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Introduction

The Republic of Serbia stands at a crossroads of history and modernity—a nation
shaped by centuries of shifting borders, empires, and ideologies. Situated in
Southeastern Europe, Serbia’s strategic location has ensured that its politics have
been deeply entwined with the wider currents of European and global change. Today,
Serbia’s political system is rooted in a parliamentary republic endorsed by the 2006
Constitution, yet it is equally defined by its turbulent past and the ongoing challenges
on its path to democratic consolidation.

Understanding the politics of Serbia requires not only a grasp of formal
institutions—the parliament, the president, the courts—but also a sensitivity to the
interplay between history, culture, and contemporary social dynamics. From the
waning days of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of the modern Serbian
state in the 19th century, to its pivotal role in the formation and dissolution of
Yugoslavia, Serbia’s trajectory has been marked by both continuity and radical
upheaval. The legacies of monarchy, one-party socialism, conflict, and transition have
left indelible marks on its political culture and institutions.

At the heart of Serbia’s political system lies the principle of separation of powers
between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. In theory, these checks and
balances are designed to guarantee democracy, civil liberties, and minority rights. In
practice, however, contemporary Serbia faces serious concerns about the
concentration of power, the erosion of democratic norms, and the dominance of the
president and the ruling party. Media freedom, the independence of the judiciary, and
the integrity of elections have become recurrent sources of debate and protest,
reflecting broader anxieties about the state of governance and the rule of law.

The country’s journey since regaining independence in 2006 has been marked by
significant achievements as well as chronic challenges. Ongoing debates over
constitutional reform, the role of the president, the status of Kosovo, and the
imperative of European integration reflect the multiple pressures facing Serbian
democracy. Political life is shaped by the persistent legacy of nationalist politics, but
also by vibrant civil society, engaged citizenry, and a complex landscape of parties
and movements. Corruption, economic uncertainty, and rapid social change further
complicate the picture, feeding both disillusionment and renewed activism.

This book aims to provide a comprehensive and accessible guide to the politics and
political system of Serbia. By exploring the historical context, constitutional
framework, party politics, electoral practices, and major policy challenges, it seeks to
equip readers with the knowledge necessary to understand both the structures and
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the realities of power. Attention is also given to the voices of opposition, the role of the
media, the struggles for minority rights, and the ongoing efforts of citizens to shape
their country’s future.

Whether you are a student, researcher, policy-maker, or simply an interested
observer, this guide offers a roadmap to the complexities and contradictions of
Serbian political life. In the chapters that follow, we invite you to explore the many
forces that have made Serbia what it is today—and to consider the open questions and
contested pathways that will shape its tomorrow.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Geopolitical Position of Serbia

Serbia is a landlocked country in Southeastern and Central Europe, situated at a
genuine crossroads. It occupies a significant portion of the Balkan Peninsula and
touches the southern edges of the Pannonian Plain. This geographical placement has
for centuries dictated Serbia's role as a transit route, a meeting point of cultures, and,
perhaps inevitably, a stage for the ambitions of larger powers.

Its borders are shared with a host of neighbors: Hungary to the north, Romania and
Bulgaria to the east, North Macedonia to the south, and Croatia and Bosnia and
Herzegovina to the west. To the southwest lies Montenegro, and Serbia also claims a
border with Albania through the disputed territory of Kosovo. This neighborhood, often
referred to as the "powder keg of Europe," has a history as complex and mountainous
as its terrain.

The varied landscape of Serbia, ranging from the fertile plains of Vojvodina in the
north to the ancient mountains and hills in the south, contributes to its strategic
complexity. The Danube River, one of Europe's major waterways, flows through or
borders Serbia for 588 kilometers, acting as a vital transport corridor connecting
Serbia to inland Europe and the Black Sea. This river, along with its tributaries like the
Sava and Morava, has shaped settlement patterns, facilitated trade, and served as a
natural highway for movement and, at times, military campaigns.

The strategic importance of Serbia's location is perhaps best underscored by the Pan-
European transport corridors that traverse its territory. Corridor X, a critical route
linking Salzburg in Austria to Thessaloniki in Greece, runs through Serbia, bringing
with it both opportunities for trade and development and the complexities of being a
key transit nation. There's also Corridor VII, represented by the Danube River, and the
developing Corridor Xl, aiming to connect Central Europe with the Adriatic Sea. These
corridors highlight Serbia's potential as a regional transport and trade hub.

Being at the "geographic borderline between the East and West," as some describe it,
means Serbia is often seen as a gateway. This position has historically exposed it to
influences from both directions, leading to a unique blend of cultural and political
currents. It's a place where empires have clashed and where different spheres of
influence have long converged.

This intersection of geographical features and historical forces has made Serbia a focal
point in regional stability. As the largest country in the Western Balkans, its internal
dynamics and foreign policy choices inevitably ripple outwards. Stability in Serbia is
often seen as a prerequisite for stability in the wider region.
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The country's landlocked status, while seemingly a disadvantage, is mitigated by its
access to major waterways like the Danube, allowing connection to sea ports like Bar
in Montenegro and Thessaloniki in Greece. This access is vital for trade and transport,
underscoring the importance of maintaining good relations with its neighbors and
investing in infrastructure.

Serbia's geopolitical position is not just about physical geography; it's also about
navigating the currents of international relations. In a world of competing interests,
Serbia finds itself balancing relationships with major global powers. While aspiring to
join the European Union, it also maintains strong historical and cultural ties with
Russia and is increasingly forging closer links with China. This "multi-vector" foreign
policy, as some term it, is a delicate balancing act.

The relationship with the EU is a key aspect of Serbia's geopolitical orientation. As a
candidate country, Serbia is working towards aligning its policies and laws with EU
standards. The EU is also Serbia's largest trading partner and a significant source of
investment and financial aid. However, progress on EU accession is intertwined with
resolving issues like the status of Kosovo and aligning with EU foreign policy.

Simultaneously, Serbia has deep historical, cultural, and religious ties with Russia. This
relationship influences Serbia's foreign policy, particularly its stance on Kosovo, where
it relies on Russia's support in international forums. Russia also plays a role in Serbia's
energy sector and has a notable presence in public discourse.

China's influence in Serbia has also been growing significantly in recent years,
particularly through investments in infrastructure and industry as part of the Belt and
Road Initiative. China has become a major economic partner and investor, and this
relationship has geopolitical implications, adding another layer to Serbia's complex
international positioning.

This complex web of relationships means Serbia's geopolitical position is one of
constant negotiation and adaptation. It's a country that understands the importance of
leverage and seeks to maximize its options on the international stage. The ability to
maintain ties with multiple global actors, despite their sometimes conflicting interests,
is a defining characteristic of Serbia's foreign policy approach.

The historical legacy of being a crossroads has instilled in Serbia a certain
pragmatism, perhaps even a weariness, when it comes to aligning too closely with any
single power bloc. The experience of past conflicts and the dissolution of Yugoslavia in
the 1990s have left a lasting impact on its strategic thinking.

Ultimately, Serbia's geopolitical position is a dynamic and ever-evolving aspect of its
political landscape. It is shaped by its physical location, its history as a transit route
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and a meeting point, and its ongoing efforts to balance relationships with major
international players while pursuing its own national interests. Understanding this
position is crucial to understanding the forces that shape Serbian politics.
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