
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Luxembourg
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The Land and Its Borders: Geography of Luxembourg
Chapter 2 Climate and Natural Environment
Chapter 3 The Early Beginnings: Prehistory and Ancient Times
Chapter 4 The Birth of Luxembourg: From Lucilinburhuc to County
Chapter 5 From County to Duchy: The Medieval Age
Chapter 6 Habsburgs, French, and Revolution: Changing Sovereignties
Chapter 7 Birth of the Grand Duchy and Modern Nationhood
Chapter 8 Turbulent Times: The World Wars
Chapter 9 Luxembourg in Europe: Integration and Influence
Chapter 10 The Political System: Grand Duchy in the 21st Century
Chapter 11 Administrative Structure and Regions
Chapter 12 Demographics: The People of Luxembourg
Chapter 13 Languages and Multilingualism
Chapter 14 Culture, Traditions, and Festivals
Chapter 15 Religion and Society
Chapter 16 Education in Luxembourg
Chapter 17 Healthcare and Social Services
Chapter 18 The Luxembourgish Economy: Past and Present
Chapter 19 Banking, Finance, and Innovation
Chapter 20 Transport and Digital Infrastructure
Chapter 21 Architecture and Urban Planning
Chapter 22 Art, Literature, and Music
Chapter 23 Food and Culinary Traditions
Chapter 24 Visiting Luxembourg: Tourism and Hospitality
Chapter 25 Luxembourg Today and Tomorrow

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Luxembourg, nestled at the heart of Western Europe, is a small nation with a
remarkably rich tapestry of history, culture, and modern achievements. Officially
known as the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, it is bordered by Belgium, Germany, and
France, and over the centuries its unique geographical position has shaped its society,
politics, and destiny. Despite covering only 2,586 square kilometers, Luxembourg
exerts an influence on the continent far out of proportion to its size. It is a proud
founding member of the European Union and has played a key role in the integration
and cooperation that define modern Europe.

One might easily overlook Luxembourg when glancing at a map of Europe, but
stepping inside its borders reveals a story of resilience and adaptation. Its history
stretches back over a millennium, starting with a humble castle – Lucilinburhuc – that
became the seed for a state coveted by powerful dynasties and empires.
Luxembourg's journey through invasions, annexations, and partitions shaped not only
its physical boundaries but also its diverse character. As one of the world’s wealthiest
countries today, it now stands as a testament to the benefits of embracing change and
openness in a turbulent world.

Culture in Luxembourg is alive with contrasts: ancient fortresses stand alongside sleek
financial skyscrapers, while traditional markets and colorful festivals flourish in a
multiethnic, cosmopolitan society. The nation's trilingual heritage, with
Luxembourgish, French, and German all holding official status, reflects both its historic
ties to neighboring regions and its considerable role as a crossroads of people and
ideas. Not least, the principle of inclusion is embedded in daily life, visible in both the
classrooms where languages intertwine and in streets where diverse communities mix
harmoniously.

The economic transformation of Luxembourg is among the most extraordinary in
Europe. What began as an agrarian society developed into a center of steel production
and eventually morphed into one of the world’s most vital banking and financial hubs.
Alongside financial prowess, Luxembourg cultivates innovation in technology,
digitalization, and space exploration, while also nurturing its famed vineyards, vibrant
arts, and culinary traditions.

For visitors, Luxembourg offers an exhilarating blend of the historic and the
contemporary, the urban and the rural. Its capital city, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
boasts impressive fortifications and museums alongside bustling markets and a lively
café culture. Beyond the city, fairy-tale castles, vineyards, nature reserves, and hiking
trails await discovery. Travel is made effortless by an exemplary public transport
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system—free for all since 2020—inviting residents and guests alike to explore the
country’s full scope.

This book, Luxembourg: Portrait of a Country, serves as a detailed introduction and
guide to the Grand Duchy in all its dimensions. From the ancient origins and important
turning points in its history, to the realities and opportunities of today, it aims to reveal
Luxembourg as a country both deeply rooted and ever-evolving—a nation with much
to teach and much to inspire.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Land and Its Borders: Geography
of Luxembourg
Luxembourg, the petite heart of Western Europe, might be small, but its geography is
far from monotonous. Covering a modest 2,586 square kilometers (998 sq mi), it's
Europe's seventh-smallest nation, yet within its embrace lies a surprisingly diverse
landscape. Bordered by Belgium to the west and north, Germany to the east, and
France to the south, its location has profoundly shaped its history, culture, and very
identity.

Imagine a country neatly divided into two distinct geographical personalities, much
like a good book with two compelling main characters. To the north lies the Oesling,
often referred to as Ösling, a rugged extension of the formidable Ardennes Mountains.
This region occupies roughly the northern third of the country, painting a picture of
dramatic, untamed beauty. Here, the landscape averages a considerable 450 meters
(1,500 feet) in elevation, characterized by dense forests that whisper ancient tales,
and deep river valleys carved by waterways like the Sûre River. It’s a place where the
wild reigns supreme, offering a stark contrast to the more gentle landscapes found
further south.

The Oesling is a testament to nature's artistry, with its rolling hills suddenly giving way
to steep ravines, and its high plateaus punctuated by the meandering paths of rivers.
This northern expanse is a haven for those seeking solitude and connection with the
natural world, its elevated terrain offering panoramic views that stretch for miles. The
air here feels crisper, the forests denser, creating an almost mystical ambiance that
invites exploration. It's a region where the whispers of the wind through the trees and
the rush of rivers over rocks are the dominant soundtrack.

Journeying south from the Oesling, one enters the Bon Pays, or "Good Land," known in
German as Gutland. This region, encompassing the southern two-thirds of
Luxembourg, lives up to its name with a more varied and gentler topography. Here,
the average elevation drops to a more modest 245 meters (800 feet), and the
landscape transforms into pleasant, rolling farmlands that stretch as far as the eye
can see. The Bon Pays is where most of Luxembourg’s population resides, its fertile
lands and milder contours making it more amenable to settlement and agriculture.

This "Good Land" is a patchwork of green fields, charming villages, and tranquil rivers
that meander through the landscape. It’s a softer, more inviting terrain, a testament to
centuries of cultivation and human habitation. The rolling hills are not as dramatic as
the Oesling’s rugged peaks, but they possess a subtle beauty, changing hues with the
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seasons and offering a calming vista. It is in this region that Luxembourg’s agricultural
heart truly beats, with farmlands producing a variety of crops that sustain the nation.

One of the most notable features of the Bon Pays, and indeed of Luxembourg’s
eastern border, is the illustrious Moselle River valley. This isn’t just any river valley; it's
a place steeped in viticultural tradition, renowned for its exquisite vineyards that cling
to the slopes overlooking the Moselle. The river itself forms a natural boundary with
Germany, creating a picturesque landscape where terraced vineyards bask in the sun,
producing the celebrated Moselle wines that are a source of national pride. The river’s
gentle flow, framed by lush greenery and charming villages, paints an idyllic scene
that draws visitors from far and wide.

Beyond the vineyards, the extreme southwest of the Bon Pays, along the border with
France, holds another significant geographical feature: the former iron mines of
Luxembourg. These mines, while no longer active in the same industrial capacity,
speak to a pivotal era in the country's economic history. The reddish hues of the earth
in this region are a constant reminder of the iron ore that once fueled Luxembourg’s
industrial prowess, shaping its fortunes and contributing to its eventual prosperity.
These historical mining areas offer a fascinating glimpse into the nation's past,
contrasting sharply with its modern financial landscape.

Luxembourg's position as a landlocked country means it relies on its neighbors for
access to major ports, but its internal waterways and well-developed road and rail
networks ensure excellent connectivity within Europe. The rivers, while not primarily
used for large-scale commercial navigation within the country, are vital to the
landscape, carving valleys and providing natural beauty. The Sûre and the Moselle are
perhaps the most prominent, defining significant parts of the country's topography
and historical development.

The interplay between the rugged Oesling and the gentle Bon Pays creates a dynamic
geographical tapestry that is central to Luxembourg’s identity. The distinct
characteristics of each region have influenced everything from settlement patterns
and economic activities to local traditions and even the climate. The north, with its
higher elevation, tends to be slightly colder and more humid, while the south enjoys
milder temperatures and more varied weather patterns, contributing to its agricultural
fertility. This climatic distinction, though subtle, further accentuates the geographical
divide, making Luxembourg a land of subtle yet significant contrasts.

The country's relatively small size also means that these geographical transitions
happen quite rapidly, allowing for a diverse range of experiences within a short
distance. One can move from the wild, forested hills of the Ardennes to the rolling
farmlands and vineyards of the Moselle valley in a matter of an hour or two,
experiencing a dramatic shift in scenery and atmosphere. This compact diversity is
one of Luxembourg’s understated charms, offering a rich geographical experience
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without the need for extensive travel.

In essence, Luxembourg's geography is a testament to its enduring charm and
strategic significance. It is a land shaped by ancient geological forces, carefully
sculpted by rivers, and lovingly tended by its people. From the rugged beauty of its
northern reaches to the gentle embrace of its southern plains, Luxembourg's
landscape is a fundamental part of its story, inviting exploration and revealing the
quiet majesty of a nation that has truly made the most of its natural endowments.
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