
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Warren Buffett
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The Birth of an Oracle: Omaha Roots
Chapter 2 Lessons from Howard Buffett: Family and Formative Influences
Chapter 3 Budding Entrepreneur: Childhood Businesses
Chapter 4 Early Investing: The First Stock Purchase
Chapter 5 Academic Pursuits: Wharton, Nebraska, and Columbia
Chapter 6 Mentorship Under Benjamin Graham
Chapter 7 The Road to Independence: Buffett Partnership Ltd.
Chapter 8 Wall Street Years: Lessons Learned
Chapter 9 The Berkshire Hathaway Takeover
Chapter 10 Reinventing Berkshire: From Textiles to Holdings
Chapter 11 Charlie Munger: The Power of Partnership
Chapter 12 The Value Investing Philosophy
Chapter 13 The Art of the Deal: Major Acquisitions
Chapter 14 Coca-Cola and the Power of Brand
Chapter 15 Insurance: The GEICO Story
Chapter 16 Investing in America: Financial Giants and Market Opportunities
Chapter 17 The Apple Bet: Tradition Meets Technology
Chapter 18 Crisis and Opportunity: Navigating Market Turbulence
Chapter 19 Leadership Style: Managing People and Businesses
Chapter 20 Life in Omaha: Buffett’s Private World
Chapter 21 Family Matters: Relationships and Legacy
Chapter 22 The Giving Pledge and Philanthropy
Chapter 23 Buffett’s Letters: Teaching the Next Generation
Chapter 24 Succession: Planning for the Future of Berkshire
Chapter 25 The Enduring Wisdom of the Oracle

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Warren Buffett’s name is synonymous with financial triumph and enduring wisdom.
Known globally as the “Oracle of Omaha,” Buffett’s journey from a precocious boy in
Nebraska to one of the wealthiest and most influential investors of all time is more
than a remarkable tale of wealth accumulation; it is a story of discipline, curiosity, and
a steadfast adherence to core principles. His life, marked by early ambition and a
relentless pursuit of knowledge, has enthralled not only investors but also those far
removed from the financial world.

Buffett’s career traces the sweeping arc of American capitalism over the past century.
He has experienced the Great Depression’s aftermath, the boom years of post-war
prosperity, the turbulence of financial crises, and the dawn of a digital era. What
distinguishes Buffett from many in his field is not just his staggering success, but the
integrity, humility, and philanthropy with which he wields his influence and resources.
He is a figure celebrated for his analytical brilliance as much as his down-to-earth
lifestyle and plainspoken wisdom.

This biography explores the story behind Warren Buffett’s unique journey: from his
childhood ventures selling soda and magazines, to his formative years at the
University of Nebraska and Columbia Business School, to the mentorship under
Benjamin Graham that would shape his lifelong approach to investing. The chapters
ahead unravel how a small-town boy developed an unparalleled grasp of markets and
capital, eventually steering the transformation of Berkshire Hathaway from a
struggling textile mill into a major conglomerate at the heart of global finance.

More than just a chronicle of business conquests, this book examines the character
and values at the core of Buffett’s success. It delves into his personal life, marked by
profound love, family ties, and loss, as well as his legendary commitment to
philanthropy. Buffett’s decision to pledge the bulk of his fortune to charitable causes
and co-found the Giving Pledge stands as testament to a belief that true success is
measured not only by what you earn, but by what you give back.

Warren Buffett’s enduring legacy is as much about sharing knowledge as it is about
making money. His annual letters to shareholders and interviews have become
required reading for anyone seeking guidance in investing, business, or even life itself.
As markets evolve and generations turn, the wisdom of the “Oracle” endures,
reminding us that sound principles, intellectual honesty, and kindness shape lives well
beyond Wall Street.

This book aims to illuminate the many facets of Warren Buffett’s life and legacy. Each
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chapter weaves together the events, decisions, and relationships that have defined his
path, offering insight into not only how he achieved extraordinary success, but why his
story continues to captivate and inspire people from all walks of life.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Birth of an Oracle: Omaha Roots
Warren Edward Buffett arrived in the world on August 30, 1930, in Omaha, Nebraska,
a city that would forever be synonymous with his name and his extraordinary
accomplishments. He was the second of three children and the only son born to Leila
and Howard Buffett. Omaha, during this period, was a quintessential American
heartland city, characterized by its steady pace, strong community ties, and a
pragmatic approach to life. It was a place where common sense and hard work were
prized virtues, and these values would deeply influence the young Warren.

His father, Howard Buffett, was more than just a parent; he was a significant early
influence in Warren's life. Howard was a stockbroker and later served as a U.S.
Congressman for Nebraska, immersing the household in discussions of finance,
business, and even politics. This environment, rich with financial discourse,
undoubtedly stoked Warren's innate curiosity for numbers and the world of commerce
from a very young age. Even as a boy, Buffett's fascination with the stock market was
evident, often spending time in the customers' lounge of a regional stock brokerage
near his father's office.

Warren's childhood was far from ordinary, especially concerning his entrepreneurial
endeavors. He displayed an astonishing business acumen that belied his tender years.
From the age of six, he was already engaging in ventures that demonstrated a keen
understanding of commerce. He would purchase multi-packs of Coca-Cola and
individual sticks of chewing gum, then resell them door-to-door for a tidy profit,
embodying the "buy low, sell high" principle long before he could fully articulate it.
These early experiences taught him not just about making money, but also about the
fundamentals of supply and demand and the value of a strong work ethic.

His industrious nature wasn't limited to soft drinks and gum. Young Buffett also
delivered weekly magazines and newspapers, diligently managing his routes and
understanding the concept of recurring income. On his very first income tax return in
1944, at the age of 14, he took a $35 deduction for the use of his bicycle and watch on
his paper route, showcasing an early grasp of business expenses. While still in high
school, he earned over $175 monthly from delivering Washington Post newspapers, a
significant sum for the time.

Another notable venture from his teenage years involved pinball machines. With a
friend, he invested $25 to purchase a used machine, which they strategically placed in
a local barber shop. The venture proved so successful that within a few months, they
owned several machines across three different barber shops in Omaha. This small
empire was eventually sold to a war veteran for $1,200, a substantial sum that
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demonstrated Buffett's early understanding of building and exiting a business. He
used some of these savings to purchase a 40-acre farm, worked by a tenant farmer, at
the remarkably young age of 14. This showcased his early appreciation for income-
producing assets and a burgeoning understanding of investments beyond simple
resale.

Despite his clear entrepreneurial bent and desire to dive directly into business after
high school, his father, Howard, insisted on a college education. In 1947, at the age of
17, Warren enrolled in the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. He spent
two years there, though he would later transfer. While at Wharton, he joined the Alpha
Sigma Phi fraternity. After his two years in Pennsylvania, he transferred to the
University of Nebraska, where he ultimately graduated at age 20 in 1951 with a
Bachelor of Science in business administration.

The next step in his academic journey proved to be a pivotal one, though it came after
a rejection from Harvard Business School. Undeterred, Buffett enrolled at Columbia
Business School, a decision that would profoundly shape his investment philosophy.
The driving force behind this choice was the opportunity to study under the legendary
economist Benjamin Graham, widely regarded as the pioneer of value investing.
Graham's influential book, The Intelligent Investor, had already made a significant
impact on Buffett, and the chance to learn directly from the master was an
opportunity he couldn't pass up. At Columbia, under Graham's tutelage, Buffett earned
a Master of Science in economics in 1951. He further honed his economics background
by attending the New York Institute of Finance. By the time he finished college, Buffett
had accumulated $9,800 in savings, a testament to his early financial discipline and a
sum equivalent to approximately $130,000 in today's money.
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