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Introduction
Albania’s political landscape is the result of a long and tumultuous history, marked by
foreign domination, struggles for independence, periods of authoritarianism, and
dramatic transformations. Nestled in Southeastern Europe along the Adriatic and
Ionian coasts, Albania has gradually emerged from centuries of Ottoman rule,
experienced the tumult of 20th-century monarchies, endured decades of rigid
communist isolation, and ultimately embraced a parliamentary democracy. Every
phase of this evolution has left a significant imprint on Albania’s institutions, political
culture, and society.

At the heart of modern Albania is the Constitution of 1998, the foundation for its
current political system. This document enshrined a commitment to democracy, the
rule of law, political pluralism, and the protection of fundamental human rights. It laid
out a framework that separates powers among executive, legislative, and judicial
branches, striving for balance, accountability, and transparency within government.
Yet, building sustainable democratic institutions has been an ongoing and often
challenging process, shaped by both the promise of reform and the reality of
entrenched obstacles.

Political life in Albania is characterized by intense competition between parties, most
notably the Socialist Party and the Democratic Party, both products of the country’s
post-communist transformation. While these parties have been the main actors in
shaping government and parliamentary outcomes, Albania’s multi-party environment
has encouraged the rise of other voices as well. However, a persistent sense of
polarization, mistrust, and personalism has often hampered consensus-building and
effective governance.

Albania faces a host of political challenges that have tested the resilience of its
institutions and public trust. Corruption, weak rule of law, and the threat of state
capture by private interests are issues that permeate many areas of governance.
Additionally, the specter of organized crime and the frequent use of divisive rhetoric in
public discourse have sometimes weakened both the perceived and actual legitimacy
of political actors. The country’s journey toward greater decentralization and the
strengthening of local government continues, but is impeded by inequalities in
resources and services among regions.

A powerful force shaping Albanian politics is the aspiration for membership in the
European Union. This goal has served as a catalyst for reforms and modernization,
offering both a vision and a set of standards for Albania’s leaders to pursue. Yet, the
path to EU accession remains challenging, hindered by the very issues that complicate

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Albania’s internal politics: pervasive corruption, institutional weaknesses, and
factionalism.

This book seeks to provide a comprehensive and accessible guide to the politics of
Albania. By examining the historical roots, constitutional framework, structure of
government, party system, electoral mechanisms, and the country’s ongoing political
and governmental challenges, it aims to offer readers a clear understanding of both
the successes and the setbacks in Albania’s democratic journey. Whether you are a
student, researcher, policymaker, or simply a curious reader, this guide will help you
navigate the complexities of Albanian politics and appreciate the dynamics that
continue to shape this evolving nation.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Shaping of the Albanian
State
The political landscape of Albania is a rich tapestry woven from threads of ancient
Illyrian heritage, Roman and Byzantine influences, and, perhaps most significantly, the
long and transformative period under the Ottoman Empire. For nearly five centuries,
from the late 14th century to the early 20th century, Albania was part of this vast and
powerful empire. This era left an indelible mark on the country's social, cultural, and,
of course, political development. While the Ottomans introduced new administrative
structures and facilitated the spread of Islam, they also inadvertently fostered a sense
of Albanian identity as resistance to foreign rule simmered for generations.

The Ottoman legacy is complex. On the one hand, it brought Albania into a large
imperial system with its own legal and administrative norms. Many Albanians rose to
prominent positions within the Ottoman hierarchy, serving as soldiers, administrators,
and even Grand Viziers. This integration offered opportunities for some, but it also
meant that Albania was largely cut off from the intellectual and political currents
sweeping through Western Europe, particularly during the Renaissance. This isolation,
combined with the often oppressive nature of Ottoman rule, contributed to Albania
being less developed economically and politically compared to some of its European
neighbors by the time the empire began to wane.

The rise of nationalism in the 19th century, a phenomenon that reshaped the political
map of Europe, also took hold in Albania. This period, often referred to as the Albanian
National Awakening, saw a concerted effort by intellectuals and patriots to preserve
and promote Albanian language, culture, and identity. Despite facing significant
internal divisions, including religious differences exacerbated by centuries of Ottoman
rule, the desire for self-determination grew. The Young Turk Revolution in the Ottoman
Empire initially offered a glimmer of hope for greater autonomy, but when these
promises proved hollow, Albanian leaders realized that full independence was the only
path to survival.

The catalyst for declaring independence was the First Balkan War in 1912, which saw
the rapid collapse of Ottoman power in the region and the advance of neighboring
Balkan states into Albanian-inhabited territories. Facing the grim prospect of partition,
Albanian national delegates, led by Ismail Qemali, convened in Vlorë and, on
November 28, 1912, declared Albania an independent state. This was a momentous
occasion, marking the birth of the first modern Albanian state. However, this newly
declared independence was precarious. The Great Powers, rather than fully supporting
Albanian aspirations, were more concerned with their own strategic interests in the
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Balkans.

The international recognition of Albanian independence was a protracted process,
ultimately granted in July 1913 after the London Conference of Ambassadors.
However, the borders drawn by the Great Powers were controversial, leaving a
significant number of ethnic Albanians outside the new state's boundaries. This
decision sowed the seeds of future instability and irredentist movements. The early
years of the Albanian state were marked by chaos and a struggle to establish a stable
political structure. The country was briefly a principality under a German prince,
Wilhelm of Wied, but his rule was short-lived, disrupted by internal uprisings and the
outbreak of World War I.

World War I plunged Albania into further turmoil, with various foreign armies
occupying different parts of the country. The end of the war saw renewed discussions
among the victorious powers about the possibility of partitioning Albania. However,
against the odds, Albania survived as an independent nation and was admitted to the
League of Nations in 1920, providing its first significant international recognition of its
sovereignty.

The interwar period was characterized by a series of weak and unstable governments.
Attempts to establish a Western-style democracy proved challenging, hampered by
internal divisions and a lack of strong institutions. In 1924, a liberal-led government
under Fan Noli briefly came to power, attempting democratic reforms, but it was
quickly overthrown. This paved the way for the rise of Ahmet Zogu, who would
dominate Albanian politics for the next two decades. Zogu, initially prime minister,
consolidated his power and in 1928 declared himself King Zog I, transforming Albania
into an authoritarian monarchy.

Zog's reign brought a degree of stability to the country, and he initiated some
modernization efforts. However, his regime was also characterized by limited political
freedoms and a focus on maintaining his own authority. He also drew increasingly
close to Fascist Italy, which provided financial and military support but also exerted
growing influence over Albanian affairs. This dependency would ultimately prove
detrimental to Albania's independence.

In April 1939, Fascist Italy, under Benito Mussolini, invaded Albania and annexed it.
King Zog fled the country, and Albania became an Italian protectorate or puppet state.
This marked the end of the Zog monarchy and the beginning of a period of foreign
occupation. The Italian occupation was met with resistance, which grew stronger over
time. Following Italy's surrender in 1943, Nazi Germany occupied Albania.

During World War II, various resistance groups emerged, including communist and
nationalist factions. The struggle against the occupiers was often intertwined with
internal conflicts between these groups. The communist-led National Liberation
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Movement, with the support of Yugoslav partisans, emerged as the dominant force in
the resistance. By the end of 1944, the partisans had liberated Albania from German
occupation. This victory, however, did not usher in an era of liberal democracy, but
rather set the stage for a new, even more isolationist, authoritarian regime.

The communist takeover after World War II profoundly reshaped Albanian politics and
society. Led by Enver Hoxha, the Communist Party of Albania quickly consolidated its
power, eliminating political opponents and establishing a one-party state. Hoxha's
regime would become one of the most repressive and isolated in the world, cutting
Albania off from both the West and, eventually, most of the communist bloc. This
period, which lasted for nearly 45 years, would leave a deep and complex legacy that
continues to influence Albanian politics today.
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