SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Wildlife and Fauna of Syria

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Geography and Climate of Syria

Chapter 2 Historical Overview of Syrian Fauna

Chapter 3 The Role of Syria in Regional Biodiversity
Chapter 4 Major Ecosystems and Habitats

Chapter 5 Mediterranean Forests and Coastal Zones
Chapter 6 Mountain Ranges: Wildlife of the Highlands
Chapter 7 The Steppe: Badia and Semi-Arid Regions
Chapter 8 The Euphrates River and Wetland Ecosystems
Chapter 9 The Syrian Desert: Life Amidst the Sands
Chapter 10 Mammals of Syria: Carnivores and Herbivores
Chapter 11 Small Mammals: Rodents, Hares, and Bats
Chapter 12 Endemic Mammal Species of Syria

Chapter 13 Birds of Syria: Diversity and Migration
Chapter 14 Endangered and Notable Bird Species
Chapter 15 Reptiles and Amphibians: Adapted Survivors
Chapter 16 Marine Life: The Syrian Coast and Offshore Fauna
Chapter 17 Freshwater Fish and Aquatic Life

Chapter 18 Insects and Other Invertebrates

Chapter 19 Flora: Plant Life and Vegetation Types
Chapter 20 Conservation Areas, Parks, and Reserves
Chapter 21 Endangered Species and Extinct Fauna
Chapter 22 Human Impact: Threats to Wildlife

Chapter 23 The Challenge of Conservation in Conflict
Chapter 24 Cultural Perspectives and Human-Wildlife Relations
Chapter 25 Steps Toward a Sustainable Future

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Syria stands at the crossroads of continents, civilizations, and climates, making it a
land of remarkable ecological variety and biological richness. Despite its modest size,
the country’s landscapes are a mosaic of coastal plains, rugged mountains, expansive
steppes, arid deserts, productive rivers, and wetlands. This diversity of habitats fosters
an extraordinary range of wildlife and plant life, much of which is unique to the region.
For centuries, Syria has been a vital waypoint for migratory birds, a cradle for rare
mammals, reptiles, and amphibians, and an important node in the natural networks of
the Middle East.

The importance of Syria’s wildlife extends beyond its borders. Serving as a bridge
between Europe, Africa, and Asia, Syria hosts species at the limit of their ranges, and
its ecosystems support the migration, breeding, and survival of countless organisms.
The country’s terrestrial and aquatic environments offer sanctuary to an exceptional
array of animals, from the charismatic mountain gazelles and the elusive striped
hyenas to the loggerhead sea turtles nesting on its Mediterranean shore. The rivers
and steppe, meanwhile, cradle endemic fish, amphibians, and drought-adapted
mammals rarely seen elsewhere.

Yet this biological heritage is imperiled. The relentless march of human activity,
habitat loss, overexploitation of resources, and—most dramatically—years of conflict
have exacted a heavy toll on Syria’s wildlife. Once-abundant forests have shrunk to
remnants, and many of the nation’s iconic species teeter on the verge of extinction or
have already vanished from its landscapes. The disruption of traditional land use,
pollution, the expansion of agriculture and urban areas, and the pressures of climate
change further compound the conservation challenges. Meanwhile, the illegal trade
and poaching of wildlife, often exacerbated by economic hardship and social upheaval,
threaten the survival of both familiar and fragile species.

Despite these daunting obstacles, Syria’s story is also one of resilience, adaptation,
and hope. Protected areas such as nature reserves and biosphere parks have been
established, and dedicated local and international organizations work tirelessly to
document and safeguard biodiversity. Reforestation and habitat restoration projects,
community education programs, and new conservation laws offer glimpses of
possibility—even as they are often slowed by prevailing social and environmental
instability.

This book, Wildlife and Fauna of Syria: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of Syria,

seeks to illuminate the natural treasures of Syria in all their complexity. Through a
journey across its landscapes, an exploration of its habitats, and detailed accounts of
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its animal and plant species, we aim to celebrate what remains, commemorate what
has been lost, and consider the urgent path forward. By deepening our understanding
of Syria’s ecology, the challenges it faces, and the efforts made to protect it, readers
will gain a renewed appreciation for one of the Middle East’s most biologically
fascinating and vulnerable countries.

In an era when environmental crises are increasingly global in scope and significance,
the story of Syria’s wildlife is both a warning and an inspiration. It underscores the
interconnectedness of nature and society and the need for collective action to protect
not only Syria’s natural heritage, but that of the planet as a whole.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Lay of the Land and the Sky
Above

Syria, a country roughly the size of the state of Washington, sits at a geographical and
historical crossroads, a place where tectonic plates meet and ancient civilizations
converged. Its relatively compact form of approximately 185,180 square kilometers
(71,498 sg mi) contains a surprising array of landscapes, from a narrow Mediterranean
coastline to towering mountains, vast semi-arid steppes, and truly arid deserts. This
topographical diversity is a primary driver of the country's varied climate and,
consequently, the richness of its wildlife. Bordered by Turkey to the north, Iraq to the
east, Jordan to the south, and Lebanon and Israel to the west and southwest, Syria
occupies a significant position in the heart of the Middle East.

The western edge of Syria is defined by its short, approximately 180-kilometer (110
miles) coastline along the Mediterranean Sea. Here, a narrow coastal plain is backed
by the imposing Syrian Coastal Mountain Range, also known as the Jabal an-
Nusayriyah. This range, running parallel to the sea, acts as a natural barrier,
influencing both rainfall patterns and temperatures in the regions to its east. The
mountains themselves vary in elevation, averaging just over 1,200 meters (3,900 ft)
with the highest peak, Nabi Yunis, reaching 1,562 meters (5,125 ft). To the south, the
Anti-Lebanon Mountains, which mark a significant portion of the border with Lebanon,
include Mount Hermon, Syria's highest point at 2,814 meters (9,232 feet).

East of the coastal mountains lies a dramatic shift in landscape and climate. This vast
interior region is dominated by a large area of semi-arid steppe, known locally as the
Badia, which covers about 55% of the country's territory. This expansive area of rocky
and gravelly desert pavement, interspersed with wadis or dry riverbeds, transitions
into the more arid Syrian Desert in the east and southeast. The Syrian Desert, part of
the larger North Arabian Desert, is not a landscape of endless sand dunes, but rather a
mix of rock and gravel steppe, with some mountainous regions like Al-Hamad in the
south-central area. This arid wasteland extends into neighboring countries, including
parts of Jordan, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia.

Cutting through the eastern part of the country is the mighty Euphrates River, the
longest and most important river in Syria. Originating in Turkey, the Euphrates flows
diagonally across Syria, providing a vital lifeline in the arid landscape. In 1973, the
construction of the Tabga Dam on the Euphrates created Lake Assad, the largest lake
in Syria. This reservoir is a significant source of water for irrigation and provides
drinking water to the city of Aleppo. The Euphrates also has two main tributaries in
Syria, the Balikh and the Khabur, both of which rise in the border region with Turkey.
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In the far south of Syria, the landscape rises again with the Jabal al-Druze Mountain
Range, an elevated volcanic region. This area, primarily located in the As-Suwayda
Governorate, is characterized by volcanic cones and unique geological features. The
region is part of a larger volcanic field that extends south into Saudi Arabia.

Syria's diverse topography directly influences its varied climate. The prevailing
westerly winds carry moisture from the Mediterranean, resulting in a Mediterranean
climate along the coast and on the western slopes of the coastal mountains. This
region experiences mild, wet winters and hot, dry summers. Annual rainfall in the
coastal areas can range from 750 to 1,200 millimeters (30 to 47 inches). Average
temperatures on the coastal plain range from around 12°C (53.5°F) in January to
27.5°C (81.5°F) in August.

Moving inland, the climate rapidly becomes more arid. The rain shadow effect of the
coastal mountains means that the Al Ghab depression to their east receives
significantly less rainfall. The steppe and desert regions experience a temperate arid
or semi-arid climate with much lower precipitation, often less than 250 millimeters (10
inches) per year in the steppe and even lower in the desert. These inland areas have
colder winters and very hot, dry summers. While coastal areas rarely see frost, the
peaks of the Jabal an Nusayriyah can be snow-covered. Temperature variations
between day and night can be significant in the drier inland regions. Strong southerly
winds can also affect Syria, particularly in spring and autumn, causing sandstorms and
dramatically increasing temperatures.

This interplay of mountains, plains, rivers, and deserts creates a mosaic of habitats,
each with its own unique set of environmental conditions. The wet coastal areas
support different plant and animal communities than the arid Badia or the even drier
Syrian Desert. The Euphrates River and its associated wetlands provide a vital corridor
for life through the drier parts of the country. This geographical and climatic diversity
is the foundation upon which Syria's rich, yet vulnerable, wildlife and fauna exist.
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