SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

The Politics of Botswana

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Botswana: Geography, People, and Historical Context
Chapter 2 Independence and the Birth of Botswana’s Political System
Chapter 3 The Constitution of Botswana: Principles and Foundations
Chapter 4 The Separation of Powers: Executive, Legislature, and Judiciary
Chapter 5 The Executive: Roles, Powers, and Limitations

Chapter 6 The Presidency: Elections, Terms, and Authority

Chapter 7 The Cabinet and the Vice Presidency

Chapter 8 The Legislature: Structure, Elections, and Lawmaking
Chapter 9 The National Assembly in Focus

Chapter 10 The Ntlo ya Dikgosi: The House of Chiefs and Customary
Governance

Chapter 11 The Judiciary: Courts and Justice in Botswana

Chapter 12 Customary Law and the Dual Legal System

Chapter 13 Botswana’s Electoral System: Processes and Reform
Chapter 14 Political Parties: Formation, Evolution, and Impact

Chapter 15 The Era of the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)

Chapter 16 Opposition Politics: The Botswana National Front (BNF) and
Beyond

Chapter 17 The Rise of the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC)
Chapter 18 Multi-party Democracy and the 2024 General Election
Chapter 19 Local Government: Institutions, Laws, and Functions
Chapter 20 Traditional Leadership: Chiefs, Villages, and Social Order
Chapter 21 Governance Challenges: Corruption, Transparency, and Civil
Service

Chapter 22 Socio-Economic Issues: Poverty, Unemployment, and Inequality
Chapter 23 The Role of Diamonds and the Economy in Politics

Chapter 24 Botswana’s Foreign Policy and Regional Relations

Chapter 25 The Future of Democracy and Governance in Botswana

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Botswana, a nation situated in Southern Africa's heartland, is often hailed as a beacon
of stability and democratic governance on a continent too frequently marked by
turmoil and authoritarianism. Since achieving independence from British colonial rule
in 1966, Botswana has maintained a political environment distinguished by consistent
respect for constitutional processes, peaceful elections, and a commendable record of
good governance. This stability is remarkable, especially when viewed against the
backdrop of the region’s often turbulent political history.

At the core of Botswana'’s political system lies a unique blend of modern democratic
institutions and resilient traditional structures. The country adopted a Constitution that
enshrined republican and parliamentary principles modeled after the British
Westminster system, yet it also retained and formalized the influential role of the
indigenous Setswana chiefdoms through institutions like the Ntlo ya Dikgosi (House of
Chiefs). This synthesis of Western and indigenous governance has fostered a sense of
continuity and legitimacy that underpins Botswana’s political culture.

For nearly six decades following independence, political life in Botswana was
dominated by the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP). Under the leadership of
statesmen such as Seretse Khama, the BDP engineered both economic
growth—miraculously transforming a poor, agrarian society into a middle-income
nation—and an enduring framework of multiparty democracy. Yet, Botswana’s
democracy was not without its critics; opposition parties confronted challenges, from
institutional hurdles such as the first-past-the-post voting system, to periodic
allegations of political patronage and marginalization.

Significantly, the 2024 general election marked a watershed moment in Botswana’s
history and a profound turning point in its political evolution. The peaceful handover of
power to the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC), an opposition coalition, signified
the first time power changed hands since independence—an affirmation of the
maturity and resilience of Botswana’s democratic institutions. This landmark event
reflected the citizens’ desire for more inclusive politics, responsive governance, and
solutions to pressing socio-economic issues such as economic stagnation,
unemployment, and inequality.

The strength of Botswana’s political system is inseparable from the challenges that
confront it. The country has largely avoided the excesses of official corruption and
political repression that have bedeviled many of its neighbors, maintaining a relatively
clean and service-oriented public bureaucracy. Nevertheless, critical questions remain
concerning the sustainability of its economic model, the inclusivity of its political
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processes, and its capacity to evolve in response to shifting domestic and international
conditions.

This book, "The Politics of Botswana: A Guide to Politics and the Political System in
Botswana," provides a comprehensive exploration of the country’s political
architecture, history, and contemporary dynamics. Through a detailed examination of
Botswana’s constitutional frameworks, government branches, electoral system, party
politics, and local governance, the chapters that follow aim to offer readers—students,
scholars, observers, and citizens alike—a clear window into Botswana’s unique political
landscape and the forces shaping its future.
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CHAPTER ONE: Botswana: Geography, People, and
Historical Context

Botswana, a landlocked nation nestled in the heart of Southern Africa, presents a
fascinating case study in the interplay between geography, demographics, and
political development. Bordered by South Africa to the south and southeast, Namibia
to the west and north, Zambia to the north, and Zimbabwe to the northeast, the
country occupies a significant portion of the Kalahari Basin. This vast, largely flat
expanse, with an average altitude of around 1,000 meters above sea level, is
dominated by the Kalahari Desert, which covers approximately 70 percent of the land
surface.

The landscape, while often perceived as uniformly arid, is more varied than a simple
"desert" label suggests. While the deep sands of the Kalahari define much of the
southwest and central regions, the eastern part of the country features rocky hill
ranges and areas with shallower sand cover, known as the hardveld. This is also where
much of the population is concentrated, a sensible choice given that the eastern parts
generally receive more favorable rainfall and have more fertile soils, making arable
farming a possibility. The northern reaches of Botswana offer a dramatic contrast with
the arid south, being home to the Okavango Delta, a colossal inland delta system that
is a haven for wildlife and a testament to the power of a river that simply disappears
into the sands.

The Okavango River, flowing in from Angola, fans out into a sprawling network of
channels, lagoons, and islands. This unique ecosystem, one of the largest inland deltas
in the world, supports an incredible diversity of life, attracting both animals and, in
turn, a significant portion of the country's tourism, which is a key component of the
economy alongside mining. The geological story of Botswana is one of ancient origins,
with rocks in the east and southeast dating back billions of years. The flat topography
is a result of extensive sand cover, particularly the Kalahari sands, which have
accumulated over millions of years. Fault lines in the north, part of the same system
forming the Great Rift Valley, have played a role in shaping the landscape and the
course of rivers like the Okavango, preventing them from draining into the ancient
super-lake that once covered the Makgadikgadi Pan area. Today, the Makgadikgadi
Pans are a vast, shimmering salt pan in the north, a relic of that ancient lake, offering
a different kind of stark beauty.

Botswana's climate is broadly classified as semi-arid, which is a polite way of saying it

doesn't get a whole lot of rain. Rainfall is erratic, highly seasonal, and varies
significantly across the country, with the northeast receiving considerably more than
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the bone-dry southwest. The rainy season typically falls between October and April,
with January and February usually being the wettest months, if one can call them wet.
Summer temperatures can be scorching, particularly before the rains arrive, often
soaring above 38°C. Winters, conversely, are dry and can be surprisingly cold, with
nighttime temperatures occasionally dropping below freezing, especially in the
Kalahari. The local currency is aptly named the Pula, which also happens to be the
Setswana word for rain - a clear indication of the vital role water plays in this arid
land. The scarcity of surface water means that groundwater, accessed through
boreholes, is crucial for both human and livestock consumption.

With a population of just over 2.4 million people spread across a land area comparable
to France, Botswana is one of the most sparsely populated countries on Earth. The
population is not evenly distributed, with a higher concentration in the more
hospitable eastern regions where agriculture is more viable. The vast central and
western areas, dominated by the Kalahari, support a much lower population density.
The majority of the population, approximately 79%, identify as Tswana, a diverse
group of Bantu-speaking peoples who migrated into Southern Africa in waves over
many centuries. While the Tswana are the dominant ethnic group, Botswana is home
to a variety of other communities, including the Kalanga, San (Basarwa), Bayei,
Bambukushu, Basubia, Baherero, and Bakgalagadi. This ethnic diversity, while
present, has not historically been as significant a source of political division as in some
other African nations.

The history of human habitation in Botswana stretches back hundreds of thousands of
years, with evidence of early hominids and later, modern humans, found in the region.
The earliest known inhabitants are thought to be the ancestors of the San and Khoi
peoples, who were primarily hunter-gatherers. The arrival of Bantu-speaking peoples,
including the ancestors of the Tswana and Kalanga, occurred in waves starting around
200 AD. These groups brought with them iron tools and agricultural practices,
establishing more permanent settlements along waterways. Over the centuries,
Tswana chiefdoms emerged and evolved, engaging in trade and sometimes conflict
with neighboring groups. By the 18th century, the Tswana society was divided into
several principal chieftaincies that would later form the basis of modern Botswana's
administrative structure.

The late 19th century saw the arrival of European powers, vying for influence in
Southern Africa. Facing pressure from both the Boers expanding from the south and
German settlers from the west, three prominent Tswana chiefs, Khama lll, Sebele I,
and Bathoen |, made representations to the British government seeking protection.
This led to the declaration of the Bechuanaland Protectorate by the British in 1885.
The British administration was initially relatively light, allowing the Tswana chiefs a
degree of internal autonomy. However, this period also saw the territory become part
of the strategic calculations of the British Empire, particularly concerning the route to
territories further north.
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The Bechuanaland Protectorate remained under British control for 80 years. Unlike
some other British colonies, it received relatively little investment in infrastructure or
development during this time, remaining largely undeveloped until the discovery of
diamonds in the 1970s. Many Batswana men worked as migrant laborers in South
Africa, and this interaction, along with the presence of South Africans seeking refuge
from apartheid, influenced the growing sense of Tswana nationalism and the push for
independence. In the lead-up to independence, the British accepted proposals for
democratic self-government. A new capital was established at Gaborone, replacing the
colonial administrative center which was located outside the territory in Mafikeng
(then Mafeking) in South Africa. Bechuanaland gained self-government in 1965 and
became the independent Republic of Botswana on September 30, 1966. This transition
was remarkably peaceful, setting a precedent for the stable political trajectory that
was to follow. Seretse Khama, one of the leaders in the independence movement and
a descendant of one of the chiefs who had sought British protection, became the
country's first president, a testament to the blending of traditional authority and
modern democratic leadership that would characterize Botswana's political system.
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