SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Botswana

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Land and Its Borders

Chapter 2 Geology and the Kalahari

Chapter 3 Rivers and Waterways

Chapter 4 Climate: Seasons of Botswana
Chapter 5 Early Human History

Chapter 6 The Rise of the Tswana States
Chapter 7 From Bechuanaland to Botswana
Chapter 8 Independence and Nationhood
Chapter 9 Botswana's Political Landscape
Chapter 10 Democracy and Governance
Chapter 11 The Economy: Diamonds and Beyond
Chapter 12 Agriculture and Rural Life

Chapter 13 Industrialization and Technology
Chapter 14 Urbanization: Cities and Towns
Chapter 15 Society and Social Structure
Chapter 16 Languages and Communication
Chapter 17 Religion, Rituals, and Beliefs
Chapter 18 Art, Music, and Dance

Chapter 19 Daily Life and Customs

Chapter 20 Festivals and National Holidays
Chapter 21 Wildlife and National Parks
Chapter 22 Conservation and Sustainability
Chapter 23 Challenges: Inequality and Diversification
Chapter 24 Botswana in the 21st Century
Chapter 25 Visiting Botswana: A Practical Guide

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Botswana, a nation at the heart of Southern Africa, is a land of striking contrasts and
quiet resilience. From the endless golden reaches of the Kalahari Desert to the lush,
animal-rich waterways of the Okavango Delta, it is a country defined as much by its
natural beauty as by the character and traditions of its people. Though landlocked and
mostly flat, Botswana bustles with life—its unique geography providing sanctuary to
one of the greatest concentrations of wildlife on the African continent, while its sun-
baked soil sustains a culture shaped by adaptation, community, and tradition.

More than just a geographical jewel, Botswana represents a compelling story of
transformation. Emerging from colonial oversight as the Bechuanaland Protectorate, it
achieved independence in 1966 and quickly confounded expectations. From a nation
whose economy once relied on subsistence cattle farming, it has grown to become one
of Africa’s most stable democracies and an upper-middle-income success story, thanks
largely to the careful stewardship of its vast diamond reserves and a commitment to
good governance.

Yet Botswana’s progress is not defined by economic achievement alone. Central to the
nation's identity is a vibrant cultural fabric—woven from the diverse threads of its
ethnic groups, languages, and centuries-old customs. The spirit of botho, advocating
respect, compassion, and unity, is the heartbeat of Batswana society, echoing through
the communal spaces of the kgotla, through music and festivals, and in the enduring
reverence for land and wildlife. Traditional beliefs and evolving contemporary values
coexist, nurturing a nation that respects both its past and the opportunities of its
future.

Despite its successes, Botswana faces significant challenges in the modern era. Its
heavy reliance on diamond mining creates economic vulnerabilities, and stark income
inequality threatens social harmony. Persistent droughts and climate change imperil
agriculture and the delicate balance of its ecosystems. At the same time, the need for
economic diversification and the creation of opportunities for Botswana’s growing and
youthful population has never been clearer.

Botswana’s response to these challenges is as dynamic as the country itself—a blend
of modernization and tradition, vision and pragmatism. Strengthened by transparent
institutions, a multi-party democracy, and a legacy of peaceful transitions, Botswana
seeks to chart a path toward sustainable, inclusive growth while safeguarding the
environment and heritage that have long defined it.

This book invites readers to journey through Botswana’s landscapes, history, culture,
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and present realities. Whether you seek to understand its storied political heritage,
plan a visit to its breathtaking natural reserves, or simply wish to appreciate the spirit
of a country that continually reinvents itself, Botswana: Portrait of a Country offers a
layered and engaging portrait of this remarkable nation.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Land and Its Borders

Botswana, officially known as the Republic of Botswana, sits at the very heart of
Southern Africa, a landlocked nation that seems to gather the vastness of the
continent into its gently undulating plains. It is a country defined by its position,
bordered by a quartet of diverse neighbors that shape its character and connect it to
the wider region. To the south and southeast lies South Africa, its most significant
trading partner and a cultural touchstone. To the west and north, the extensive border
with Namibia stretches across vast, sparsely populated areas, while a short, but
strategically vital, northern border touches Zambia. Finally, to the northeast,
Zimbabwe completes the ring, creating a network of connections that have influenced
Botswana’s history, economy, and ecological footprint.

Spanning an impressive 581,730 square kilometers (224,607 square miles), Botswana
is roughly the size of France, though its population density is vastly different. The
sheer expanse of its territory, much of which remains untouched wilderness,
contributes to its reputation as a premier wildlife destination. This vastness also
means that travel within Botswana can involve significant distances, often over
unpaved roads, adding to the sense of adventure for those who venture beyond its
few urban centers.

Topographically, Botswana is famously flat. Imagine a colossal canvas, gently
unfurling across the African interior, with only subtle rises and dips in elevation. This
characteristic flatness is largely due to the pervasive presence of the Kalahari Desert,
which dominates approximately 70% of the country’s territory. Despite its common
designation as a "desert," the Kalahari is far from the barren, lifeless expanse many
might envision. It’s a semi-arid savanna, a “fossil desert” in many respects, capable of
supporting a surprising amount of wildlife and vegetation, especially following the
seasonal rains. This unique ecosystem, which will be explored in greater detail in
subsequent chapters, is central to Botswana’s identity, offering both challenges and
unparalleled opportunities for its flora and fauna.

The mean altitude of Botswana hovers around 1,000 meters (3,300 feet) above sea
level, contributing to its generally moderate climate, though temperatures can swing
wildly between seasons. This elevation, combined with the country's position far from
any major ocean, contributes to its semi-arid conditions. While much of the landscape
appears uniform, subtle geological features and ancient riverbeds define regional
differences. The eastern part of the country, for instance, is influenced by the Limpopo
River Basin, one of Southern Africa’s major landforms. Tributaries of the Limpopo, such
as the Notwane River, are crucial water sources for this more populated region,
feeding vital infrastructure like the Gaborone Dam, which supplies the capital city.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Even in a land of plains, there are still high points, relatively speaking. Monalanong
Hill, situated near Gaborone, stands as Botswana’s highest point, reaching
approximately 1,494 meters (4,902 feet) above sea level. It’s not a towering peak by
global standards, but it offers a modest rise in an otherwise horizontal world, providing
some local variation to the landscape. Conversely, the lowest point in Botswana is
found at the confluence of the Limpopo and Shashe Rivers, where the elevation drops
to around 513 meters (1,683 feet). These points of elevation and depression, though
not dramatic, underscore the subtle variations within Botswana’s largely flat
topography.

The country’s borders are not merely lines on a map; they are historical and ecological
boundaries that have shaped Botswana’s development. The extensive border with
South Africa, for instance, has historically facilitated trade and cultural exchange, but
also posed challenges related to regional power dynamics during the apartheid era. To
the west, the border with Namibia traces a path across the Kalahari, connecting
similar arid landscapes and shared wildlife populations. In the far north, Botswana’s
narrow strip of land reaching the Zambezi River brings it into contact with Zambia, a
vital link for regional transport and tourism, especially given its proximity to the Chobe
River and the iconic Victoria Falls. The northeastern border with Zimbabwe, while a
source of occasional tension due to historical migratory patterns and economic
disparities, also represents a shared natural heritage, particularly concerning the
movement of large animal herds.

These borders, while seemingly arbitrary lines drawn by colonial powers, often follow
natural features or reflect historical spheres of influence. They dictate the flow of
people, goods, and, importantly, wildlife. Conservation efforts in Botswana, as we will
see, often extend beyond these national boundaries, recognizing that ecosystems and
animal populations do not adhere to political divisions. The concept of transboundary
conservation areas, like the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA
TFCA), directly addresses this reality, demonstrating a forward-thinking approach to
managing shared natural resources.

The vastness and relative emptiness of much of Botswana’s interior have also played a
role in its strategic development. Unlike many other African nations, it was not
extensively settled by colonial powers, which contributed to a more peaceful transition
to independence. The challenging terrain of the Kalahari, with its limited permanent
water sources, acted as a natural barrier, preserving much of Botswana’s wilderness
and, inadvertently, protecting it from more intensive exploitation. This has allowed the
country to adopt a high-value, low-impact tourism strategy, which leverages its
pristine natural environment and abundant wildlife, particularly in areas like the
Okavango Delta and Chobe National Park.

Understanding Botswana’s geography is fundamental to appreciating its story. It
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explains why certain areas are more densely populated, why water management is a
perpetual national priority, and why its conservation policies are so deeply ingrained in
its national identity. The flatness, the vastness, and the subtle variations in elevation
all contribute to a unigue environmental tapestry that has shaped everything from
traditional Batswana livelihoods to its modern economic policies. It is a land that,
despite its apparent simplicity, holds profound complexities and wonders, waiting to
be explored.
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