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Introduction
The Republic of Moldova, nestled between Romania and Ukraine, may seem modest in
size but stands out as a crossroads of natural diversity and ecological interest. Despite
being a landlocked country without grand mountains or expansive forests, Moldova’s
landscapes are shaped by their unique placement at the junction of three major
European eco-regions: the Central-European mixed forests, the Pontic steppe, and the
East European forest steppe. This confluence endows Moldova with a surprising
variety of habitats and an impressive richness of wildlife for its area.

In this book, “Wildlife and Fauna of Moldova: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of
Moldova,” we explore the complex tapestry of the nation’s living organisms—from the
Codrii forests in the heartland to the riparian wetlands of the Dniester and Prut rivers.
Though only about 15% of Moldova retains its original forest cover, those surviving
forests are vital strongholds for many species. Over 15,500 animal species have been
recorded within Moldova, revealing ecological treasures that are often overlooked by
outsiders.

Moldova’s mammals range from iconic large animals such as wild boar and roe deer,
to more elusive and lesser-known rodents and bats. Its skies and wetlands provide
sanctuary to over 300 bird species, both migratory and resident, making the country
an underappreciated hot spot for birdwatchers and ornithologists. The rivers, ponds,
and temporary pools harbor a hidden world of amphibians and fish, while meadows,
woodlands, and steppe are home to reptiles, insects, and a multitude of other
invertebrates—each playing a role in the ecosystem’s balance.

Alongside this impressive biodiversity, Moldova faces significant environmental
challenges. Intensive agriculture, urban expansion, and insufficient enforcement of
conservation policies have resulted in habitat loss, declining species numbers, and
fragmented landscapes. Yet, efforts to conserve Moldova’s natural heritage are
underway: an expanding network of protected areas, national biodiversity strategies,
and increasing public awareness all serve to sustain the country’s rich fauna for future
generations.

This guide is structured to reveal the full spectrum of wildlife present in Moldova,
chapter by chapter. From the broad patterns of landscapes and habitats, to the stories
of individual species—some rare, some common, some threatened—our journey aims
to foster a deeper appreciation of Moldova’s wild residents. The book also highlights
conservation initiatives, the roles of local communities, and future prospects for
biodiversity in this small yet significant corner of Europe.
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Whether you are a biologist, naturalist, traveler, or simply a curious reader, our hope
is that these pages open your eyes to the remarkable living world of Moldova. In doing
so, we invite you to consider not just the wonders that exist today, but what can be
done to ensure they remain for tomorrow.
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CHAPTER ONE: Moldova: Land, Climate, and
Ecological Regions
The Republic of Moldova is a small, landlocked country in Eastern Europe, tucked
between Romania to the west and Ukraine to the north, east, and south. This position,
east of the Carpathian Mountains, places it on the southwestern edge of the vast East
European Plain. Despite its lack of coastline, except for a tiny sliver on the Danube
River in the very south, Moldova's geography is anything but monotonous. Instead of
towering peaks, the landscape is characterized by a hilly plain that gently slopes from
the northwest towards the Black Sea in the southeast.

The average elevation across Moldova is around 147 meters (482 feet) above sea
level, but this figure hides a varied terrain. The central part of the country is home to
the Codrii hills, a more elevated and deeply dissected region. Here, the land is cut by a
network of river valleys, ravines, and gullies, creating a picturesque, undulating
landscape that one Russian geomorphologist famously dubbed "Basarabian
Switzerland." The highest point in Moldova, Bălănești Hill, is found in this central area,
reaching a modest 429.5 meters (1,411 feet).

Moving north, the landscape shifts to the flatter Bălți steppe, a plain with an average
elevation between 150 and 200 meters (500 to 650 feet), though interspersed with
higher ground. In the south, the Bugeac Plain is an extensive, less fragmented area,
though still broken by ravines and gullies. Along the rivers, particularly the major ones
like the Dniester and Prut, fertile valleys are prominent features, vital for agriculture
and providing distinct habitats.

Moldova has a well-developed network of rivers and streams, all ultimately draining
into the Black Sea. The two most significant rivers are the Dniester (Nistru) and the
Prut. The Prut River forms the entire western border with Romania, while the Dniester
flows through the eastern part of the country, creating a natural boundary with the
Transnistria region. These rivers, fed by snowmelt from the Carpathians and summer
rains, are crucial for the country's water supply and aquatic ecosystems. Many smaller
streams also crisscross the landscape, although some can dry up during the summer
months.

The climate of Moldova is generally warm and moderately continental, influenced to
some extent by its proximity to the Black Sea. This translates to a lengthy frost-free
period, relatively mild winters, and long, warm summers. Average annual
temperatures range from around 8°C (46°F) in the north to about 10°C (50°F) in the
south. Summer temperatures in July average in the upper 60s and low 70s Fahrenheit
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(around 19-23°C), but can occasionally reach highs near 40°C (104°F) during heat
waves. Winters are not typically severe, with January temperatures averaging around
-3°C (27°F), though extreme lows have been recorded. Snow cover in winter tends to
be thin.

Precipitation in Moldova can be quite variable, with the annual average around 500
mm (20 inches), though slightly lower in the south. Much of the rainfall occurs during
the warmer months, and heavy summer showers can lead to erosion due to the hilly
terrain. Long dry spells are not uncommon, particularly in the south. Winds in Moldova
typically come from either the northwest or the southeast. This combination of climate
and topography has shaped the natural vegetation and, consequently, the wildlife that
calls Moldova home.

Moldova's location at the intersection of three major European ecological regions gives
it a unique mix of habitats and species. These eco-regions are the Central-European
mixed forests, the Pontic steppe, and the East European forest steppe. Each of these
contributes distinct characteristics to the Moldovan landscape and its biodiversity.

The Central-European mixed forests ecoregion, which extends across much of
northeastern Europe, is characterized by temperate hardwood forests. In Moldova, this
influence is primarily seen in the central and northern parts of the country, particularly
in areas like the Codrii hills, where remnants of broadleaf forests persist. These forests
typically feature species like oak, hornbeam, and linden, providing habitat for
woodland-associated flora and fauna. While historically more extensive, much of this
forest cover has been impacted by human activity over centuries.

To the south lies the Pontic steppe, a vast area of open grassland that stretches from
the Black Sea across parts of Eastern Europe and into Central Asia. This ecoregion
brings a drier, more open character to southern and southeastern Moldova. The
vegetation is dominated by grasses, such as feather grasses and fescues, with colorful
wildflowers appearing seasonally. Historically, these grasslands were home to grazing
animals and a different suite of species adapted to open environments. The fertile
soils of the steppe have also made it highly suitable for agriculture, leading to
significant conversion of natural steppe habitat.

Bridging the gap between the forests to the north and the steppes to the south is the
East European forest steppe. This is a transitional zone, a mosaic of woodlands and
grasslands, creating a varied landscape with a mix of species from both ecoregions. In
Moldova, this zone is found in the northern and central parts of the country. The
landscape here is often a hilly plain with alternating patches of forest and open
ground. The plant communities are shaped by local factors like soil type and water
availability, resulting in a patchwork of oak forests, shrublands, and grasslands. This
ecotone supports a diverse range of flora and fauna, including both woodland and
steppe species.
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Despite its relatively small size and lack of dramatic mountain ranges, the interplay of
these three ecological regions, combined with the varied topography of hills, valleys,
and plains, contributes to the surprising richness of Moldova's wildlife and fauna. While
human activity has significantly altered the landscape, particularly through
agriculture, the remaining natural and semi-natural habitats provide crucial refuges for
biodiversity. Understanding this geographical and climatic backdrop is essential to
appreciating the diverse array of life that thrives within Moldova's borders.
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