
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

The Politics of Ireland
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The Historical Context of Irish Politics
Chapter 2 The Constitution of Ireland: Bunreacht na hÉireann
Chapter 3 The Structure of the Irish State
Chapter 4 The Oireachtas: Ireland’s National Parliament
Chapter 5 Dáil Éireann: The Lower House
Chapter 6 Seanad Éireann: The Upper House
Chapter 7 The Role of the President
Chapter 8 The Executive: The Government and the Cabinet
Chapter 9 The Taoiseach and Tánaiste: Leadership in Government
Chapter 10 The Judiciary: Courts and the Rule of Law
Chapter 11 The Electoral System: Proportional Representation and STV
Chapter 12 Political Parties: From Civil War Politics to the Present
Chapter 13 Coalition Governments and the Dynamics of Power
Chapter 14 Sinn Féin and Emerging Political Forces
Chapter 15 The Role of Independent Politicians and Minor Parties
Chapter 16 Local Government: Counties, Cities, and Councils
Chapter 17 Functions and Powers of Local Authorities
Chapter 18 The Civil Service and Public Administration
Chapter 19 Political Culture, Identity, and Citizenship
Chapter 20 Women and Minorities in Irish Politics
Chapter 21 Ireland’s Relationship with the European Union
Chapter 22 Northern Ireland and Irish Politics
Chapter 23 Political Reform and Modern Challenges
Chapter 24 Media, Lobbying, and Public Opinion
Chapter 25 The Future of Irish Politics

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Ireland's political landscape is both distinctive and complex, shaped by a tumultuous
history, a unique constitution, and its status as a modern European state. As a
parliamentary, representative democratic republic, Ireland operates within a
constitutional framework that underscores the values of democracy, the separation of
powers, and protection of citizens’ rights. The aim of this book, ‘The Politics of Ireland:
A Guide to Politics and the Political System in Ireland’, is to provide a comprehensive,
accessible roadmap to understanding how the Irish state functions, how it has
evolved, and the forces that continue to shape its political life.

The origins of the modern Irish political system are deeply rooted in its historical
struggle for independence, the legacy of colonization, and the efforts to establish a
stable national identity. From the birth of the Irish Free State, through the Civil War, to
the declaration of the republic, each phase in Irish history has left a profound impact
on its political culture and institutions. The Constitution of 1937, Bunreacht na
hÉireann, remains the bedrock document underpinning the structure and
accountability of the Irish State.

Ireland’s system of government is characterized by a careful division of responsibilities
between the Legislature (the Oireachtas), the Executive (the Government or Cabinet),
and the Judiciary. The Oireachtas itself is notable for its bicameral structure,
comprising the Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann, along with the directly elected
President whose role, while largely ceremonial, includes important constitutional
functions. Elections in Ireland utilize proportional representation by the single
transferable vote, reflecting a strong commitment to fair representation and local
accountability.

Political life in Ireland is animated by vigorous party competition, shifting alliances,
and evolving voter preferences. For much of the state's history, the two dominant
parties, Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael, have traced their rivalry to the Civil War era, but
this landscape is changing. The rise of Sinn Féin and other parties has signaled a
significant reconfiguration of traditional political cleavages, with coalition governments
and independents now playing an increasingly decisive role. Local government, too, is
a vital component, connecting national institutions to citizens’ everyday concerns and
needs.

Ireland’s contemporary politics cannot be separated from its position within the
European Union, its unique relationship with Northern Ireland, and the broader global
context. The challenges of Brexit, evolving social values, and debates around political
reform all speak to a system in continual evolution. Understanding the politics of
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Ireland, therefore, requires not only a grasp of its institutions and electoral mechanics,
but also an appreciation of its historical journey and the currents of change that lie
ahead.

This book will serve as a guide through Ireland’s political origins, structures,
operations, and contemporary debates. Whether you are a student, a visitor, a citizen,
or a curious observer, our journey through the twenty-five chapters aims to shed light
on how Irish democracy works, how it is experienced in daily life, and what the future
may hold for this vibrant republic.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Historical Context of Irish Politics
To understand the political system of Ireland today, we must first take a journey back
through the mists of time, tracing the historical threads that have woven together to
form the nation we see. It's a story punctuated by periods of intense struggle, foreign
domination, and ultimately, the hard-won fight for self-determination. This history isn't
just a dry account of dates and events; it's the bedrock upon which the very structures
and sensibilities of Irish politics are built.

For centuries, Ireland's political fate was inextricably linked with that of its larger,
more powerful neighbor, Britain. From the Norman invasion in the 12th century
onwards, English, and later British, influence grew, often imposed through force and
leading to a complex and often fraught relationship. This long period of external
control deeply impacted Irish society, its economy, and its political aspirations.

The desire for self-governance simmered for generations, manifesting in various forms
of resistance and political movements. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the
call for "Home Rule," a degree of autonomy within the United Kingdom, gained
significant traction. However, this was a deeply divisive issue, particularly in the
northern province of Ulster, where a substantial Protestant, Unionist population was
fiercely loyal to the Crown and opposed to being governed from Dublin.

The early 20th century saw a dramatic escalation in the struggle for independence.
The 1916 Easter Rising, though militarily unsuccessful, was a pivotal moment,
galvanizing nationalist sentiment and revealing the depth of feeling for a fully
independent Irish Republic. The harsh British response to the Rising further fueled anti-
British sentiment across the island.

Following the 1918 general election, in which the Sinn Féin party won a landslide
victory on a platform of abstentionism from the British Parliament, Irish republican
representatives gathered in Dublin in January 1919 to form the First Dáil Éireann and
declared an Irish Republic. This act of defiance marked the beginning of the Irish War
of Independence, a guerrilla conflict fought between the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
and British forces. The conflict was often brutal, characterized by ambushes, raids,
and reprisals.

The War of Independence eventually led to a truce in July 1921 and subsequent
negotiations between Irish and British representatives in London. The outcome of
these talks was the Anglo-Irish Treaty, signed on December 6, 1921. The Treaty was a
landmark agreement, ending the War of Independence and paving the way for a new
political entity.
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However, the Treaty proved to be highly controversial within the Irish nationalist
movement itself. While it granted a significant degree of self-governance, establishing
the Irish Free State as a Dominion within the British Empire, it did not deliver the full,
32-county republic that many had fought for. Crucially, it required members of the
new Irish parliament to swear an oath of allegiance to the British Crown and allowed
Northern Ireland to opt out of the Free State, which it promptly did.

The ratification of the Anglo-Irish Treaty by a narrow margin in the Dáil in January
1922 exposed a deep and bitter split within the nationalist ranks. Those who
supported the Treaty, led by figures like Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith, argued
that it was a necessary compromise and a stepping stone towards greater
independence. Opponents, including Éamon de Valera, felt the Treaty betrayed the
ideals of the Republic and the sacrifices made during the War of Independence.

This fundamental disagreement plunged the nascent Irish state into a devastating Civil
War, which erupted in June 1922. The conflict pitted former comrades against each
other in a brutal and tragic struggle. The pro-Treaty forces, who became the basis for
the National Army of the Irish Free State, ultimately prevailed in May 1923. However,
the Civil War left deep scars on Irish society and politics, with divisions persisting for
decades. Many prominent figures on both sides were killed, including Michael Collins.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, the Irish Free State government, led initially by W.T.
Cosgrave, set about building the institutions of the new state based on the Anglo-Irish
Treaty. The political landscape was dominated by the parties that emerged from the
two sides of the Civil War: Cumann na nGaedheal (later Fine Gael), formed by the pro-
Treaty faction, and Fianna Fáil, founded by Éamon de Valera and the anti-Treaty side.

Over the following years, under Fianna Fáil governments led by de Valera, steps were
taken to dismantle elements of the Anglo-Irish Treaty that were seen as limitations on
Irish sovereignty. This included abolishing the Oath of Allegiance and removing the
role of the British monarch. These actions gradually moved the Irish Free State closer
to a fully republican status.

A significant moment in this evolution was the adoption of a new constitution,
Bunreacht na hÉireann, in 1937. This constitution replaced the Free State constitution
and established a new framework for the Irish state. It declared the state's name to be
"Ireland" and created the office of a directly elected President as head of state,
replacing the British monarch. While the 1937 constitution effectively created a
republic in all but name, it also contained Articles 2 and 3, which claimed the whole
island of Ireland as the national territory, a point of contention with Unionists in
Northern Ireland.

Despite the 1937 constitution, Ireland's status remained somewhat ambiguous
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internationally. The final step in formally declaring Ireland a republic came in 1949
with the enactment of the Republic of Ireland Act. This Act declared that the
description of the state was the Republic of Ireland and formally severed the last
remaining constitutional links with the British monarchy and the Commonwealth. The
date of the declaration, April 18, 1949, held symbolic significance, falling on Easter
Monday, the anniversary of the 1916 Rising.

This historical journey, from centuries of British rule to the establishment of a
sovereign republic, has profoundly shaped the political culture and institutions of
modern Ireland. The legacy of the struggle for independence, the trauma of the Civil
War, and the evolution towards a fully independent state continue to influence political
discourse and the relationships between political parties. The issue of partition, a
direct consequence of the Anglo-Irish Treaty, has also remained a central theme in
Irish politics, albeit one that has evolved significantly over time, particularly following
the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. Understanding this historical context is essential
to grasping the dynamics of Irish politics today.
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