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Introduction
Romania, officially known as România, stands as a vibrant tapestry at the crossroads
of Central, Eastern, and Southeast Europe. Surrounded by a diverse set of
neighbors—Ukraine to the north and east, Hungary to the west, Serbia to the
southwest, Bulgaria to the south, Moldova to the east, and bordered by the Black Sea
to the southeast—Romania’s very location is a testament to its unique role as a
gateway between civilizations. With an impressive land area of over 238,000 square
kilometers, Romania itself is a land of contrasts, from the imposing Carpathian peaks
and fertile lowlands to the bustling streets of Bucharest and serene expanses of the
Danube Delta.

Shaped by a history that stretches back to the early Paleolithic inhabitants and the
storied Dacian Kingdom, Romania’s evolution continued through Roman conquest and
centuries of shifting empires. The legacy of these eras is visible not only in
archeological treasures and fortified monasteries but also in the language, culture,
and proud sense of identity upheld by its people. The struggle for nationhood,
experienced most dramatically in the modern age with the unification of its historic
principalities and the forging of contemporary Romania after World War I, has left a
deep imprint on the national consciousness.

Modern Romania emerged from the shadows of 20th-century upheaval, enduring
dictatorship and revolution, then steadily embracing democracy and a market
economy. Since the fall of Communism in 1989, the nation has charted an ambitious
course, joining NATO and the European Union, and redefining its place within a rapidly
changing Europe. While challenges remain, particularly in the realms of governance,
social equity, and economic modernization, the Romanian people continue to draw
from a deep well of resilience and adaptability.

Rich in natural resources, Romania’s landscape tells its own story—of vast forests and
fertile fields, gold-laden mountains, and a vibrant delta teeming with biodiversity. The
environment has shaped traditional livelihoods and given rise to a remarkable variety
of local cultures and customs, particularly in rural villages where folk art and music,
ancestral festivals, and agricultural rhythms endure. At the same time, cities like Cluj-
Napoca, Timișoara, and Brașov have become dynamic centers of innovation, culture,
and cosmopolitan life, further broadening Romania’s horizons.

Tourists are drawn to Romania for many reasons: mysterious castles that inspired
legends of vampires, medieval urban gems like Sighișoara, the pristine wilderness of
the Carpathians, and the lively pulse of Bucharest. Yet behind these attractions lies a
deeper reality—a society that is both looking confidently toward the future and fiercely
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protective of its heritage. The dual narrative of modern development and the
endurance of ancient customs is what makes Romania a fascinating country to
understand and explore.

This book examines Romania in all its complexity—its geography and history, its
people and traditions, its political and economic situation, and the opportunities and
challenges of the present. Whether you are a traveler seeking inspiration, a student of
history and culture, or someone curious about the realities of life in Romania today,
“Romania: Portrait of a Country” seeks to provide both an accessible guide and an
insightful portrait of this remarkable European nation.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

CHAPTER ONE: Geography and Landscape
Romania’s physical structure is a captivating study in natural symmetry, centered
gracefully on the Transylvanian Basin. This vast, undulating plateau, a historical
heartland of Romanian culture, is almost entirely encircled by the majestic peaks of
the Carpathian Mountains. These mountains, often referred to as the "spine" of
Romania, are not a single, unbroken chain but rather a complex system of ranges,
valleys, and passes that have profoundly shaped the country’s history, climate, and
human settlement patterns.

The Carpathians themselves stretch across Central and Eastern Europe, forming a
natural barrier that has both protected and isolated the various regions of Romania
throughout the centuries. Within Romania, there are no fewer than 14 distinct
mountain ranges that proudly ascend to altitudes exceeding 2,000 meters (6,600 ft).
These towering giants carve the landscape, creating dramatic vistas and offering a
rugged wilderness that remains one of Europe’s most biodiverse regions. The pinnacle
of this mountainous grandeur is Moldoveanu Peak, which reaches a formidable height
of 2,544 meters (8,346 ft), standing as the undisputed monarch of the Romanian
Carpathians.

Beyond the immediate foothills and the elevated tablelands that fringe the
Carpathians, Romania’s terrain gradually unfurls into expansive and fertile plains.
These low-lying areas, particularly to the south and west, are the country’s agricultural
breadbasket, a stark contrast to the dramatic mountainous interior. This diverse
topographical distribution—roughly one-third mountains, one-third hills, and one-third
plains—contributes significantly to Romania’s varied climate, distinct regional cultures,
and diverse economic activities.

The plains are crisscrossed by numerous rivers, many of which are tributaries of the
mighty Danube. The Danube River, a colossal artery of European commerce and
history, forms a substantial portion of Romania’s southern border, delineating the
frontier with both Serbia and Bulgaria. Its journey culminates in a spectacular flourish
as it empties into the Black Sea, giving birth to one of Europe’s most extraordinary
natural wonders: the Danube Delta.

This delta is a true ecological marvel, holding the distinction of being the second-
largest and arguably the best-preserved delta on the entire continent. Recognized
globally for its immense ecological value, the Danube Delta has been designated a
biosphere reserve and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Its intricate network of
waterways, marshes, reed beds, and islands provides a sanctuary for an astonishing
array of life. The delta supports an incredible 1,688 different species of plants alone,
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making it a botanical treasure trove and a testament to the power of natural
processes. This vibrant ecosystem is also a critical stopping point for migratory birds,
drawing ornithologists and nature enthusiasts from around the world.

The interplay of these geographical features—the commanding Carpathians, the vast
plains, and the life-giving Danube with its spectacular delta—creates a landscape of
remarkable beauty and variety. From the snow-capped peaks that challenge even the
most experienced mountaineers to the serene, bird-filled wetlands, Romania offers a
microcosm of European natural environments. This rich tapestry of mountains, hills,
and plains has not only defined the physical boundaries of the nation but has also
deeply influenced its cultural development and historical narrative.
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