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Introduction

Saint Kitts and Nevis, a twin-island nation nestled in the heart of the Lesser Antilles, is
a beacon of rich natural heritage in the Caribbean. Despite its modest geographical
size, the country boasts an impressive variety of ecosystems, ranging from lush
rainforests and volcanic mountains to vibrant coral reefs and diverse marine
environments. This unique blend of habitats has given rise to a remarkable wealth of
wildlife and fauna, making Saint Kitts and Nevis a true biodiversity hotspot.

The islands’ natural history is shaped by both their geological origins and centuries of
human influence. Volcanic activity sculpted the dramatic landscapes that harbor an
array of endemic and migratory species. The closure of the sugar industry in 2005, in
recent history, has allowed many natural areas to regenerate, providing new
opportunities for wildlife to thrive. Yet, the arrival and establishment of introduced
species—such as the African Green Monkey and the mongoose—have altered the
islands’ ecological balance in profound ways.

Saint Kitts and Nevis serve as vital rest stops for migratory birds escaping harsher
climates, while also supporting an array of resident birds, reptiles, mammals,
amphibians, and invertebrates. From the crested ridges of Mount Liamuiga to the coral
gardens that ring the islands’ shores, each habitat plays a crucial role in sustaining
this diversity. The terrestrial and marine environments are intricately linked, providing
breeding grounds, nursery habitats, and feeding areas for countless species, many of
which are found nowhere else on earth.

This book, “Wildlife and Fauna of Saint Kitts and Nevis: A Guide to the Wildlife and
Fauna of Saint Kitts and Nevis,” aims to introduce readers to the wonders of these
islands’ natural world. Each chapter explores a different facet of local biodiversity,
from the prominent mammals and charismatic monkeys to the secretive reptiles,
colorful birds, and teeming marine life. We also shine a light on the vital role played by
lesser-known species, such as amphibians and invertebrates, whose importance is
often overlooked.

Yet, this journey would be incomplete without acknowledging the significant threats
facing the wildlife of Saint Kitts and Nevis. Habitat loss, invasive species, climate
change, overexploitation, and pollution all pose complex challenges. Encouragingly, a
growing network of protected areas, community-led initiatives, and conservation
programs are working to secure a brighter future for local flora and fauna. The
collective efforts of individuals, communities, and organizations underline the
resilience and adaptability of both nature and people on these islands.
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Whether you are a visiting naturalist, a resident eager to learn more about your
environment, or simply a lover of the natural world, this guide is intended to inform,
inspire, and empower. As you turn these pages, may you discover not only the
fascinating creatures that call Saint Kitts and Nevis home, but also the urgent need to
cherish and protect this extraordinary heritage for generations to come.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Islands of Saint Kitts and Nevis:
Geography and Natural History

Nestled in the warm embrace of the Caribbean Sea, Saint Kitts and Nevis form a
captivating pair of islands, separated by a mere 2 miles (3 km) of sparkling water
known as The Narrows. These islands, though close neighbors, each possess their own
distinct character, shaped by millennia of geological forces and a rich, albeit
sometimes turbulent, history. Together, they constitute the smallest sovereign state in
the Western Hemisphere by both area and population, a charming detail for such a
vibrant place.

Their very existence is a testament to the dynamic power of the Earth. Saint Kitts and
Nevis are part of the Lesser Antilles volcanic arc, a chain of islands born from the
restless subduction of the Atlantic Plate beneath the Caribbean Plate. This ongoing
tectonic ballet has gifted the islands with their dramatic, mountainous terrain, a
landscape that rises steeply from the coast towards central peaks.

Saint Kitts, the larger of the two, stretches approximately 23 miles (37 km) long and 5
miles (8 km) wide, with an area of about 68 square miles (176 square km). Its
topography is dominated by a rugged backbone, a volcanic mountain range that runs
through its center. This range includes several peaks, notably the majestic Mount
Liamuiga, formerly known as Mount Misery, which soars to 1,156 meters (3,793 feet)
above sea level. Mount Liamuiga is not just the highest point on Saint Kitts, but the
highest in the entire country, its often cloud-shrouded summit a dramatic focal point
of the island's profile.

Mount Liamuiga is a stratovolcano with a distinct, mile-wide crater at its summit.
Within this crater, a small lake can sometimes be found, fed by rainwater, adding a
touch of serene beauty to the volcanic landscape. While considered dormant today,
the volcano's history of eruptions, though debated for specific dates like 1692 and
1843, has profoundly shaped the island. The volcanic rocks, primarily andesite or
dacite, form the foundation of Saint Kitts, creating fertile soils on the lower slopes that
have historically supported agriculture.

Beyond Mount Liamuiga, Saint Kitts features other notable peaks in its central range,
including Verchild's Mountain and Dos d'Ane. The island's topography generally slopes
from the mountainous interior down to fertile coastal plains. The coastline itself is
varied, with cliffs and rocky outcrops, as well as beaches. Interestingly, many of Saint
Kitts' beaches are composed of white sand derived from coral and shell fragments, a
contrast to the black volcanic sands found in some other areas and more commonly
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on Neuvis.

Just a short ferry ride across The Narrows lies Nevis, the smaller sibling, with an area
of 36 square miles (93 square km). Nevis is more circular in shape and is dominated
by its own central volcanic peak, Nevis Peak, which reaches an elevation of 985
meters (3,232 feet). Like Mount Liamuiga, Nevis Peak is a potentially active
stratovolcano, though no historical eruptions have been recorded.

Nevis Peak is a composite cone, featuring overlapping summit craters and several lava
domes on its flanks, including Butlers Mountain and Saddle Hill. While the peak itself is
the most prominent feature, Nevis also has lower hills like Round Hill. The geological
makeup of Nevis is primarily volcanic, though some older marine deposits can be
found. The soils on Neuvis, like those on Saint Kitts, have been heavily influenced by
volcanic activity, resulting in a clay soil type often studded with volcanic boulders.

Despite the lack of recent eruptions, Nevis still exhibits signs of volcanic activity in the
form of active fumaroles and hot springs along its coastal slopes. The island has also
experienced seismic swarms in the past, a reminder of the volcanic forces at play
beneath the surface.

The geological youth of these islands, having begun to form less than 50 million years
ago during the Miocene era, is evident in their dramatic, unweathered peaks. The
volcanic activity that created them has not only shaped their physical form but has
also laid the groundwork for the diverse habitats that support their wildlife. From the
rugged, steep slopes of the volcanic peaks to the gentler, fertile plains and the varied
coastline, the geography of Saint Kitts and Nevis is a direct result of their fiery origins.

The climate of Saint Kitts and Nevis is tropical marine, characterized by warm
temperatures and influenced by the steady northeast trade winds. This climate, with
relatively small seasonal temperature variations, provides a consistent environment
for the islands' flora and fauna. Rainfall is a significant factor, with variations between
the islands and within different regions of each island. This rainfall contributes to the
lush vegetation found in the higher elevations, forming the basis of the rainforest and
cloud forest ecosystems that will be explored in later chapters.

The natural history of Saint Kitts and Neuvis is intertwined with their human history. The
islands were first inhabited by indigenous peoples, and later, European colonization
brought significant changes to the landscape, particularly through the establishment
of sugar plantations. The legacy of this agricultural past is still visible in the altered
landscapes, but as mentioned in the introduction, the decline of the sugar industry has
also allowed some natural areas to reclaim their wild state.

Understanding the geography and natural history of Saint Kitts and Neuvis is crucial to
appreciating the wildlife that calls these islands home. The volcanic origins have
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created a varied topography, from high peaks to coastal lowlands, providing a mosaic
of habitats. The tropical climate supports lush vegetation, and the surrounding marine
environment adds another dimension to the islands' biodiversity. This geographical
foundation sets the stage for the incredible array of life that thrives in this corner of
the Caribbean, a story we will continue to unfold in the following chapters.
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