SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

UC Berkeley

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Founding ldeals: Origins of a University

Chapter 2 The Morrill Act and the Birth of Berkeley

Chapter 3 A New Institution: The Organic Act and Berkeley’s Charter
Chapter 4 Early Campus Life and the First Cohort

Chapter 5 Women at Berkeley: Breaking Academic Barriers

Chapter 6 Expanding Horizons: The Move to the Berkeley Site
Chapter 7 Building a Beaux-Arts Dream: Architecture and Campus Planning
Chapter 8 John Galen Howard: Shaping the Physical Campus

Chapter 9 Frederick Law Olmsted and the Landscape Vision

Chapter 10 Growth and Reputation under Benjamin Ide Wheeler
Chapter 11 Academic Evolution: Colleges, Schools, and Academic Freedom
Chapter 12 Berkeley and the Research University Model

Chapter 13 Discoveries that Changed the World: Scientific Prowess at
Berkeley

Chapter 14 Arts, Letters, and Humanistic Endeavors

Chapter 15 Student Life: Traditions, Challenges, and Triumphs
Chapter 16 Diversity and Inclusion: Changing Demographics at Cal
Chapter 17 Political Activism: The Free Speech Movement and Beyond
Chapter 18 Impact on Society: Berkeley’s Role in Social Change
Chapter 19 Environmental Leadership and Sustainability Initiatives
Chapter 20 Intercollegiate Athletics: The Golden Bear Legacy
Chapter 21 Olympians and Champions: Berkeley’s Athletic Elite
Chapter 22 Faculty of Distinction: Nobel Laureates and Innovators
Chapter 23 Notable Alumni: Leaders, Visionaries, and Change Makers
Chapter 24 The Modern University: 21st Century Challenges and
Achievements

Chapter 25 Looking Forward: Berkeley’s Enduring Influence

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

The University of California, Berkeley stands as a beacon in the landscape of American
higher education—a storied institution whose impact ripples far beyond the confines of
its lush campus. Since its founding in 1868, Berkeley has not only educated
generations of students but has helped define what it means to be a public research
university in the United States. "Fiat lux"—Iet there be light—is more than a motto for
Berkeley; it is a guiding principle that has shaped the university’s pursuit of
knowledge, innovation, and social responsibility.

This book traces the remarkable journey of UC Berkeley, from its modest beginnings
as the consolidation of a private college in Oakland and a public land grant entity, to
its growth as the flagship of the University of California system. At every stage,
Berkeley has navigated the tides of history, adapting to social, economic, and political
change while staying true to its mission of expanding the boundaries of knowledge.
Whether championing academic excellence, fostering social movements, or advancing
scientific discovery, the university’s influence reaches from the Bay Area to the halls
of government, from national laboratories to global stages.

Berkeley’s history is inseparable from that of California itself, mirroring the state’s
ambitions, diversity, and restless creativity. The university has weathered times of
prosperity and challenge, including world wars, the Great Depression, eras of rapid
expansion, and heated social unrest. Yet, its core values—openness, inclusion, and the
relentless pursuit of truth—have enabled Berkeley to serve as an engine of upward
mobility and social progress for people from all walks of life.

The university’s distinct blend of natural beauty, architectural vision, and academic
rigor creates a physical and intellectual environment that is uniquely suited for
fostering inquiry and innovation. From the iconic Campanile rising over the eucalyptus
and redwoods, to the dynamic urban energy of Telegraph Avenue, the Berkeley
campus physicalizes both tradition and transformation. Its buildings and landscapes
have hosted Nobel laureates and student activists, global dignitaries and Olympians,
all contributing to a vibrant, ever-evolving campus culture.

Berkeley’s story is also that of its people: the students who discovered their passions
and forged lifelong bonds; the faculty whose discoveries redefined disciplines; the staff
and leaders whose vision kept the institution moving forward; and the alumni who
shaped industries, governments, sciences, and societies around the world. Each
generation has left its imprint, making the university not just a witness to history, but
an active participant.
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As we embark on this exploration of UC Berkeley, we will uncover the transformative
events, pivotal figures, and enduring ideals that have defined the institution. This book
seeks to honor Berkeley’s legacy as a cradle of intellect, activism, and discovery—a

place where light is cast not only for its own students, but for the broader society it
serves.
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CHAPTER ONE: Founding Ideals: Origins of a
University

The vision for a University of California emerged even before the Golden State had
fully found its footing. As early as 1849, a year after the discovery of gold at Sutter's
Mill and a year before California’s official admission to the Union, the idea for a public
university was articulated at the first Constitutional Convention in Monterey. This was
a bold aspiration for a nascent state, one that, despite its apparent mineral wealth,
initially lacked the robust infrastructure and financial means to support expansive
governmental and educational endeavors. Yet, the seed was planted: a university that
would "contribute even more than California's gold to the glory and happiness of
advancing generations."

In the absence of state-supported higher education, a scattering of private schools and
academies began to appear across California. Among these early educational efforts
was the Contra Costa Academy, established in Oakland in 1853 by a group of
churchmen from the American Home Missionary Society of New York. Two years later,
this academy was incorporated as the College of California. The College of California
would prove to be a crucial precursor to the University of California, eventually
transferring its land and facilities to the state and thereby providing significant
momentum for the creation of the larger public institution.

Key figures animated these early discussions and efforts. The Reverend Samuel H.
Willey, who arrived in Monterey in 1849, played an instrumental role, eventually sitting
on the board of trustees for the College of California and drafting the initial Organic
Act in 1867, a document central to the University of California's establishment.
Sherman Day, whose father Jeremiah Day was president of Yale, also championed the
cause. Then there was the Reverend Henry Durant, another transplant from Yale, who
would become the head of the College of California and later, the first president of the
University of California. Even the Reverend Dr. Horace Bushnell, who visited California
for his health, dedicated his time to searching for an ideal site for the future university.

The College of California, despite the dedication of its founders like Henry Durant,
faced persistent financial struggles. Bill collectors were a familiar sight for Durant in
the streets of Oakland, a testament to the continuous debt that plagued the
institution. The future of the college remained uncertain, a situation that highlighted
the need for a more stable and publicly funded approach to higher education in the
rapidly growing state. This financial precariousness ultimately led to discussions about
integrating the private college with a state-supported initiative.
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The federal government played a significant role in providing the impetus for public
higher education in California. In 1853, Congress granted California 46,000 acres of
public lands, with the understanding that the proceeds from their sale would be used
to establish a "seminary of learning." A more substantial boost came with the Morrill
Act of 1862, signed by President Abraham Lincoln. This landmark legislation offered
each state a grant of public lands for the establishment of colleges that would teach
agriculture and the mechanic arts. California’s share under the Morrill Act amounted to
a substantial 150,000 acres.

Seizing this opportunity, the California legislature in 1866 moved to establish an
Agricultural, Mining, and Mechanical Arts College. This college, while existing primarily
as a legal entity to secure federal funds, was distinct from the College of California.
However, the vision for a comprehensive public university began to coalesce around
the idea of uniting these separate educational endeavors. In 1867, largely due to the
efforts of then-Governor Frederick Low, the financially beleaguered College of
California agreed to what many initially perceived as a merger with the state college.

This pivotal agreement set the stage for the formal creation of the University of
California. While often described as a merger, the legislative act that officially
established the University of California on March 23, 1868, actually created an entirely
new institution. This "Organic Act," also known as the Dwinelle Bill after its principal
author, Assemblyman John W. Dwinelle, stated that the new University would be
designed "to provide instruction and thorough and complete education in all
departments of science, literature and art, industrial and professional pursuits, and
general education, and also special courses of instruction in preparation for the
professions.” This expansive mission underscored a commitment to a broad-based
education, rather than simply vocational training.

The newly established University of California inherited not only the federal funding
eligibility from the Morrill Act but also the land and facilities of the private College of
California. The College of California had already, in 1866, acquired the very land that
would become the core of the current Berkeley campus. This strategic acquisition,
alongside the federal land grants, provided a solid foundation for the physical
development of the nascent university. The name "Berkeley" itself was suggested by
Frederick Billings, a trustee of the College of California, in honor of the Anglo-Irish
philosopher George Berkeley.

Thus, the University of California was born, a testament to a blend of private initiative
and public foresight. It was a bold experiment in higher education for a rapidly
expanding state, driven by the belief that a well-educated populace and
advancements in knowledge would be more valuable than any gold discovered in its
rich earth. The stage was set for the unfolding story of an institution that would grow
to define academic excellence, research prowess, and a vibrant culture of
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engagement and activism.
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