SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

The Politics of Peru

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Historical Roots of Peruvian Politics

Chapter 2 The 1993 Constitution: Structure and Significance
Chapter 3 The Executive Branch: President, Cabinet, and Powers
Chapter 4 The Legislative Branch: Congress of the Republic
Chapter 5 The Judicial Branch: Courts and Rule of Law
Chapter 6 Regional and Local Government Structure

Chapter 7 The Electoral System and Processes

Chapter 8 Political Parties: Evolution and Current Dynamics
Chapter 9 Civil Society and Social Movements

Chapter 10 Indigenous Peoples and Political Representation
Chapter 11 Women in Peruvian Politics

Chapter 12 The Media and Political Communication

Chapter 13 Corruption and Public Trust

Chapter 14 Military Influence and Legacies of Authoritarianism
Chapter 15 Economic Policy and the Politics of Development
Chapter 16 Social Policy and Rights Protections

Chapter 17 Decentralization and Participatory Governance
Chapter 18 Foreign Policy and International Relations

Chapter 19 Human Rights and the Legal Framework

Chapter 20 Environmental Policy and Resource Politics
Chapter 21 Religion, Identity, and Political Culture

Chapter 22 The Role of the Constitutional Court

Chapter 23 Political Crises and Presidential Impeachments
Chapter 24 Contemporary Challenges: Polarization and "Terruqueo"
Chapter 25 Prospects for Reform and Democratic Consolidation

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Peru stands at a complex crossroads, shaped by a captivating history and an ever-
evolving political landscape. Known for its diverse geography and rich cultural
heritage, Peru’s politics reflect the broader currents of Latin American
governance—marked by vibrant democratic aspirations, periods of authoritarian rule,
and constant challenges of institution-building. As the country navigates the 21st
century, understanding Peru’s political system is crucial for grasping both its internal
dynamics and its role on the global stage.

This book aims to provide a comprehensive guide to Peru’s political structures,
processes, and key issues. By dissecting the intricacies of its government—as defined
by the 1993 Constitution and subsequent reforms—we explore how the executive,
legislative, and judicial branches interact, sometimes in harmonious collaboration and
at other moments in heated contention. We also unpack the ways in which the
electoral system and multiparty politics foster both vibrant competition and periodic
instability.

Central to the Peruvian political experience are the themes of decentralization,
regional diversity, and social inclusion. The ongoing efforts to strengthen local
governance and incorporate traditionally marginalized groups—such as indigenous
peoples and women—reflect deeper currents of change. However, the path has not
been straightforward: old inequalities, enduring discrimination, and the slow pace of
reform continue to pose significant hurdles.

Recent history has seen a series of political crises, including rapid turnover in the
presidency, bitter clashes between the executive and legislature, and public unrest
erupting in the streets. High-profile corruption scandals and recurring accusations of
“parliamentary despotism” have eroded public trust in government, while the specter
of “terruqueo”—Ilabeling opponents as terrorists—continues to shape political
discourse. These issues, discussed throughout this book, highlight the fragility and
resilience of Peru’s democracy.

Despite the many difficulties faced, Peru's democratic institutions have proven
surprisingly robust. Peaceful transfers of power are now the norm, and vibrant civil
society movements continually push for change. The current moment in Peruvian
politics is one of introspection and possibility, with renewed debates about
constitutional reform, party system renewal, and the promise of more inclusive
governance.

By tracing the challenges and achievements of Peru’s political system, this book
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invites readers to engage critically with the nation’s present and future. Whether you
are a student, researcher, traveler, or simply someone curious about Peruvian
democracy, this guide seeks to illuminate how politics shape the daily life and
aspirations of the Peruvian people.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Historical Roots of Peruvian
Politics

Peru's political landscape is a rich tapestry woven from threads of ancient civilizations,
colonial imposition, and a persistent, often turbulent, quest for self-governance. To
understand the present-day dynamics, the frequent crises, and the enduring
challenges, we must first delve into the historical roots that have shaped this South
American nation. It's a story that begins long before the arrival of Europeans, in the
complex and sophisticated societies that flourished in the Andean region for millennia.

Before the Spanish Conquest, the Inca Empire, known in its time as the
Tahuantinsuyu, or "Land of Four Quarters," represented the pinnacle of pre-Columbian
political organization in South America. Centered in Cusco, this vast empire stretched
across diverse ecological zones, encompassing millions of subjects speaking numerous
languages. The Inca state was a highly centralized, absolute, and theocratic
monarchy, with the Sapa Inca, the emperor, holding ultimate authority, believed to be
a descendant of the sun god Inti. This divine mandate reinforced his absolute power.

The Inca government was structured with remarkable efficiency, dividing the empire
into four quarters, each overseen by a governor who reported to the Sapa Inca in
Cusco. This hierarchical system extended down to local administrators, often drawn
from conquered peoples' leadership, whose loyalty was ensured, in part, by keeping
their heirs at the capital. The state controlled most aspects of life, including a labor tax
system called the mita, used for massive public works like their extensive road
network and impressive architectural feats. This pre-Columbian era laid a foundation
of centralized authority and a tradition of large-scale state-directed projects, elements
that would, in different forms, persist through subsequent historical periods.

The arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century dramatically altered the political
trajectory of Peru. The conquest, led by Francisco Pizarro, exploited internal divisions
within the Inca Empire, particularly a civil war between half-brothers Atahualpa and
Hudscar. The Spanish victory, swift and brutal, dismantled the Inca political structure
and imposed a new colonial order. Peru became the seat of the Viceroyalty of Peru, a
vast administrative entity that encompassed much of Spanish South America, with
Lima established as its capital.

Spanish colonial rule had a profound and destructive impact on the indigenous
population, introducing a rigid social hierarchy based on race and origin. Spanish-born
peninsulares held the highest positions, followed by criollos (those of Spanish descent
born in the Americas), mestizos, indigenous peoples, and enslaved Africans. This
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stratification embedded deep inequalities and sowed seeds of discontent that would
fuel future conflicts. The colonial economy was centered on extracting mineral wealth,
primarily silver, and exploiting indigenous labor through systems like the mita, albeit a
Spanish version. This extractive economic model and the accompanying social
divisions left a lasting legacy.

The Bourbon reforms in the 18th century, aimed at making colonial administration
more efficient and profitable for the Spanish crown, further impacted the Viceroyalty,
including the loss of territory with the creation of new viceroyalties. While these
reforms brought some economic expansion, they also contributed to local
resentments. Indigenous rebellions, such as the significant uprising led by Tupac
Amaru Il in the late 18th century, demonstrated ongoing resistance to Spanish
oppression and foreshadowed the eventual independence movements.

The early 19th century saw the winds of independence sweeping across South
America, often sparked by Napoleon's invasion of Spain. While many other Spanish
colonies moved towards self-liberation, Peru remained a royalist stronghold, its
conservative aristocracy and the strong presence of Spanish military forces
maintaining loyalty to the crown. Consequently, Peru's independence was largely
achieved by external forces, notably the armies led by José de San Martin from the
south and Simon Bolivar from the north.

José de San Martin declared Peru's independence on July 28, 1821, in Lima, a pivotal
moment, though the struggle against Spanish forces in the interior continued. Simén
Bolivar took over the independence effort, and the decisive battles of Junin and
Ayacucho in 1824 finally secured Peru's, and indeed South America's, complete
liberation from Spanish rule. However, achieving independence did not instantly usher
in an era of stable, democratic governance.

The early years of the Peruvian Republic were marked by significant political instability
and a struggle to define the new nation's identity and territory. The departure of
Bolivar in 1826 removed a central authority figure, leading to a period dominated by
caudillos, military leaders who had risen to prominence during the independence wars
and now vied for power. The absence of a strong tradition of self-governance, coupled
with the ingrained social divisions from the colonial era, contributed to this turbulent
environment.

Numerous constitutions were adopted and discarded in the initial decades as different
factions and leaders struggled for control. The period saw frequent uprisings, civil
wars, and territorial disputes with neighboring countries. The political landscape was
often characterized by personalistic leadership and weak, ill-defined political parties, a
pattern that would unfortunately repeat throughout much of Peru's history.

A period of relative stability emerged in the mid-19th century, largely fueled by the
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exploitation of guano, a valuable fertilizer that became a major export. This economic
boom provided the state with significant revenue, allowing for some modernization
and infrastructure development, such as the construction of early railroads. Ramoén
Castilla, a mestizo, dominated this era, serving multiple terms as president and
implementing some social reforms, including the abolition of slavery.

Despite this period of greater stability, the underlying political and social fragilities
remained. The wealth generated by guano was not always managed effectively and
also became a source of corruption and conflict. The era ended disastrously with the
War of the Pacific (1879-1883), a conflict with Chile and Bolivia, largely over nitrate-
rich territories. Peru's defeat had devastating consequences, leading to territorial
losses, economic ruin, and renewed political turmoil.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw a period known as the "Aristocratic
Republic" (1895-1919), where civilian rule was re-established, but political power
remained concentrated in the hands of a small elite of landowners and merchants,
often associated with the Civilista Party. While this era brought some economic
development and modernization, it was characterized by limited suffrage and political
exclusion for the majority of the population, particularly indigenous peoples and rural
dwellers.

The early 20th century also saw the emergence of new political currents and the
beginnings of more organized political parties, though they often faced significant
challenges. Figures like José Carlos Mariategui, a key Marxist thinker, and Victor Raul
Haya de la Torre, founder of the American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA),
emerged as influential voices advocating for social and political change, addressing
the deep-seated economic and social problems of Peru. APRA, in particular, would
become a significant, though often controversial, force in Peruvian politics for
decades.

The Great Depression in the 1930s had a profound impact on Peru, contributing to the
overthrow of the authoritarian regime of Augusto B. Leguia and ushering in another
period of political instability, marked by a succession of short-lived governments and
increased social unrest. The rivalry between APRA and a coalition of the elite and the
military defined much of the political landscape in the following decades, often leading
to the proscription of APRA and the persecution of its members.

The mid-20th century continued to see a cycle of democratic attempts interrupted by
periods of military rule. The armed forces frequently intervened in politics, often
presenting themselves as a force for order and national progress, though their rule
also involved the suppression of dissent and human rights abuses. These military
governments sometimes implemented significant reforms, such as the left-leaning
policies and nationalizations undertaken by the Revolutionary Government of the
Armed Forces under General Juan Velasco Alvarado in the late 1960s and 1970s.
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Velasco's government pursued a program of economic nationalism and agrarian
reform, aiming to reduce foreign influence and address historical inequalities,
particularly regarding land ownership. While some of these policies had a
transformative impact, they also led to economic difficulties and increased state debt.
The military government eventually transitioned back to civilian rule in 1980 with the
election of Fernando Belaunde Terry, who had been overthrown by Velasco in 1968.

The 1980s were a particularly challenging decade for Peru. The return to democracy
coincided with a severe economic crisis, marked by hyperinflation, and the rise of
violent insurgencies, most notably the Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso), a Maoist
guerrilla group, and the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA). These internal
conflicts caused immense suffering and loss of life, particularly in rural areas, and
placed immense strain on the nascent democratic government.

The inability of the civilian governments of the 1980s to effectively address the
economic crisis and the escalating violence contributed to growing public discontent
and a loss of faith in traditional political parties. This paved the way for the election of
Alberto Fujimori in 1990, a political outsider who promised a radical break from the
past. Fujimori's presidency, which lasted until 2000, was marked by a mix of
controversial and consequential events.

In 1992, facing a hostile Congress, Fujimori carried out a "self-coup," dissolving
Congress and the judiciary and consolidating power in his hands. His government
implemented harsh neoliberal economic reforms and adopted an authoritarian
approach to combating the insurgencies, which ultimately led to the capture of the
Shining Path's leader, Abimael Guzman. A new constitution was promulgated in 1993,
strengthening the power of the presidency.

While Fujimori's government achieved some successes in stabilizing the economy and
defeating the insurgencies, it was also marred by serious human rights abuses and
widespread corruption. His tenure ended abruptly in 2000 amidst a major corruption
scandal, leading to his resignation and self-exile. Peru then entered a period of
transition and a return to democratic rule in 2001.

The historical trajectory of Peruvian politics is one of recurrent cycles of democratic
aspirations, political instability, and the persistent influence of powerful, often non-
institutional, actors, including the military and economic elites. The deep-seated social
and economic inequalities, rooted in the colonial past and exacerbated by subsequent
events, have continued to fuel political and social tensions. The weakness of political
parties as cohesive and representative institutions has also been a recurring theme.
These historical currents provide the essential context for understanding the
complexities and challenges of Peru's political system today.
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