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Introduction

The Solomon Islands, an enchanting archipelago scattered across the turquoise waters
of the South Pacific, hold within their borders an astonishing variety of wildlife and
fauna. These islands, shaped by millennia of isolation and unique evolutionary
processes, are home to species found nowhere else on Earth. From the dense,
emerald rainforests of the high islands to the kaleidoscopic coral reefs that fringe their
coasts, nature flourishes in remarkable abundance and diversity. For scientists,
naturalists, and curious travelers alike, the Solomon Islands are a living laboratory and
a sanctuary for some of the world’s most extraordinary and fragile ecosystems.

This book, "Wildlife and Fauna of Solomon Islands: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of
Solomon Islands," aims to provide a comprehensive yet accessible pathway into the
archipelago’s natural world. Whether you are a seasoned researcher, an avid
birdwatcher, a conservationist, or someone captivated by the Pacific wild, this guide
seeks to illuminate the vast biological treasures thriving on and around these islands.
It explores not only the renowned endemism among the islands’ birds and mammals,
but also the less heralded wonders — the shimmer of a dragonfly in a shaded stream,
the intricate patterns of coral reefs alive with multicolored fish, or the mysterious calls
of little-known amphibians echoing through the forest at dusk.

Yet, this unique heritage is under threat. The natural wealth of the Solomon Islands
faces growing challenges from habitat loss, unsustainable resource use, invasive
species, climate change, and other pressures. Logging, mining, and agricultural
expansion have already left marked impacts on the landscape. Simultaneously, marine
ecosystems are imperiled by overfishing, pollution, and rising sea levels. The future of
countless species — and the ecological integrity of the islands themselves — hangs in
the balance.

Nevertheless, the story of Solomon Islands’ wildlife is also one of hope and resilience.
Across the archipelago, local communities, government agencies, and international
organizations are coming together to champion conservation initiatives, restore vital
habitats, and shape a more sustainable relationship with nature. Traditional ecological
knowledge merges with modern science as people strive to safeguard biodiversity for
future generations. Success stories abound: from the protection of critical nesting
beaches for sea turtles to the establishment of vast community-managed reserves
where forests can recover and wildlife can thrive.

Within these pages, you will find not only a catalogue of the Solomon Islands’

terrestrial, marine, and freshwater fauna, but also the broader context of their life: the
ecosystems they shape, the threats they face, and the ongoing efforts to conserve
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them. The book is structured to guide the reader gradually, from the broad sweep of
the islands’ geography down to the intricate details of individual species. Along the
way, key habitats and outstanding conservation sites are highlighted, providing a
practical guide for those wishing to explore the islands in person or learn from afar.

The journey through the Solomon Islands’ wildlife is both a celebration and a call to
action. By understanding the extraordinary richness of life in the islands, as well as the
complexities and challenges it faces, we become better equipped — as travelers,
scholars, or stewards of nature — to ensure that the wild wonders of the Solomons
endure. Whether you are drawn by the haunting song of a hidden bird, the primal
beauty of a coral reef, or the enduring spirit of a community safeguarding its
homeland, the Solomon Islands welcome you to discover, to learn, and to join in the
effort to protect their irreplaceable natural heritage.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Solomon Islands: A Tapestry of
Islands

Stretching across a vast expanse of the southwestern Pacific Ocean, the Solomon
Islands form a scattered double chain of volcanic islands and coral atolls. Located in
Melanesia, northeast of Australia, this archipelago is a place of dramatic contrasts,
where rugged, forest-clad mountains plunge into vibrant coral reefs. The country of
Solomon Islands comprises the majority of this chain, with the exception of a few
islands in the northwest that belong to Papua New Guinea. It's a country of nearly a
thousand islands, though only a fraction of those are inhabited, covering a total land
area of about 28,000 square kilometers. The sheer scale of the archipelago, however,
is better appreciated when considering the vast oceanic area it encompasses - over
460,000 square kilometers.

The Solomon Islands' dramatic topography is a direct result of its fiery origins. The
islands sit within a tectonically active region where the Indo-Australian and Pacific
plates are constantly converging. This ongoing collision has shaped the landscape
over millions of years, giving rise to the volcanic mountains and deep trenches that
characterize the area. The subduction of the Indo-Australian and Solomon Sea plates
beneath the Pacific Plate is a key geological process here. This intense geological
activity has not only created the islands but also contributes to the occasional seismic
events experienced in the region.

The main islands, such as Guadalcanal, Malaita, Santa Isabel, San Cristobal (Makira),
Choiseul, and New Georgia, are primarily volcanic in origin, featuring steep,
mountainous interiors. These islands often boast fast-flowing rivers and streams
carving through the landscape. In contrast, the archipelago also includes low-lying
coral atolls, which are essentially rings of coral surrounding a lagoon. These atolls, like
Ontong Java and Sikaiana, present a different kind of beauty, characterized by their
pristine beaches and abundant marine life. Rennell and Bellona islands are examples
of raised coral atolls, adding another layer to the geological diversity. The variety of
island types, from the towering volcanic peaks to the flat coral rings, contributes
significantly to the diverse habitats found throughout the Solomons.

The climate of the Solomon Islands is, as you might expect for a location so close to
the equator, distinctly tropical. It's characterized by consistently high temperatures
and humidity throughout the year, with an average temperature hovering around 27
degrees Celsius. While it's generally hot and humid, there are two main seasons: a wet
season, typically running from November to April, and a drier season from May to
October. Rainfall can be abundant, with most areas receiving between 3000 and 5000
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millimeters annually. Topography plays a role in rainfall distribution, with some areas
experiencing more precipitation than others. Even during the wet season, extended
periods of extremely heavy rainfall are not the norm, and bad weather tends to pass
relatively quickly.

While not as frequently impacted as other parts of the Southwest Pacific, tropical
cyclones are still a potential threat during the wet season. The climate here is also
influenced by larger oceanic and atmospheric patterns, such as the El Nifio-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO), which can lead to variations in rainfall and temperature from year
to year. El Nifio events, for instance, tend to bring warmer, drier conditions during the
wet season, while La Nifa years can result in cooler, wetter periods. The constant
warmth of the surrounding ocean also strongly influences the islands' temperatures.

The history of human settlement in the Solomon Islands stretches back thousands of
years. Archaeological and linguistic evidence suggests that people from Southeast
Asia first arrived between 4000 and 5000 years ago. Later migrations, including a
return migration of Polynesian peoples, added to the cultural tapestry of the islands.
These early inhabitants developed organized communities based on agriculture and
fishing. European contact began in 1568 with the arrival of Spanish explorer Alvaro de
Mendana de Neira, who, upon finding gold, named the islands after the biblical King
Solomon, hoping he had found the source of his wealth. This historical encounter is
reflected in the Spanish names of some of the islands. Subsequent European visits and
eventually colonial rule shaped the islands' more recent history, leading to
independence in 1978.

The strategic location of the Solomon Islands, situated on key sea routes, has also
played a significant role in their history and continues to be important today. The
islands' position between the South Pacific Ocean, the Solomon Sea, and the Coral Sea
makes them a natural crossroads. This geographical importance has, at times, drawn
the islands into global conflicts, leaving behind historical remnants that are still visible
today.

Understanding the geography and natural history of the Solomon Islands provides the
essential foundation for appreciating the remarkable wildlife and fauna that call this
archipelago home. The interplay of volcanic activity, tropical climate, and relative
isolation has created a unique environment, a mosaic of habitats supporting an
incredible diversity of life. The next chapter will delve deeper into the concept of
biodiversity and its particular significance in the context of these fascinating islands.
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