
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

The Politics of Somalia
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The Geography and Demographics of Somalia
Chapter 2 Historical Foundations: Pre-Colonial Somali Society
Chapter 3 Colonial Legacies: British and Italian Somaliland
Chapter 4 Unification and Independence (1960)
Chapter 5 Somalia’s First Republic: The Democratic Period
Chapter 6 Military Rule and the Siad Barre Era
Chapter 7 State Collapse and Civil War (1991–2000)
Chapter 8 The Rise and Impact of Clan Dynamics
Chapter 9 Transitional Governments: TNG and TFG
Chapter 10 The Federal System: Structure and Implementation
Chapter 11 The Provisional Constitution and Constitutional Debates
Chapter 12 Structure and Roles of the Executive Branch
Chapter 13 The Federal Parliament: Senate and House of the People
Chapter 14 The Judiciary and Legal Pluralism in Somalia
Chapter 15 Political Parties and Multiparty Aspirations
Chapter 16 Electoral Systems and the 4.5 Power-Sharing Formula
Chapter 17 Federal Member States: Powers and Perspectives
Chapter 18 The Role of the Banadir Regional Administration
Chapter 19 Clan Elders, Customary Law, and Informal Politics
Chapter 20 Al-Shabaab: Insurgency, Conflict, and State Response
Chapter 21 International Engagement and External Influences
Chapter 22 Security, Peacekeeping, and the ATMIS Mission
Chapter 23 Corruption, Governance, and Institutional Challenges
Chapter 24 Human Rights and Civil Liberties in Somalia
Chapter 25 Prospects for Democracy: Challenges and Future Pathways

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Somalia, perched on the Horn of Africa and embracing a long and tumultuous
coastline, stands as one of the world’s most fascinating yet complex political stories.
Its journey through independence, authoritarianism, state collapse, and ongoing
efforts at reconstruction has attracted global attention and scholarly analysis. The
politics of Somalia is a tapestry woven of history, clan affiliations, regional dynamics,
and the dreams of a people striving for peace and prosperity amidst daunting
challenges.

This book, The Politics of Somalia: A Guide to Politics and the Political System in
Somalia, seeks to provide readers with a comprehensive and accessible exploration of
Somalia’s political landscape. The collapse of the central government in 1991 marked
a turning point, plunging the nation into years of civil war and a breakdown of state
authority. The consequences of these years, and the ongoing efforts to rebuild Somali
statehood, continue to shape the country’s contemporary political realities.

In the chapters that follow, we embark on a structured journey through Somalia’s
diverse history and the evolution of its political institutions. We begin with the
foundations of Somali society, the impacts of colonial rule, and the emergence of
independent statehood. The complexities of clan dynamics and the roles they play in
governance are unravelled, alongside the intricate process of forming a federal system
meant to reconcile unity and regional autonomy.

The book delves into the mechanics of the provisional constitution, the evolving
structure of the federal government, and the persistent challenges of elections,
political parties, and the indirect systems that have defined Somali representation for
decades. Furthermore, the influence of pivotal actors—including powerful clan elders,
religious leaders, insurgent movements like Al-Shabaab, and a deeply involved
international community—are considered in light of their contributions to both
instability and peacebuilding.

Above all, this guide is designed to illuminate both the difficulties and the possibilities
that define Somali politics. We will review the ever-present hurdles: political violence,
corruption, legal reform, constitutional uncertainty, regional rivalries, and a long-
standing deficit in democratic practice. Yet, despite these obstacles, we also find
stories of resilience, dialogue, and incremental progress—testaments to the enduring
spirit of the Somali people.

It is our hope that this book will serve not just as a reference, but as a springboard for
thoughtful engagement with Somalia’s present and future. In putting a spotlight on
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both the structural and human elements of Somali politics, we invite readers to
understand not simply the facts, but the underlying forces—and, perhaps, the
hopes—for a more stable, inclusive, and democratic Somali state.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Lay of the Land and Its People
Somalia sits on the easternmost protrusion of Africa, a land often shaped by the sun
and the sand, bordered by Djibouti to the northwest, Ethiopia to the west, Kenya to
the southwest, and the vast expanse of the Indian Ocean to the east and the Gulf of
Aden to the north. This prime location on the Horn of Africa gives it a significant
strategic position, bridging sub-Saharan Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. The country
sprawls across 637,657 square kilometers, an area slightly smaller than the state of
Texas, and boasts the longest coastline on mainland Africa.

The terrain is a study in contrasts. While much of Somalia is characterized by flat to
undulating plateaus, rising to more significant hills in the north, the coastline along the
Gulf of Aden features a narrow plain known as the Guban. Inland from the Guban,
you'll find the rugged east-west ranges of the Karkaar Mountains, also called the Cal
Madow. Here lies Somalia's highest point, Mount Shimbiris, reaching an elevation of
about 2,416 meters. To the south, broad plateaus like the Galgodon, Sool, and Hawd
regions gently descend towards the Indian Ocean. The southern part of the country
also features alluvial plains, particularly along the Jubba and Shabeelle rivers, the only
two perennial rivers in Somalia, both originating in the Ethiopian highlands. These
rivers are vital for agriculture in the otherwise arid landscape.

The climate is predominantly hot and dry, with landscapes dominated by thornbush
savanna and semidesert. Temperatures are high throughout the year, though they are
slightly more moderate at higher elevations in the north. Rainfall is sparse and often
unpredictable, with two main rainy seasons, known as the Gu (April to June) and the 
Deyr (October to December). The north and central regions receive significantly less
rainfall than the south, with the southwest receiving the most precipitation. Between
the monsoons, hot and humid periods occur. This challenging climate has shaped the
lives and economic strategies of the Somali people, many of whom have traditionally
relied on nomadic pastoralism.

Speaking of people, Somalia is considered one of the most culturally unified countries
in Africa. The vast majority of the population, around 85%, are ethnic Somalis. This
shared ethnicity is a significant factor in the country's social and political dynamics,
though it's important to note the existence of various clan families and sub-clans
within the broader Somali identity. The four major clan families often cited are the Dir,
Isaaq, Hawiye, and Darood, along with the Rahanweyn (also sometimes referred to as
Digil and Mirifle). There are also minority ethnic groups, including Bantus and Arabs,
making up about 15% of the population.

The population of Somalia is estimated to be around 18 to 19 million people, with a
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significant portion being quite young. More than 60% of the population is under the
age of 25, and the country has one of the highest fertility rates in the world. Life
expectancy, however, is relatively low compared to neighboring countries. The
population density is about 31 people per square kilometer, but this is unevenly
distributed, with higher concentrations in and around major cities and in the more
agriculturally viable southern regions.

While much of the population has historically been nomadic or semi-nomadic, there's
been a trend of migration to urban areas, particularly by young men. This has led to a
higher percentage of older people in rural areas and issues of unemployment in the
towns. The capital and largest city is Mogadishu, located on the Indian Ocean coast,
with an estimated population of over 2.5 million. Other significant cities include
Hargeisa, Berbera, Kismayo, and Baidoa.

Somali and Arabic are the two official languages of Somalia. Somali is the primary
language spoken by the majority of the population, with different dialects like
Northern Standard Somali, Maay, and Benadiri. Arabic plays a crucial role, primarily in
religious practice and education, reflecting Somalia's historical and religious ties to the
Arab world. English and Italian are also spoken to varying degrees, with English often
used in business and by NGOs, and Italian mainly spoken by older generations.

The natural resources of Somalia are diverse but largely unexploited. The country has
reserves of minerals like uranium, iron ore, tin, gypsum, bauxite, copper, and salt.
There are also reserves of natural gas, and likely oil reserves, though these have not
been significantly developed. Somalia's most valuable resources are arguably its
pastures, which support the livestock sector, a crucial part of the economy and a
major export. Frankincense and myrrh are also important export products. The long
coastline offers potential for fishing, though this sector has been relatively small.

However, like its political landscape, Somalia's environment faces considerable
challenges. Issues such as water scarcity, land degradation, deforestation,
overgrazing, and soil erosion are prevalent. The country is also highly vulnerable to
the impacts of climate change, experiencing increasingly frequent and severe
droughts and floods. These environmental factors can exacerbate existing tensions
and contribute to displacement and conflict, adding another layer of complexity to the
political dynamics.
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