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Introduction
The Maldives, a shimmering necklace of islands scattered across the Indian Ocean, is
globally celebrated for its unparalleled natural beauty and vibrant underwater life.
With over a thousand coral islands forming 26 natural atolls, the Maldives stands as a
testament to the wonders of nature—where turquoise waters meet white sands, and
lush vegetation clings to slivers of land. Yet, beyond its allure to sun-seekers and
divers, the Maldives harbors a richness of wildlife and an ecological tapestry both
unique and fragile.

Situated at the confluence of critical oceanic currents and influenced by monsoon
winds, the Maldives have evolved distinct ecosystems and species specially adapted
to their isolated environment. The coral reefs, which form the very backbone of the
country, are among the world’s most complex and bio-diverse systems. Supporting
thousands of species—from minute reef fish to the majestic whale shark—these
habitats not only sustain marine life but also provide essential services to the people
of the Maldives, including food, coastal protection, and economic stability through
fisheries and tourism.

While terrestrial life is not as abundant as its marine counterpart, the islands’ limited
but fascinating wildlife story unfolds through its native fruit bats, visiting seabirds, rare
reptiles, and even the insects and invertebrates inhabiting its forests, beaches, and
wetlands. Many creatures have arrived as voyagers with the tides, carried by winds or
humans, each finding a niche within the archipelago’s delicate web of life. The unique
geography—where land gives way almost instantly to sea—means all species must
adapt to a world of constraints and opportunities.

With such wealth comes vulnerability. Rising sea levels, coral bleaching, unsustainable
exploitation, habitat loss, and pollution all threaten the delicate balance that has taken
millennia to shape. Recognizing these challenges, conservation initiatives are
underway throughout the nation: marine reserves are expanding, community-led
conservation grows stronger, and greater efforts are being made to marry the twin
goals of economic development and environmental protection.

This book, “Wildlife and Fauna of Maldives: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of
Maldives,” is designed to illuminate the extraordinarily diverse living world of the
Maldives for readers, travelers, students, and conservationists alike. Within these
pages, you will find chapters dedicated to the geography and habitats that define the
islands, detailed explorations of marine and terrestrial species, examinations of
threats and conservation measures, and perspectives on the intricate relationship
between wildlife and the people who call these islands home.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Whether you approach this guide as a scientific introduction, a travel companion, or a
celebration of Maldivian life, it is our hope that it will deepen your appreciation for the
archipelago’s singular natural wonders and inspire a greater commitment to their
protection. For the future of the Maldives—the beauty of its reefs, the songs of its
birds, and the splendor of its thriving seas—depends on all of us: visitors, locals,
scientists, and stewards of nature.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Geography and Climate of the
Maldives
The Maldives, a name that conjures images of idyllic beaches and crystal-clear waters,
is a nation uniquely defined by its geography. Spread across the equator in the Indian
Ocean, this archipelagic state is a marvel of nature, a delicate chain of coral islands
forming a double link of 26 natural atolls. This configuration stretches over a
considerable distance from north to south, creating a dispersed nation where land is a
precious commodity. The total land area is remarkably small, making the Maldives one
of the world's most geographically scattered countries despite its tiny landmass.

These islands, numbering around 1,200 in total, are not the towering volcanic peaks
one might find in other island nations. Instead, they are low-lying formations, built
upon the crowns of an ancient, submerged volcanic mountain range. The highest
natural point is a mere few meters above sea level, rendering the Maldives the lowest-
lying country in the world. This extreme lack of elevation is a defining characteristic,
shaping everything from human settlement patterns to the types of ecosystems that
can exist. With no rivers, lakes, or hills, the landscape is one of gentle slopes and
coastal fringes. Even the highest dunes on some islands only reach a modest 2.5
meters.

The formation of these atolls is a fascinating geological story, one that involves the
interplay of volcanic activity, coral growth, and changing sea levels over millions of
years. It's a process that began with the emergence of volcanic islands from the ocean
floor. As these ancient volcanoes began to sink, coral polyps started to colonize the
shallow waters around them, building reefs upwards as the islands subsided. Over vast
stretches of time, this continuous coral growth formed the ring-shaped structures we
now call atolls, encircling lagoons where the volcanic islands once stood. The word
"atoll" itself is believed to have originated from the Maldivian language, a testament to
the country's quintessential atoll geography.

The Maldivian archipelago is divided into 20 natural atolls, although for administrative
purposes, these are organized into 21 divisions. These atolls vary in size, with the
largest spanning significant lengths and widths, though individual islands within them
remain small. The atolls are complex structures, historically posing a challenge to
navigators until detailed charts were created. Deep channels separate some of these
atolls, providing passages through the archipelago.

Situated close to the equator, the Maldives experiences a tropical climate,
characterized by consistently warm temperatures throughout the year. The climate is

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

heavily influenced by monsoon winds, which dictate the two distinct seasons: the
southwest monsoon and the northeast monsoon. The southwest monsoon, typically
lasting from late April to November, brings higher humidity, cloud cover, and wind,
with its effects being more pronounced in the northern atolls. This is generally
considered the wet season.

Following the southwest monsoon, the northeast monsoon takes over, usually from
January to March. This period is milder and drier, with less wind and more sunshine,
particularly in the northern atolls. December and April are often considered
transitional periods between the two monsoons. Rainfall varies across the archipelago,
with the southern atolls generally receiving more annual precipitation than the central
and northern regions. The rain often comes in the form of intense, short-lived
downpours or thunderstorms, typical of tropical climates.

Temperatures in the Maldives remain relatively stable throughout the year, hovering
between 25°C and 32°C. The presence of the vast ocean surrounding the islands helps
to moderate the temperature. While temperatures are generally consistent, there
might be a slight increase between February and May, especially in the northern
atolls. The sea temperature is also consistently warm, ranging from 28°C to 30°C year-
round. This warm ocean, coupled with the plentiful sunshine the Maldives receives due
to its equatorial location, contributes to the thriving marine ecosystems.

Despite the generally pleasant tropical climate, the Maldives faces significant
environmental challenges due to its low elevation. Climate change, particularly rising
sea levels and increasing sea surface temperatures, poses an existential threat. These
factors contribute to coral bleaching and increased coastal erosion, issues that are
already impacting many islands. The unique geography and climate that have shaped
the Maldives into a biodiversity hotspot also make it incredibly vulnerable to the
changing global environment.
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