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Introduction
Slovakia, a small landlocked nation in Central Europe, presents a compelling case
study in the evolution of post-communist politics and nation-building. Emerging as a
sovereign state only in 1993, following the peaceful dissolution of Czechoslovakia,
Slovakia has since navigated complex historical legacies to establish a functioning
democratic political system. Its journey has been shaped by a myriad of
influences—ranging from centuries under the Kingdom of Hungary and the Austro-
Hungarian Empire to decades of communist rule and subsequent transformation under
the Velvet Revolution. The result is a dynamic, sometimes turbulent, political
environment that reveals much about both the challenges and opportunities faced by
new democracies in Europe.

At the heart of Slovak politics lies a robust constitutional framework, adopted in the
early 1990s, which set the stage for a parliamentary representative democracy. The
Slovak Constitution guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms and provides the
blueprint for a government guided by the principles of separation of powers and
checks and balances. Legislative authority rests with a unicameral National Council,
executive power is divided between the President and the Government, and an
independent judiciary upholds the rule of law. Elections are free and competitive,
typified by proportional representation that fosters a multi-party system.

Yet, while the formal architecture of democracy is well-established, the reality of
Slovak politics is often far more complex. Since independence, Slovakia has
experienced waves of political upheaval and reform, alternately marked by periods of
instability and rapid Western integration—culminating in membership in NATO and the
European Union. But more recent times have also seen the rise of political
polarization, increasing challenges to democratic norms, and concerns about
corruption and the independence of public institutions. Issues related to minority
rights, especially the Roma community, as well as enduring social and economic
divides, complicate the country's efforts to deepen democracy and promote social
cohesion.

Political actors in Slovakia are diverse and competitive, with shifting party landscapes
reflecting broader ideological cleavages and regional interests. Political life is regularly
shaped by coalition negotiations, the emergence of new populist movements, and
societal debates over national identity, European integration, and the direction of
domestic policy. Amid these changes, the media and civil society organizations have
played—and continue to play—an essential watchdog role, seeking to hold power
accountable and defend democratic standards, even as they face significant
challenges of their own.
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Foreign policy, too, is a defining arena for Slovak politics. As a member of both the
European Union and NATO, Slovakia’s international orientation has generally favored
the West, though this consensus can shift depending on the prevailing government
and global developments. Recent years have brought new tensions—over issues
ranging from the war in Ukraine to relations with neighboring states—testing the
ability of Slovak democracy to reconcile internal disagreements with external
commitments.

This book, "The Politics of Slovakia: A Guide to Politics and the Political System in
Slovakia," aims to provide a comprehensive account of the structures, actors,
processes, and challenges that define the Slovak political landscape. Drawing on
historical context and contemporary analysis, it offers readers an accessible yet
nuanced exploration of how power is distributed and contested in
Slovakia—highlighting not only the institutional framework, but also the real-world
issues, debates, and actors that animate Slovak democracy today. As Slovakia
continues to navigate an uncertain era, understanding its political system is more
important than ever for scholars, practitioners, and citizens alike.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Slovak
Politics
To truly grasp the intricacies of contemporary Slovak politics, one must first delve into
the deep currents of its history, a narrative shaped by millennia of migrations,
empires, and the enduring struggle for national identity. Long before Slovakia
emerged as a distinct political entity, the lands it now occupies were a crossroads of
Central Europe, a place where various peoples and powers converged, leaving behind
layers of influence that continue to resonate. The earliest inhabitants of this region
included Celtic and Germanic tribes, but the pivotal moment for the formation of the
Slovak nation arrived with the migration of Slavic peoples in the 5th and 6th centuries
CE. These early Slavs laid the demographic and linguistic groundwork for what would
eventually become the Slovak identity.

The first significant political formation on this territory was the Samo Empire in the 7th
century, a tribal union organized to resist the nomadic Avars. While this early polity
was relatively short-lived, it represented an initial attempt at unified governance
among the Slavic tribes in the area. Following the Samo Empire's decline, the 9th
century saw the rise of Great Moravia, a more substantial and influential early
medieval state. Great Moravia encompassed territories in what is now Slovakia and
parts of the neighboring countries. It was during this period that the Byzantine
missionaries Cyril and Methodius arrived, bringing Christianity and developing the first
Slavic alphabet, Glagolitic, which significantly impacted the cultural and linguistic
development of the Slavs in the region. This mission laid the foundation for Old Church
Slavonic, an important early Slavic literary language.

However, the era of Great Moravian independence was not destined to last. In the
10th century, the arrival of the Magyar tribes in the Carpathian Basin led to the
decline and eventual collapse of Great Moravia. The territory inhabited by the
ancestors of the Slovaks then gradually became integrated into the emerging Kingdom
of Hungary. This marked the beginning of a nearly thousand-year period during which
the lands of Slovakia were part of the Hungarian state. This long association
profoundly shaped the historical experience of the Slovak people, influencing their
social structures, legal traditions, and national consciousness.

Within the Kingdom of Hungary, the territory of present-day Slovakia was often
referred to as "Upper Hungary" and for a period, notably after the Ottoman conquest
of Buda in the 16th century, Bratislava (then known as Pressburg) served as the
capital and coronation city of the Kingdom of Hungary, highlighting the region's
significance within the larger realm. Despite being part of the Kingdom of Hungary,

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

the Slovak population maintained its distinct language and culture, though at times
this was challenged by policies aimed at Magyarization, particularly in the latter half of
the 19th century within the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

The 19th century was a period of rising national consciousness across Europe, and the
Slovaks were no exception. Figures like Ľudovít Štúr played a crucial role in codifying
the modern Slovak language, which became a vital element in asserting a distinct
Slovak identity. The revolutions of 1848 saw the articulation of demands for greater
autonomy for the Slovak areas within Hungary, though these efforts were ultimately
unsuccessful at the time. The Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, which created
the dual monarchy, further entrenched Hungarian control over the Slovak lands,
leading to increased pressure on the Slovak language and culture.

The end of World War I brought about the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
creating an opportunity for the realization of long-held national aspirations. In 1918,
the Slovaks joined with the Czechs to form a new state, Czechoslovakia. This union
was seen by many Slovaks as a way to escape Hungarian rule and to develop their
national life within a common state with a kindred Slavic nation. Czechoslovakia was
established as a democratic republic, and in the initial period, it was considered one of
the most democratic and prosperous of the successor states to the Habsburg
monarchy.

However, the relationship between Czechs and Slovaks within the new state was not
without its complexities. While the constitution of 1920 granted some degree of self-
governance, many Slovaks felt that they were not treated as equal partners and that
the central government in Prague was dominated by Czechs. This led to the
emergence of political parties advocating for greater Slovak autonomy. The interwar
period saw the development of Slovak political life, with various parties representing
different ideological streams.

The fragility of the interwar order became tragically apparent in the late 1930s with
the rise of Nazi Germany. The Munich Agreement of 1938 resulted in Czechoslovakia
ceding the Sudetenland to Germany, and the country was subsequently dismembered.
In March 1939, under pressure from Nazi Germany, a nominally independent Slovak
State was proclaimed. This state, led by Jozef Tiso, was a one-party clerical fascist
regime that was closely aligned with Nazi Germany and participated in the Holocaust.
This period remains a controversial and difficult chapter in Slovak history.

During World War II, an anti-fascist resistance movement emerged, culminating in the
Slovak National Uprising in August 1944. Although the uprising was suppressed by
German forces, it became a significant symbol of Slovak resistance and a foundational
myth for the post-war Czechoslovak Republic. After the war, Czechoslovakia was re-
established, and the Slovak lands were reintegrated into the common state.
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However, the post-war period was marked by the growing influence of the Communist
Party, which, with Soviet backing, seized power in February 1948. This ushered in four
decades of communist rule within the Eastern Bloc. Under the centralized communist
regime, political freedoms were suppressed, and the economy was centrally planned.
While the 1960s saw a brief period of liberalization known as the Prague Spring, which
included attempts to federalize Czechoslovakia and grant more autonomy to Slovakia,
these reforms were brutally crushed by the Warsaw Pact invasion in August 1968.
Following the invasion, a period of "normalization" reimposed strict party control,
although the country was formally structured as a federation of the Czech Socialist
Republic and the Slovak Socialist Republic in 1969. Despite the federal structure, real
power remained concentrated in the hands of the Communist Party in Prague.

The late 1980s saw increasing pressure on the communist regime, inspired by
changes in other parts of Eastern Europe. This culminated in the Velvet Revolution in
November 1989, a non-violent transition that ended forty-one years of one-party
communist rule in Czechoslovakia. The Velvet Revolution brought about a rapid
dismantling of the communist system and the establishment of a democratic
government.

The end of communism reopened questions about the future of the common state of
Czechs and Slovaks. While many had supported the idea of a shared homeland,
historical grievances, economic disparities, and differing visions for the future led to
increasing calls for Slovak autonomy and eventually, independence. Negotiations
between Czech and Slovak political leaders, notably Václav Klaus and Vladimír Mečiar,
ultimately led to the peaceful dissolution of Czechoslovakia. On July 17, 1992, the
Slovak National Council adopted a declaration of sovereignty, a significant step
towards statehood. The Czechoslovak Federal Assembly formally voted to dissolve the
federation, and on January 1, 1993, Czechoslovakia peacefully ceased to exist, giving
rise to two independent states: the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, an event
often referred to as the "Velvet Divorce." This marked the culmination of a long
historical journey and the beginning of a new era for Slovakia as a sovereign nation.
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