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Introduction
Sierra Leone, nestled along the southwestern coast of West Africa, is a land blessed
with immense natural beauty and extraordinary biological wealth. Dominated by lush
rainforests, undulating mountains, savannas, rivers, wetlands, and an intricate
coastline, the country stands as a vital stronghold of biodiversity in the Upper Guinea
region. This distinct environmental mosaic not only contributes to the nation’s
ecological significance but also supports the livelihoods and cultural heritage of its
people.

Renowned as a biodiversity hotspot, Sierra Leone hosts a remarkable array of flora
and fauna. Its forests—once covering nearly 70% of the country's land—are habitats to
countless plant species, towering trees, and rare endemic orchids. Amidst the
greenery, elusive mammals roam: from the endangered Western chimpanzee, the
proud national animal and international conservation icon, to the cryptic pygmy
hippopotamus, whose presence testifies to the enduring vitality of the wild. Along the
coast and in the rivers, the rhythmic grace of dolphins, manatees, and sea turtles
speaks to the richness of Sierra Leone’s aquatic life.

Birdwatchers rejoice in this country, where over 630 avian species court the canopies
and waterways, including such highlights as the White-necked Picathartes and the
threatened Timneh’s grey parrot, now being reintroduced to its once-vanished home.
Reptiles and amphibians—often overlooked in stories of wildlife—find sanctuary in the
deep forests and wetlands, contributing to the intricate web of life that makes Sierra
Leone unique. From the colorful flashes of butterflies to the silent passage of leopards
through the undergrowth, the land is alive with natural wonders.

Yet, this abundance is not without its challenges. Decades of deforestation, habitat
fragmentation, poaching, and human-wildlife conflict have placed immense pressures
on Sierra Leone’s ecosystems. The legacy of civil conflict, coupled with persistent
poverty, has left scars on both people and the environment. The struggle to balance
development with conservation is ongoing, and the fate of much of the country’s
wildlife hangs in the balance. Climate change, too, poses new and daunting threats
each year.

Despite these obstacles, hope endures. The creation of national parks and community-
based conservation initiatives has galvanized both local and international efforts.
Dedicated individuals and organizations work tirelessly to rescue and rehabilitate
endangered species, protect habitats, and educate future generations. As Sierra Leone
pursues a vision of sustainable development, its wildlife and wild places offer not only
environmental value but also the promise of ecotourism, scientific discovery, and

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

national pride.

This guide aims to celebrate Sierra Leone’s natural heritage, offering insights into its
diverse ecosystems, the remarkable creatures that inhabit them, and the ongoing
efforts to secure their future. By deepening our understanding of Sierra Leone’s
wildlife and the intricate connections they sustain, we foster a sense of
stewardship—one that ensures this precious legacy endures for generations yet to
come.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Lay of the Land and the Rhythm
of the Seasons
Sierra Leone, a nation etched onto the curve of West Africa, is a place where the land
itself tells a story of dramatic shifts, from the whisper of the Atlantic waves to the
silent grandeur of ancient mountains. Situated between the 7th and 10th parallels
north of the equator, it shares borders with Guinea to the north and northeast and
Liberia to the south and southeast, with the vast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean
defining its western edge. The country's total area is approximately 73,252 square
kilometers, a mosaic of land and a scattering of inland water bodies.

The geography of Sierra Leone is a captivating study in contrasts, broadly divisible
into four distinct regions that run roughly parallel to the coastline. First, there's the
coastal belt, a low-lying expanse of mangrove swamps and sandy beaches that
stretches for about 402 kilometers along the Atlantic. This region, varying in width, is a
dynamic interface between land and sea, shaped by tides and river systems.

Venturing inland, we encounter the wooded hill country, a transitional zone leading to
the interior plains. These plains, in the north, include areas known as "Bolilands,"
which are seasonal swamps, flooded during the rains and hard-baked in the dry
season, supporting only grass. Further east lies the interior plateau and mountain
region, which makes up roughly half of the country. This area is characterized by large
plateaus and is home to Sierra Leone's highest peaks.

Dominating the eastern landscape are the Loma Mountains, a majestic range that
culminates in Mount Bintumani, the highest point in Sierra Leone, reaching 1,948
meters (6,391 feet) above sea level. These mountains are not just geographical
features; they are vital ecosystems, harboring unique biodiversity. Another significant
range is the Tingi Mountains, with Sankanbiriwa Peak rising to 1,853 meters (6,080
feet). The Freetown Peninsula, a mountainous area running parallel to the coast, forms
a fourth distinct geographical region, hosting the capital city and its impressive natural
harbor.

The rivers of Sierra Leone are the lifeblood of the landscape, winding through the
various regions and providing essential resources. The Rokel River is the longest,
stretching 400 kilometers and draining a significant basin. These waterways, along
with smaller rivers and streams, carve valleys, feed wetlands, and contribute to the
overall ecological richness of the country.

Sierra Leone's climate is tropical, defined by the rhythmic swing between a wet and a
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dry season. This tropical climate is hot and humid, with variations in temperature and
rainfall depending on the region. The average annual temperature hovers around
26.7°C (80°F), but temperatures can fluctuate throughout the year.

The dry season typically runs from November to May, and the rainy season from May
to October. During the dry season, the Harmattan wind, a hot, dry wind from the
Sahara, blows, particularly affecting inland areas and reducing humidity. While
temperatures can still be quite high during this time, the lower humidity can make the
heat more bearable.

The rainy season is dominated by humid air masses from the Atlantic. Rainfall is
generally higher along the coast, with some areas receiving between 3,000 and 5,000
millimeters (120 to 200 inches) annually. Moving inland, the rainfall decreases, with
the eastern border receiving closer to 2,000 to 2,500 millimeters (80 to 100 inches).
The wettest months, typically July to September, can see significant downpours and
high humidity.

The altitudinal variations across Sierra Leone also influence local climates. While
coastal areas are generally hot and humid, the higher elevations in the mountains of
the northeast can experience cooler temperatures. This variation in climate and
geography creates a diverse range of habitats, from the saline mangrove swamps to
the cooler mountain slopes, each supporting its own unique community of plants and
animals.
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