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Introduction

Romania stands as one of Europe’s most ecologically diverse countries, a veritable
sanctuary for wildlife nestled at the crossroads of three biogeographical regions:
Central Europe, the Balkans, and the steppe zone of Eurasia. This strategic position,
coupled with its remarkable variety of landscapes, has endowed Romania with a
richness and abundance of animal species that is unparalleled in much of the
continent. From the majestic heights of the Carpathian Mountains, through the
verdant broadleaf forests and sweeping plains, to the shimmering waters of the
Danube Delta and the vast coastline of the Black Sea, Romania’s ecosystems are as
varied as they are bountiful.

The country is distinguished by a striking biodiversity, housing over 700 vertebrate
species, with birds alone comprising more than 380 types. Nowhere is this diversity
more evident than in the Carpathian wilderness, which supports Europe’s largest
populations of brown bears, wolves, and lynx, making Romania a critical stronghold for
these iconic mammals. The Danube Delta, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, further
enhances the nation’s status as a biodiversity hotspot, hosting vast populations of
both resident and migratory birds, as well as unique amphibians, reptiles, and fish.

Romania’s wildlife has not only survived but, in many cases, flourished where it has
vanished from elsewhere on the continent. This resilience is partly the result of
centuries of rural tradition and relatively low levels of industrial development in
certain regions, allowing natural habitats to persist. Nevertheless, the nation’s natural
heritage remains fragile. Modern pressures—such as deforestation, habitat
fragmentation, pollution, and the relentless advance of agriculture and urban
sprawl—present significant threats to both iconic and lesser-known species.

Efforts to safeguard Romania’s natural riches have intensified in recent decades. The
establishment of national parks and protected areas, along with species reintroduction
programs and stricter environmental legislation, signal a growing national
commitment to conservation. Internationally funded projects and the involvement of
local communities have begun to reshape attitudes and offer hope for endangered
wildlife. Yet, the challenge is ongoing: success hinges on continuous action, scientific
research, and cooperation among stakeholders, from government agencies to private
citizens.

This book, Wildlife and Fauna of Romania: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of
Romania, aims to provide an authoritative and accessible overview of the country’s
natural treasures. Each chapter explores a different facet of Romania’s fauna, from the
towering forests of the Carpathians to the intricate habitats of the Danube Delta, from
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charismatic mammals and birds of prey to endangered amphibians and ancient
sturgeon. Conservation stories, scientific discoveries, and wildlife watching
opportunities are woven throughout, offering both inspiration and practical guidance.

By delving into Romania’s wild heart, this guide seeks to foster an appreciation of the

country’s irreplaceable biodiversity and the urgent need to protect it. Whether you are
a resident naturalist, a visiting wildlife enthusiast, or simply a curious reader, may you
find in these pages both knowledge and a call to action—ensuring that the wildlife and
fauna of Romania continue to thrive for generations to come.
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CHAPTER ONE: Carpathian Mountains: Europe's Last
Wilderness

The Carpathian Mountains, a vast arc stretching across Central and Eastern Europe,
form the majestic spine of Romania. Covering a significant portion of the country,
these mountains represent one of Europe's most expansive and intact wilderness
areas. Unlike the more fractured mountain ranges in Western Europe, the Carpathians
retain a wildness that has largely disappeared elsewhere, providing a vital refuge for a
remarkable diversity of life. This rugged landscape, with its towering peaks, dense
forests, and sweeping alpine meadows, is a cornerstone of Romania's rich biodiversity.

Within the embrace of the Carpathians lies a complex tapestry of ecosystems, each
harboring its own unique collection of species. The sheer scale and relative
inaccessibility of the mountains have allowed many animal populations to persist,
often in greater numbers than in other parts of Europe. This is particularly true for
large carnivores, which require extensive territories to thrive.

The forests of the Carpathians are a realm of ancient trees and a dense undergrowth,
providing cover and sustenance for a multitude of creatures. Here, towering spruces
mingle with broadleaf species like beech and oak, creating a varied habitat that
supports everything from the smallest insects to the largest mammals. The higher
elevations give way to alpine meadows, bursts of color in the summer months, where
hardy plants cling to the rocky slopes and specialized wildlife makes its home.

The true fame of the Romanian Carpathians, in the eyes of many wildlife enthusiasts,
lies in its impressive populations of large carnivores. These mountains are a critical
stronghold for brown bears, grey wolves, and Eurasian lynx, species that have faced
significant declines across much of their historical range. The presence of these apex
predators is a strong indicator of a healthy and functioning ecosystem.

Romania is estimated to host the largest population of brown bears in Europe,
excluding Russia, with figures often exceeding 5,000 individuals roaming the
Carpathian forests. These magnificent omnivores, with their powerful build and
distinctive hump, are a symbol of the wild spirit of the mountains. They require vast
areas to forage for their diverse diet, which includes everything from berries and roots
to insects and small mammals. Their presence is a testament to the undisturbed
nature of large swathes of the Carpathian habitat.

The grey wolf, a creature often shrouded in myth and misunderstanding, also thrives
in the Romanian Carpathians. With an estimated population in the thousands, these

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

intelligent and social canids play a crucial role in maintaining the balance of their
ecosystem by preying on wild ungulates. Their elusive nature makes sightings rare,
adding to their mystique.

The Eurasian lynx, a ghost of the forest with its tufted ears and spotted coat, is
another key predator in the Carpathian landscape. These solitary felines are expert
hunters, primarily preying on deer and other smaller mammals. Like the wolf, their
secretive habits mean that encountering a lynx in the wild is a truly special and
infrequent event.

Beyond the headline-grabbing large carnivores, the Carpathians are home to a wealth
of other fascinating mammals. The European wildcat, a smaller, more robust relative
of the domestic cat, silently stalks the forests. Red foxes and golden jackals also roam
the lower slopes and valleys, opportunistic predators and scavengers adapting to a
variety of conditions.

The mountains support healthy populations of various ungulates, providing a vital food
source for the large carnivores and offering their own spectacle for wildlife watchers.
The Carpathian boar, a sturdy and adaptable animal, forages through the forests and
even at higher altitudes. Red deer, with their impressive antlers, and the more
common roe deer are widespread throughout the mountain habitats. Higher up, in the
rocky alpine zones, the nimble chamois, a species of goat-antelope, navigates the
steep cliffs with remarkable agility. The Carpathian chamois subspecies found here is
considered particularly robust.

A significant conservation success story in the Carpathians is the reintroduction of the
European bison, a majestic animal that was once extinct in the region. Through
dedicated efforts by conservation organizations, these impressive herbivores are once
again roaming free in parts of the Southern Carpathians, contributing to the
biodiversity and health of the ecosystem. Their return is a symbol of hope for
wilderness restoration.

The Carpathian Mountains are also a haven for a diverse array of birdlife. Raptors soar
above the peaks, including the powerful golden eagle. Ravens, known for their
intelligence and striking appearance, are a common sight and sound in the mountain
forests. Woodpeckers of various species can be heard drumming on trees, while owls
take over the nocturnal shifts.

Further adding to the avian richness are species adapted to the specific mountain
environments. The capercaillie, a large grouse known for its elaborate mating display,
inhabits the mature conifer forests. The hazel grouse, a smaller relative, is also found
in dense woodlands. The black grouse is another species of grouse present in the
region.
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The cooler, damper environments of the Carpathians also provide suitable habitat for
a variety of reptiles and amphibians. While not as immediately visible as the larger
mammals and birds, these creatures are integral to the mountain ecosystem. The
mountain viper, a venomous snake, is one of the reptile species found here.
Amphibians like the fire salamander, with its striking yellow and black pattern, and the
Carpathian newt are also present, often found near mountain streams and ponds. The
Carpathian newt is particularly noteworthy as a species endemic to the Carpathian
mountain range.

Exploring the Carpathian Mountains offers a profound connection with a truly wild
landscape. Whether hiking through ancient forests or gazing upon panoramic vistas
from alpine ridges, the presence of such a rich and varied fauna is a constant
reminder that Europe's last great wilderness is very much alive. While challenges to
conservation exist, the ongoing efforts to protect this vital ecosystem offer hope for
the continued survival of its remarkable wildlife.
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