
household.

The influence of volleyball extended beyond her parents to her older siblings.
Lindsay’s two older sisters, Leiann and Shannon, also embraced the family tradition,
actively participating in volleyball. This created an environment where athletic activity
was the norm, not the exception. For a young Lindsay, growing up, it would have been
natural to see her family members engaged in training, competing, and discussing
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their respective sporting pursuits. The very air she breathed was filled with the spirit of
competition and physical exertion.

While the family’s primary sporting allegiance was undeniably with volleyball, this
pervasive athletic atmosphere fostered a broader appreciation for physical activity
and competitive drive. It instilled a natural inclination towards sport, a comfortable
familiarity with the demands of training, and an understanding of the pursuit of
excellence. This fertile ground, rich with athletic precedent, provided a foundational
advantage for Lindsay, even before she picked up her first tennis racquet.

The early years in Palos Verdes were therefore characterized by an unspoken
curriculum of sport. Weekends might have been filled with trips to volleyball
tournaments, evenings with discussions of game strategies, and perhaps even
impromptu athletic challenges in the backyard. This wasn't a rigid training regimen
imposed on a child, but rather an organic immersion into a world where athletic
achievement was valued and pursued with passion.

It's easy to imagine Lindsay, a quiet observer perhaps, absorbing these lessons from
her surroundings. The discipline, the focus, the joy of victory, and the resilience in the
face of defeat - these were all concepts that would have been demonstrated daily by
her family members. While her own path would eventually diverge from the family’s
chosen sport, the core values and inherent understanding of what it took to be an
athlete were undoubtedly forged in these early years within the athletic haven of the
Davenport home in Palos Verdes. This foundational understanding would prove
invaluable as she began to explore her own athletic inclinations, eventually leading
her down a path that would redefine her family's sporting legacy.
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