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Introduction

Norway'’s political system is admired across the world for its stability, transparency,
and deep commitment to democratic ideals. With high levels of political rights, civil
liberties, and social trust, Norway ranks consistently as one of the most robust
democracies globally. Yet, behind this international reputation lies a system shaped by
unique historical experiences, constitutional traditions, and modern reforms, all of
which contribute to the rich tapestry of its political life.

This book, The Politics of Norway: A Guide to Politics and the Political System in
Norway, is designed for readers seeking a thorough and accessible introduction to the
Norwegian political landscape. Whether your interest is academic, professional, or
simply driven by curiosity about how one of the world’s most egalitarian and
democratic societies is governed, this guide will take you through the foundations,
institutions, actors, and ongoing debates that define Norwegian politics.

Starting from the beginnings of the nation’s constitutional era in 1814, the chapters
offer insights into the evolving relationship between monarchy and parliament, the
workings of coalition governments, and the distinctive roles of major political parties.
The book delves into the functions of the Storting, the symbolic and ceremonial
dimensions of the monarchy, and the vital independence of the judiciary—all crucial
pieces of the Norwegian political puzzle.

Particular attention is paid to the electoral system and the proportional representation
that nurtures a multi-party landscape, requiring cooperation, consensus-building, and
frequent coalitions. Also emphasized are the vital roles of local governments and the
Sami Parliament in shaping not only administrative but also cultural and political life
throughout Norway. These chapters are informed by up-to-date developments,
including current coalition compositions, landmark political debates, and
contemporary challenges around integration, climate change, and the country’s
unique relationship with the European Union.

Throughout, readers will encounter discussions about the nature of citizenship,
political participation, the welfare state, and the challenges facing Norway as it
navigates a rapidly changing world. From questions of transparency and accountability
to the country’s role on the international stage, the book offers both a clear roadmap
and a critical compass for understanding Norwegian politics.

Above all, this guide aims to demystify the structures and processes of government in

Norway, highlight the ongoing reforms and central political debates, and foster an
informed appreciation for the values and tensions that both unite and challenge
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Norwegian society. By the end of these pages, readers will have not only a strong
grasp of how Norwegian politics work, but also a sense of the broader forces that
continue to shape the Norwegian political system today.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Norwegian State: An Overview

Norway, officially the Kingdom of Norway, presents a fascinating blend of tradition and
modernity in its political structure. At its heart, it is a unitary parliamentary
constitutional monarchy. This might sound like a mouthful, but it essentially means
the country is a single, unified state with a king as the head of state, whose powers
are defined and limited by a constitution, and where the government is accountable to
the elected parliament. Unlike some other monarchies where the king or queen might
hold significant political sway, the Norwegian monarch's role is primarily ceremonial
and representative.

The foundations of this system are laid out in the Constitution of Norway, a document
with deep historical roots, dating back to 1814. This constitution isn't just a dusty old
paper; it's the supreme legal document that outlines how power is divided and
exercised across the country. It establishes the principle of separation of powers,
delineating the responsibilities of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of
government.

The head of state is, of course, the King. While the Constitution technically vests
executive power in the King, in practice, this authority is wielded by the government,
also known as the Council of State. The King's duties are largely symbolic, involving
things like formally opening the Storting, the Norwegian parliament, and presiding
over meetings of the Council of State. He's also the one who receives new
ambassadors and plays a role during transitions between governments. And, for those
interested in the more formal aspects, he serves as the Commander-in-Chief of the
armed forces.

Moving to the executive branch, this is where the day-to-day running of the country
happens. It's headed by the Prime Minister, who leads the Council of State, or cabinet.
The government is typically formed by the political party or a group of parties that can
command a majority in the Storting. However, as is quite common in Norway's multi-
party system, minority governments are also a frequent occurrence. The Prime
Minister is appointed by the King, usually being the leader of the political bloc most
likely to form a government. The cabinet, comprising the Prime Minister and other
ministers, is responsible for drafting government bills, proposing the national budget
to the Storting, and making sure laws and policies are put into action through various
ministries and agencies. The central government structure includes the Office of the
Prime Minister and a number of ministries, currently seventeen.

The legislative power in Norway rests with the Storting. This is Norway's unicameral
parliament, meaning it's a single assembly responsible for making laws. It consists of
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169 members who are directly elected by the people for fixed four-year terms. One
interesting feature of the Norwegian system is that the Storting cannot be dissolved
before its four-year term is up, which means early elections aren't a thing. The
Storting's main jobs are enacting legislation and approving the national budget. It also
keeps a close eye on the executive branch, with the power to call for votes of
confidence and question the government. Anyone aged 18 or older who is a
Norwegian citizen has the right to vote in these elections. Prior to 2009, the Storting
had a system where it would divide itself into two sections, the Odelsting and the
Lagting, for legislative purposes, but this is no longer the case, and it now operates as
a fully unicameral body.

The third branch of government is the judiciary, which operates independently of the
executive and legislative branches. The Supreme Court sits at the top of the judicial
hierarchy and is the final court of appeal for all legal matters. In addition to the regular
court system, there are specialized courts and judicial bodies. For example, the High
Court of the Realm handles cases brought against senior government officials, and the
Labour Court deals with disputes between employers and employees. Within each
community, there are also Conciliation Councils that aim to resolve most civil disputes
before they head to more formal legal proceedings. Judges in Norway are appointed by
the King, but this is based on the recommendations of the Judicial Appointments
Board.

The way people elect their representatives in Norway is through a system of direct
election and proportional representation. This takes place in multi-member
constituencies, which have historically aligned with the country's counties. The
number of representatives from each constituency is determined by a formula that
considers both population and geographical area, a system that has been noted to
give a bit more representation to less populated rural areas. While voters cast their
ballots for party lists and can indicate preferences for individual candidates, the bar
for changing the order of candidates on a list is quite high, making it function much
like a closed-list system in practice. To ensure overall fairness in representation,
there's an additional layer of "adjustment seats" at the national level, distributed to
parties that clear a 4% national threshold. Parliamentary elections are held every four
years, and local elections for municipalities and counties also happen every four years,
conveniently alternating with the national elections.

Norway's political landscape is characterized by a multi-party system. It's rare for any
single party to win an outright majority in the Storting, which has led to a long history
of coalition and minority governments since the early 1960s. This necessitates
cooperation and negotiation among parties to form and maintain a government. The
historical roots of Norwegian political parties can be traced back to 1884 with the
formation of the Liberal and Conservative parties. The Labour Party emerged as a
significant force in the early 20th century and has been the largest party in the
Storting since 1927.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Beyond the national level, Norway has a two-tiered system of local government. This
consists of municipalities and county authorities. As of 2024, there are 15 counties and
357 municipalities, though the number of counties has seen some changes in recent
years. Oslo is a bit of an anomaly, functioning as both a municipality and a county.
Both municipalities and counties have elected representatives who are accountable to
their constituents. The legal framework governing local and regional government is
the Local Government Act. While municipalities and county authorities share the same
administrative status, the central government retains overall authority and oversight,
with the County Governor serving as the central government's main representative at
the local level. Municipalities handle a wide range of services, including primary
education, healthcare, local roads, and utilities. Counties are responsible for things like
regional planning, public transport, and upper-secondary education. Local
governments in Norway are quite significant players, employing a substantial portion
of the workforce and managing a considerable amount of expenditure. They rely
heavily on transfers from the central government to ensure consistent service delivery
across the country and are also responsible for collecting taxes.

In addition to the standard political structures, Norway also has a separate elected
assembly representing the Sami people, known as the Samediggi, or Sami Parliament.
This body has 39 members elected from seven constituencies every four years. Its
purpose is to strengthen the political position of the Sami people and promote their
interests in Norway.

Norway has a rather unique relationship with the European Union. While it is not a
member state, having voted against membership in referendums in 1972 and 1994, it
maintains close ties through the Agreement on the European Economic Area (EEA).
This agreement allows Norway to participate in the EU's internal market, meaning it
adopts a significant amount of EU legislation, an estimated 75%. This arrangement
has led to discussions about a "democratic deficit" as Norway aligns with EU
regulations without having a direct say in their formation. Norway also cooperates with
the EU on areas like justice and home affairs through the Schengen Agreement and on
foreign and security policy. While there is some support for EU membership,
opposition remains, partly due to concerns about national sovereignty.

The current political landscape in Norway, following the 2021 general election, is
characterized by a minority coalition government led by the Labour Party with the
Centre Party. This government relies on the support of the Socialist Left Party to
secure a majority in the Storting. Contemporary political debates and reforms in
Norway cover a range of issues, including addressing crime, particularly among young
people, and efforts to reduce social exclusion. The government is also working on
incorporating international conventions on human rights into national law and
promoting freedom of expression while combating disinformation. Environmental
policy and climate targets remain a significant focus. Recent political discussions have
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also touched upon Norway's relationship with the EU, particularly concerning the
adoption of EU energy rules, and tensions between the government and Indigenous
Sami communities over land use and resource development. Issues of potential
conflicts of interest and the use of public funds by politicians have also garnered
attention.

In essence, the Norwegian state is a well-established democracy with a strong
constitutional framework, a ceremonial monarchy, a powerful and independent
parliament, and a multi-party system that encourages cooperation and compromise.
It's a system that has generally delivered stability and a high degree of social equality,
while continuously grappling with evolving domestic and international challenges.
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