
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

The Politics of Malaysia
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The Historical Roots of Malaysian Politics
Chapter 2 The Federal Constitution: Foundations and Evolution
Chapter 3 Colonial Legacies and Nation-Building
Chapter 4 The Constitutional Monarchy and the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Chapter 5 Parliament and the Legislative Process
Chapter 6 The Executive Branch: Prime Minister and Cabinet
Chapter 7 The Judiciary: Structure, Independence, and Challenges
Chapter 8 Federalism: States, Federal Territories, and the Division of Powers
Chapter 9 Local Government in Malaysia
Chapter 10 The Electoral System: Mechanics and Debates
Chapter 11 Political Parties: History, Identity, and Organization
Chapter 12 Coalitions and Alliances: Shifting Political Landscapes
Chapter 13 The Barisan Nasional Era: Dominance and Decline
Chapter 14 The Rise of Pakatan Harapan and Democratic Transition
Chapter 15 Perikatan Nasional and Political Realignments
Chapter 16 Sabah and Sarawak: Politics on the Periphery
Chapter 17 Ethnicity, Communal Politics, and Social Contract
Chapter 18 Religion and the State: Islam and Pluralism
Chapter 19 The New Economic Policy and Socioeconomic Policies
Chapter 20 Political Corruption and Scandals: The Case of 1MDB
Chapter 21 Civil Liberties, Human Rights, and Reform
Chapter 22 Media, Public Discourse, and Political Communication
Chapter 23 Political Developments since 2018: Instability and Change
Chapter 24 Challenges Facing Malaysian Democracy
Chapter 25 The Future of Malaysian Politics: Opportunities and Uncertainties

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Malaysia’s political landscape is an intricate tapestry woven from its multi-ethnic
society, historical legacies, and evolving constitutional framework. As a country that
blends modern institutions inherited from colonial rule with indigenous structures and
traditions, Malaysia provides a unique case study of governance in a diverse and
rapidly changing region. Navigating the politics of Malaysia means understanding not
only the mechanics of its government but also the deeper historical, social, and
cultural forces that shape political contestation and cooperation.

This book, The Politics of Malaysia: A Guide to Politics and the Political System in
Malaysia, aims to offer a clear and comprehensive overview of Malaysia’s political
system for students, scholars, policy practitioners, and general readers alike. It
explains the constitutional foundation of the state—Malaysia’s distinctive federal
constitutional monarchy—and analyzes its operation within a representative
democracy. Understanding the constitutional roles of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, the
Prime Minister, and other state organs is vital for grasping both the formal and
informal rules that underlie political interactions.

Equally important are the historical dynamics that have informed Malaysia's trajectory
from colonial rule to an independent federation. The evolution of political parties,
alliances, and ideological movements in Malaysia was deeply influenced by the push
for self-determination and the need to accommodate the country’s diverse ethnic and
religious realities. Over more than six decades of independence, Malaysia has seen the
enduring dominance of coalition politics, punctuated in recent years by dramatic shifts
in electoral fortunes and governance.

No overview of Malaysian politics would be complete without attention to the social
and cultural undercurrents that influence policymaking and public life. Issues of
ethnicity and religion continue to color political debates, government policies, and
even the delineation of constituencies. This book explores how state-led initiatives
such as the New Economic Policy and constitutional provisions on Malay rights have
aimed to foster national unity and equity—often sparking new tensions and debates in
the process.

The chapters that follow will not only map the formal structures—the legislature,
executive, judiciary, and system of federalism—but will also examine the real-world
functioning of these organs amidst the shifting sands of coalition politics, social
change, and global challenges. From local councils to federal ministries, from media
landscapes to street demonstrations, the book seeks to provide a holistic account of
how power is gained, exercised, and contested in Malaysia.
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Ultimately, the journey through Malaysian politics is a journey through the
complexities of governance in a multi-ethnic, multi-religious society. While recent
years have brought unprecedented political change and uncertainty, they also herald
new possibilities for reform, inclusion, and democratic development. Understanding
Malaysia’s politics means acknowledging both the achievements and the ongoing
challenges, and recognizing the country’s capacity for adaptation and resilience in the
face of an ever-evolving political landscape.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Historical Roots of Malaysian
Politics
The story of Malaysian politics is not a simple one; it’s a narrative shaped by centuries
of trade, migration, and eventually, colonial intervention. To truly grasp the present-
day political landscape, we need to dig into the historical soil from which it grew. It’s a
journey that takes us from early sultanates to the complexities of a modern, multi-
ethnic state.

Before the arrival of European powers, the Malay Peninsula and Borneo were home to
various sultanates and indigenous communities, each with their own systems of
governance and social structures. The Sultanate of Malacca, in particular, rose to
prominence as a major trading hub, drawing merchants and travelers from across the
globe. This early period laid some of the groundwork for the region's diverse
population and its links to wider global networks.

The arrival of European colonial powers, starting with the Portuguese in 1511, followed
by the Dutch and then the British, fundamentally altered the political trajectory of the
region. The British gradually expanded their influence, initially through the acquisition
of trading ports like Penang, Singapore, and Malacca, collectively known as the Straits
Settlements. Their involvement deepened, leading to intervention in the affairs of the
Malay states, often under the guise of protection or resolving disputes.

British control wasn't a uniform experience across the territories that would eventually
form Malaysia. In the Malay states, the British established a system of indirect rule,
where the Malay rulers were largely maintained in their symbolic positions while
British Residents or advisors held real administrative power. This approach, while
preserving the appearance of Malay authority, effectively brought the states under
British administrative and economic control. Meanwhile, in Borneo, British influence
also grew, albeit through different mechanisms, including the Brooke dynasty in
Sarawak and the British North Borneo Company in Sabah.

The economic policies implemented by the British had a profound impact on the social
and political landscape. The expansion of tin mining and rubber cultivation led to the
large-scale immigration of Chinese and Indian laborers, dramatically changing the
demographic makeup of the peninsula. This influx of migrants, while fueling economic
growth, also created a plural society with distinct ethnic communities living side-by-
side, often with limited interaction and differing economic roles.

The Second World War and the Japanese occupation (1942-1945) served as a brutal
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interlude that shattered the image of British invincibility and significantly impacted
local political consciousness. The occupation exacerbated ethnic tensions in some
areas and spurred the growth of anti-colonial sentiments among various communities.
When the British returned after the war, they were met with a changed political
environment and a growing desire for self-determination.

In the immediate aftermath of the war, the British proposed the Malayan Union, a plan
to centralize administration and grant equal citizenship rights to all residents,
regardless of ethnicity. This proposal, however, was met with widespread and
vehement opposition from the Malay community, who saw it as a threat to their
special position and the sovereignty of the Malay rulers. The methods used by the
British to gain the sultans' approval for the Union also drew criticism.

This strong opposition to the Malayan Union became a pivotal moment, acting as a
powerful catalyst for the formation of organized Malay political movements. The most
significant of these was the United Malays National Organization (UMNO), founded in
1946 under the leadership of Dato' Onn Jaafar. UMNO quickly became the leading
voice of Malay nationalism, successfully mobilizing protests and civil disobedience
against the Malayan Union.

The intensity of the opposition forced the British to back down from the Malayan Union
proposal. In its place, negotiations between the British, the Malay rulers, and UMNO
led to the establishment of the Federation of Malaya in 1948. This new arrangement
restored the sovereignty of the Malay rulers and included provisions that safeguarded
the special position of the Malays. This period also saw the beginning of the Malayan
Emergency (1948-1960), a conflict against the Communist Party of Malaya, which was
largely a Chinese-led insurgency.

While UMNO initially focused on Malay interests, the path to independence required
broader cooperation in a multi-ethnic society. Under the leadership of Tunku Abdul
Rahman, who became UMNO president in 1951, the party began to work towards
forming a multi-communal alliance. This led to the formation of the Alliance Party,
which included the Malayan Chinese Association (MCA) and the Malayan Indian
Congress (MIC), representing the Chinese and Indian communities, respectively.

The Alliance Party contested the first federal election in 1955 and achieved a landslide
victory, demonstrating that inter-ethnic cooperation was a viable path towards self-
governance. This electoral success paved the way for negotiations with the British for
independence. A delegation, including representatives from the Alliance government
and the Malay rulers, traveled to London to work out the terms for Merdeka
(independence).

On August 31, 1957, the Federation of Malaya gained independence with Tunku Abdul
Rahman as its first Prime Minister. The independence was achieved through diplomatic
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means, a testament to the negotiating efforts of the Alliance leaders. Singapore, which
had been part of the Straits Settlements, remained a separate British colony at this
time.

The formation of Malaysia in 1963 saw the Federation of Malaya uniting with
Singapore, Sabah (then North Borneo), and Sarawak. Brunei was also invited to join
but declined. This larger federation was partly a British initiative to divest themselves
of their remaining Southeast Asian colonies and was seen by Malayan leaders like
Tunku Abdul Rahman as a way to balance the large Chinese population of Singapore
with the non-Malay indigenous populations of Borneo. However, Singapore's inclusion
was short-lived, and it separated from Malaysia in 1965.

The political system that emerged in independent Malaya, and later Malaysia, was
heavily influenced by the British Westminster parliamentary model. However, it was
adapted to the local context, particularly the multi-ethnic nature of the society. The
dominance of the Alliance Party, and later its expanded iteration, the Barisan Nasional
(BN), became a defining feature of Malaysian politics for over six decades. This
coalition, anchored by UMNO, maintained a strong grip on power, overseeing
significant economic development but also facing criticism regarding civil liberties and
democratic space.

The long period of BN rule, from 1957 to 2018, created a sense of political stability,
but it also led to the concentration of power and the entrenchment of certain political
norms and structures. The political landscape, while seemingly stable on the surface,
had underlying tensions related to ethnicity, religion, and governance.

The 14th general election in 2018 marked a watershed moment in Malaysian political
history. For the first time since independence, the ruling BN coalition was defeated by
an opposition coalition, Pakatan Harapan (PH). This was a remarkable shift,
demonstrating the potential for democratic change through the ballot box, despite the
challenges faced by the opposition. The election was influenced by various factors,
including public discontent over corruption, particularly the 1MDB scandal, and the
rising cost of living.

However, the period following the 2018 election has been characterized by significant
political instability and change. The PH government, a coalition of formerly disparate
parties, faced internal challenges and shifting alliances, leading to its collapse in 2020.
This ushered in a period of rapid changes in government, with several different Prime
Ministers taking office in quick succession. This instability has been attributed to a
complex interplay of factors, including political maneuvering, power struggles, and
persistent ethnic and religious considerations within the political sphere.

The 2022 general election further highlighted the fragmented nature of Malaysian
politics, resulting in a hung parliament where no single coalition secured a clear
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majority. This unprecedented outcome necessitated negotiations and ultimately led to
the formation of a unity government led by Anwar Ibrahim of the Pakatan Harapan
coalition, bringing together former rivals in an effort to restore stability. This recent
history underscores the dynamic and often unpredictable nature of Malaysian politics,
a legacy of its diverse origins and ongoing evolution.
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