SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Lost Cities of the World

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:
Chapter 3:
Chapter 4:
Chapter 5:
Chapter 6:
Chapter 7:
Chapter 8:
Chapter 9:

Chapter 10:
Chapter 11:
Chapter 12:
Chapter 13:
Chapter 14:
Chapter 15:
Chapter 16:

Canada)

Chapter 17:
Chapter 18:
Chapter 19:
Chapter 20:
Chapter 21:
Chapter 22:
Chapter 23:
Chapter 24:
Chapter 25:

Sam

Atlantis - The Lost Continent of Legend

Pompeii - The City Frozen in Ash (lItaly)

Angkor - The Temple City of the Jungle (Cambodia)

Petra - Rose-Red City Half as Old as Time (Jordan)

Machu Picchu - The Inca’s Mountain Sanctuary (Peru)

Troy - Where Myth and History Collide (Turkey)
Mohenjo-Daro - Mound of the Dead (Pakistan)

Great Zimbabwe - The Stone Houses of Africa (Zimbabwe)
Mesa Verde - Cliff Dwellings of the Ancestors (USA)
Ubar/lram - The Atlantis of the Sands (Arabian Peninsula)
Tikal - The Maya’s Mighty Metropolis (Guatemala)
Cahokia - Realm of the Mound Builders (USA)

Skara Brae - Stone Village by the Sea (Scotland)

Nan Madol - The Venice of the Pacific (Micronesia)
Babylon - The City of Wonders (Iraq)

Vinland - Norse Outpost of North America (Newfoundland,

Chichen Itza - The Sacred Well of Civilization (Mexico)
Persepolis - Persia’s Ceremonial Capital (Iran)

Ani - The City of 1,001 Churches (Turkey)
Vijayanagara - The City of Victory (India)

Ciudad Perdida - Colombia’s Ancient Lost City
Heracleion - Egypt’s Sunken Port

Teotihuacan - City of the Gods (Mexico)

Leptis Magna - Rome’s Forgotten African Jewel (Libya)
Thonis - Gateway to Ancient Egypt

ple from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Across the vast expanse of human history, cities have risen and fallen, shaping the
trajectory of civilizations and leaving an indelible mark upon the world. Yet some of
the most intriguing urban centers are those that have slipped beyond the edge of
recorded memory—buried by earth, enveloped by forest, reclaimed by deserts, or
vanished beneath the waves. These are the lost cities: haunting reminders of
humanity’s ingenuity, ambition, and vulnerability, each one holding secrets waiting to
be unearthed by the curious, the adventurous, and the scholarly alike.

The allure of lost cities is as old as civilization itself. Since the earliest explorers set out
in search of golden kingdoms and ancient scholars puzzled over cryptic ruins, the
stories of vanished metropolises have captivated the imagination. Why do cities
disappear? The causes are as diverse as the sites themselves—volcanic eruptions,
shifting rivers, climate change, war, deliberate concealment, and the simple passage
of time all play their part. In the aftermath, memory fades, myths rise to fill the void,
and the once vibrant city becomes the stuff of legend: Atlantis, El Dorado, Iram of the
Pillars. Sometimes, centuries later, these places are rediscovered, often in ways as
dramatic as their disappearance.

Advances in science and technology have revolutionized our ability to locate and study
these hidden worlds. Today, archaeologists combine traditional excavation with
satellite imagery, LIDAR, ground-penetrating radar, and underwater robotics to peel
away layers of earth and water and reveal structures long thought lost. Equally vital
are the voices of local peoples—oral histories, folklore, and legends woven through
generations—which can point the way to forgotten cities or help unravel the mysteries
of their rise and fall. Together, scientific discovery and narrative storytelling bring
these lost cities back to life in vivid and unexpected ways.

This book invites you to travel the globe in search of twenty-five of humanity’s most
enigmatic and remarkable lost cities. Spanning five continents and multiple millennia,
the stories herein blend archaeological evidence, historical records, expedition lore,
and enduring local legends. In each chapter, you’ll step into a dramatic moment of
rediscovery, explore the culture and achievements of the city at its zenith, trace the
circumstances of its decline, and examine the ongoing quest to uncover its secrets.
Whether the city is myth or reality, wholly unearthed or largely mysterious, each
urban center offers a window into the past—and sometimes, glimpses into the future.

The study and preservation of lost cities is not without its challenges. Climate change,

development, looting, and even the very technologies that uncover these sites can
threaten their survival. Balancing scholarly inquiry, tourism, and conservation is an
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urgent task, one that requires international cooperation and deep respect for the
people and landscapes intertwined with each site’s history. It is a reminder that the
treasures of the past are also responsibilities for the present and future.

As you turn these pages, prepare to encounter wonders both known and unknown,
civilizations that dazzled the ancient world, and mysteries that still linger unsolved. Let
the ruins speak, the legends guide, and the discoveries inspire you—for the lost cities
of the world are not merely relics. They are living stories, still unfolding, each one
illuminating what it means to build, to dream, and sometimes, to vanish.
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CHAPTER ONE: Atlantis - The Lost Continent of
Legend

Of all the lost cities whispered about through the ages, none sparks the imagination
quite like Atlantis. It is the quintessential lost civilization, a name synonymous with
utopian societies and catastrophic ends. For centuries, explorers, philosophers, and
dreamers have sought it, driven by an insatiable curiosity about a place that, by all
accounts, should not exist. The quest for Atlantis isn’t just a search for ruins; it's a
pursuit of a profound human question: can a grand civilization truly vanish without a
trace?

The story of Atlantis originates not from ancient mariners’ tales or unearthed tablets,
but from the dialogues of a single philosopher: Plato. Around 360 BCE, in his works
Timaeus and Critias, Plato introduced the world to a powerful, technologically
advanced island kingdom. He presented the tale not as a myth, but as a historical
account passed down through generations, allegedly from Solon, an Athenian
statesman, who heard it from Egyptian priests. According to Plato, Atlantis was an
island larger than Libya and Asia Minor combined, situated beyond the Pillars of
Hercules (now known as the Strait of Gibraltar). This was a land of immense natural
wealth, with fertile plains, abundant forests, and rich mines yielding precious metals,
including a mysterious, glowing metal called orichalcum, second only to gold in value.

The Atlanteans, as described by Plato, were a remarkable people. They constructed
magnificent cities with concentric rings of land and water, connected by canals and
bridged by grand structures. Their capital city, in particular, was a marvel of
engineering and aesthetics. They built elaborate harbors, docks, and temples
dedicated to their patron deity, Poseidon, whose enormous statue, made of pure gold,
stood within the central temple. These people possessed extraordinary wisdom and
lived virtuously, adhering to a strict moral code laid down by their divine ancestors.
Their society was well-ordered, and their power was vast, extending their dominion
over parts of Europe and Africa.

For a time, the Atlanteans maintained their noble character, living in harmony and
prosperity. However, as generations passed, their divine nature diluted, and they
became increasingly corrupt, consumed by greed and ambition. Their expansionist
tendencies grew, leading them to attempt the subjugation of Athens and other lands.
This moral decay, Plato suggests, offended the gods, particularly Zeus, who convened
a council to decide the fate of this once-great civilization. The precise nature of the
divine judgment is not fully detailed in Timaeus (as Critias ends abruptly), but the
implication is clear: divine wrath would punish their hubris.
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And so, in a single "dreadful day and night," Atlantis was consumed by the sea.
Earthquakes and floods tore the island apart, causing it to sink beneath the waves,
disappearing forever into the depths of the Atlantic Ocean. This sudden and
cataclysmic end is perhaps the most enduring image associated with Atlantis, painting
a vivid picture of a once-proud civilization brought low by its own failings and the
unforgiving power of nature.

Plato’s account, while detailed, was written as a philosophical allegory, intended to
illustrate principles of ideal governance and the dangers of imperialistic ambition. Yet,
the sheer vividness of his description led many, even in antiquity, to question whether
Atlantis was merely a parable or a genuine historical memory. Throughout history, this
question has fueled countless expeditions, theories, and fervent debates, blurring the
lines between myth, history, and pure speculation.

The quest to find Atlantis has taken many forms and spanned the globe. In the 19th
century, Ignatius Donnelly, an American Congressman and amateur historian,
popularized the idea that Atlantis was a real place and the mother civilization from
which all other ancient cultures sprang. His book, Atlantis: The Antediluvian World
(1882), sparked renewed interest in the lost continent, transforming it from a
philosophical concept into a tangible historical mystery. Donnelly's theories, though
largely discredited by modern archaeology, laid the groundwork for many subsequent
searches and cemented Atlantis's place in popular culture.

The supposed location of Atlantis has been debated for millennia. Plato's assertion of
"beyond the Pillars of Hercules" points squarely to the Atlantic Ocean. Yet, without
definitive evidence, theorists have placed it everywhere from the Caribbean to
Antarctica, from the Mediterranean to the North Sea. Each proposed site typically
attempts to align with some aspect of Plato's description, whether it be the geological
features, evidence of ancient advanced civilizations, or patterns of cataclysmic events.

One popular theory, particularly in the mid-20th century, linked Atlantis to the Minoan
civilization on the island of Crete and the volcanic eruption of Thera (modern-day
Santorini) around 1600 BCE. The Minoan civilization was highly advanced, known for
its elaborate palaces, sophisticated art, and extensive maritime trade. The eruption of
Thera was one of the largest volcanic events in human history, causing tsunamis and
climatic disruptions that severely impacted the Minoans. Proponents of this theory
argue that Plato's account, perhaps embellished or misinterpreted over time, was a
distant memory of this very real disaster and the subsequent decline of the Minoan
power. However, while Thera was indeed a devastating event, it doesn't align perfectly
with Plato's timeline or geographical descriptions of Atlantis.

Other theories venture further afield. Some have pointed to the Bimini Road, an
underwater rock formation off the coast of North Bimini in the Bahamas, claiming it to
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be remnants of Atlantean roads or walls. Geologists, however, generally agree that
these formations are natural limestone beachrock, shaped by erosion. Similarly,
various sites in the Canary Islands, the Azores, and even Ireland have been put
forward as candidates, often based on their volcanic origins or potential for ancient
habitation. Yet, none have yielded conclusive archaeological proof of a highly
advanced, continent-sized civilization that abruptly vanished.

The enduring mystery of Atlantis highlights a fundamental challenge for
archaeologists: how do you search for something that may never have existed outside
of literature? Without a single confirmed artifact, ruin, or historical mention beyond
Plato, the quest for Atlantis remains firmly in the realm of hypothesis. Modern
archaeological methodology, relying on empirical evidence, stratigraphy, and context,
finds little to work with when it comes to Atlantis. The tools that have revolutionized
the discovery of other lost cities—LIDAR, ground-penetrating radar, satellite
imagery—can only reveal what is physically present. And for Atlantis, the physical
evidence remains elusive.

Despite the lack of concrete findings, the myth of Atlantis continues to thrive, not just
among enthusiasts, but also within scientific discourse. The concept of a sudden,
cataclysmic end to an advanced society resonates with deep-seated human fears
about environmental disaster and societal collapse. It serves as a cautionary tale, a
powerful metaphor for the fragility of even the greatest civilizations. The sheer
persistence of the legend has also, perhaps inadvertently, inspired legitimate
exploration and research into seafloor geology and ancient coastal changes.

The very absence of evidence for Atlantis forces us to consider the power of narrative.
Plato’s story, so compelling and detailed, has transcended its original philosophical
intent to become a cultural touchstone. It embodies humanity’s fascination with lost
knowledge, forgotten grandeur, and the possibility of a world radically different from
our own, buried beneath the waves. It speaks to a longing for a golden age, a time
when humans were closer to the divine and capable of astonishing feats of
construction and wisdom.

So, what remains to be explored about Atlantis? Perhaps not a physical city, but the
very nature of its legend. Future research might focus on tracing the possible sources
of Plato’s inspiration, examining ancient Mediterranean flood myths or geological
events that could have informed his narrative. The persistent belief in Atlantis also
offers fertile ground for studying collective memory, the evolution of myths, and the
human impulse to find hidden truths in the deep past.

The true legacy of Atlantis, therefore, may not be found in rediscovered ruins, but in
its profound impact on human thought and imagination. It is a story that continues to
challenge us to consider the limits of our knowledge, the resilience of myth, and the
tantalizing possibility that even the most fantastical tales might hold a kernel of truth.
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Until definitive proof emerges, Atlantis will remain the ultimate lost city—a legend
perpetually hovering on the horizon of discovery, forever just out of reach, yet
eternally captivating.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace


http://www.tcpdf.org

