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Introduction
Togo, though one of the smaller nations in West Africa, stands as a testament to
nature’s tenacity and exuberance. Despite its modest size, Togo boasts a remarkable
variety of habitats—spanning verdant rainforests, expansive savannas, lush wetlands,
and dynamic aquatic systems. This rich ecological tapestry has fostered the
development of an astonishingly diverse array of wildlife and plant species, making
Togo a vital haven for biodiversity within the region.

The country’s landscapes are woven with contrasts, shaped by a tropical climate
marked by distinct wet and dry seasons. In the forests of the south, remnants of once-
vast rainforests shelter elusive primates and vibrant birdlife. Progressing northwards,
the terrain transitions through a patchwork of savanna and woodlands—the Guinean
forest-savanna mosaic—before giving way to the open grasslands of the Sudanian
savanna. Along the coast, wetlands, lagoons, and mangroves create unique habitats
crucial for migratory birds and aquatic life, while the inland rivers and lakes teem with
fish, invertebrates, and a host of amphibians and reptiles.

Togo’s animal kingdom is as varied as its topography. Over 4,000 animal species have
been documented, including an impressive roster of mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, and insects. From the iconic African elephant and the endangered Togo
Olive Colobus to colorful butterflies and elusive carnivores, the nation’s fauna is both
captivating and ecologically significant. Endangered and endemic species, many found
nowhere else, depend on the survival of Togo’s unique habitats—a delicate balance
increasingly threatened by human activities.

Despite the country’s natural riches, the wildlife and ecosystems of Togo face
mounting challenges. Habitat loss due to agriculture, logging, and urban expansion, as
well as the threats of poaching and unregulated resource use, have led to alarming
declines in several species and habitats. Yet, Togo’s conservation story is equally
defined by resilience and innovation. Efforts to create and manage protected areas
now cover roughly a tenth of the national territory, and collaborations among
government agencies, local communities, and international partners are striving to
reverse past losses.

This book, Wildlife and Fauna of Togo: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of Togo, aims
to provide a comprehensive overview of this remarkable nation’s natural heritage.
Readers will encounter not just species lists, but the stories behind the habitats,
explore key protected areas, and learn about ongoing conservation initiatives. By
delving into the interplay between environmental challenges and the determination to
preserve Togo’s biodiversity, the guide hopes to inspire a greater appreciation for the
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value and vulnerability of the country’s natural world.

As we journey through Togo’s forests, savannas, wetlands, and beyond, this guide
invites both the curious reader and the concerned conservationist to witness the
beauty, complexity, and urgency of understanding and protecting the wildlife that
makes Togo truly extraordinary.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Geography and Climate of Togo
Togo, a slender ribbon of a country in West Africa, stretches from the sun-drenched
coast of the Gulf of Guinea northward into the drier interior. It’s a nation that, despite
its relatively small size, packs a considerable punch in terms of geographical variety.
Bounded by Ghana to the west, Burkina Faso to the north, and Benin to the east,
Togo's physical characteristics play a crucial role in shaping its diverse ecosystems
and, consequently, the wildlife that calls it home. Think of it as a geographical
gradient, transitioning from the humid tropics in the south to more arid conditions in
the north, with a fascinating mix in between.

The country occupies an area of 56,785 square kilometers, making it slightly smaller
than the state of West Virginia in the United States. This elongated shape means that
while its coastline is quite short, only about 56 kilometers, it encompasses a significant
latitudinal range, from approximately 6° to 11° North. This north-south orientation is
key to understanding the climatic and ecological shifts you encounter as you travel
through the country.

The coastal region is a narrow strip characterized by sandy beaches that give way to
tidal flats and shallow lagoons. It's a dynamic zone where land and sea interact,
creating unique environments. Behind the immediate coastline, the terrain rises gently
to a low plateau known as the Ouatchi Plateau, or Terre de Barre. This area, about 30
kilometers wide, sits at an altitude of 60 to 90 meters above sea level and is known for
its reddish, iron-rich soil. It's a fertile region, important for agriculture, and forms part
of the Guinean forest-savanna mosaic ecoregion.

Further inland, to the northeast of the Ouatchi Plateau, lies a tableland with elevations
ranging from 400 to 460 meters. This marks a transition zone where the landscape
begins to undulate more significantly. The central part of Togo is dominated by a
range of hills, the Chaîne du Togo, which runs in a southwest-northeast direction.
These hills are the remnants of an ancient mountain range and contribute to Togo
being known as the 'hill country'. The highest point in the country, Mont Agou, is
located in this central region, reaching an elevation of 986 meters (3,235 feet).

As you move northward, the hilly and mountainous terrain gradually flattens out into
extensive savanna grasslands. This northern region is part of the Sudanian savanna, a
drier zone that extends into neighboring Burkina Faso. The topography here is
generally flatter, though there are some notable features like the Dapaong cliffs in the
far northwest.

Water is a vital element shaping Togo's geography and supporting its wildlife. Several
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rivers traverse the country, generally flowing southwards towards the Gulf of Guinea.
The major rivers include the Mono, Oti, Sio, and Haho. The Mono River is a significant
waterway, forming part of the border with Benin in the southeast before emptying into
the Bight of Benin. The Oti River flows through northern Togo and eventually joins the
Volta River in Ghana. These rivers, along with their tributaries, create important
riparian habitats and provide water sources throughout the year, even in the drier
north.

Togo also has a number of lakes and lagoons, particularly in the coastal region. The
largest of these is Lake Togo, a substantial lagoon separated from the sea by a narrow
coastal strip. Lake Togo and other coastal lagoons and creeks are vital for aquatic life
and serve as important resting and feeding grounds for migratory birds. Inland, Lake
Nangbéto is a reservoir created by a dam on the Mono River, adding another
significant body of water to the landscape.

Togo's climate is tropical, characterized by distinct wet and dry seasons. The timing
and intensity of these seasons are largely influenced by the Inter-tropical Convergence
Zone (ITCZ) and the Harmattan wind. The ITCZ is a belt of low pressure that moves
north and south with the seasons, bringing moisture-laden winds and rainfall. The
Harmattan, on the other hand, is a hot, dry, and dusty wind that blows from the
Sahara Desert, particularly strong during the dry season.

In the southern part of the country, there are typically two rainy seasons. The first,
and generally more significant, occurs between April and July, with a peak in May or
June. A shorter, weaker rainy season follows between September and November, often
peaking in October. The dry season in the south runs from November to March,
dominated by the influence of the Harmattan.

As you move northward, the climate becomes progressively drier, and the two rainy
seasons merge into a single, longer wet season. In northern Togo, the rainy season
usually occurs between May and November, with the dry season from December to
March. Rainfall amounts also vary across the country. The coast receives the least
rainfall, averaging about 800 millimeters (32 inches) annually. Rainfall increases
inland, particularly in the Togo Mountains, which receive the heaviest precipitation,
averaging around 1,500 millimeters (60 inches) per year.

Temperatures in Togo are generally warm to hot throughout the year. Average
temperatures on the coast are around 27.5°C (81.5°F), while in the northernmost
regions, they average about 30°C (86°F). However, there are greater temperature
fluctuations in the north than in the south. In the north, temperatures can range from
18°C (65°F) to over 38°C (100°F), while in the south, the range is narrower, typically
between 23°C (75°F) and 32°C (90°F). The hottest temperatures are usually
experienced in the north during the peak of the dry season, sometimes reaching as
high as 45°C.
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The variation in geography and climate across Togo creates a mosaic of habitats, each
supporting a unique collection of flora and fauna. From the humid, forested slopes of
the Togo Mountains to the open savannas of the north and the vital wetlands of the
coast, the landscape provides a diverse array of niches for wildlife. Understanding this
physical backdrop is the essential first step in appreciating the rich biodiversity that
thrives within this West African nation.
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