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Introduction

Mozambique, poised on the southeastern shore of Africa, is a country defined by its
extraordinary variety of natural landscapes. Encompassing a dramatic coastline
stretching along the Indian Ocean, lush coastal forests, inland woodlands, sweeping
savannas, and rugged mountain ranges, the nation's geography forms a patchwork of
habitats unlike anywhere else on the continent. This geographical diversity fuels the
remarkable richness of Mozambique’s wildlife and fauna, with ecosystems that host an
astonishing array of animal and plant species—many of which are unique to this
corner of Africa.

The importance of Mozambique’s natural heritage is reflected in its status as a hotspot
of biodiversity. Internationally recognized regions such as the Coastal Forests of
Eastern Africa, the Maputaland-Pondoland-Albany corridor, and the Eastern
Afromontane area hold a dazzling spectrum of life. The nation is home to over 4,000
identified fauna species and more than 6,000 indigenous plants, with new discoveries
made each year as scientific exploration continues. These figures, however, only hint
at the true extent of Mozambique’s natural wealth. From the broad floodplains of the
Zambezi River to the coral gardens of the northern Mozambique Channel, each
ecosystem supports its own community of life, sometimes found nowhere else on
earth.

Among Mozambique’s most iconic fauna are the great mammals of Africa: elephants,
lions, leopards, and antelope roam the savannas and protected reserves. The
country’s forests and mountains hide rare and endangered species, such as the South-
Central Black Rhinoceros and the elusive Vincent’'s bush squirrel. Its birdlife is equally
impressive, with more than 900 species identified—a paradise for ornithologists and
birdwatchers. Reptiles and amphibians, many discovered only recently, underscore
the country’s role as a frontier for biological research. Beneath the waves,
Mozambique’s marine habitats are sanctuaries for dugongs, whales, dolphins, whale
sharks, and brilliant coral reef communities, while five species of sea turtles find
refuge along the sandy shores.

Yet, this natural abundance is not without its challenges. Mozambique’s wildlife faces
persistent threats from habitat loss, poaching, climate change, and human-wildlife
conflict. Some species teeter on the edge of extinction, requiring urgent conservation
action. The country’s development needs, intertwined with a reliance on natural
resources for the livelihoods of millions, underscore the importance of harmonizing
conservation with community well-being. National parks, transboundary conservation
areas, and innovative partnerships offer hope, exemplified by visionary restoration
projects in places like Gorongosa National Park.
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Wildlife and Fauna of Mozambique: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of Mozambique
aims to provide a comprehensive, accessible resource on the country’s remarkable
natural heritage. This book explores, in depth, the habitats and species that make
Mozambique unique, and examines the conservation challenges and triumphs that
define the story of its wildlife today. Each chapter offers insights into the
interdependence of ecosystems and human communities, highlighting the need for
collaborative action to protect this natural treasure for generations to come.

As you journey through these pages, you will encounter Mozambique’s rainforests and
reefs, its wetlands and woodlands, and the astonishing creatures that call them home.
Whether you are a student, researcher, traveler, or conservationist, may this guide
inspire you to appreciate, understand, and advocate for the continued protection of
Mozambique’s wildlife and fauna—one of Africa’s true natural jewels.
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CHAPTER ONE: Mozambique’s Geography and
Natural Landscapes

Mozambique, a land of captivating contrasts, is situated on the southeastern coast of
Africa, its extensive coastline kissed by the warm waters of the Indian Ocean.
Bordered by Tanzania to the north, Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe to the west, and
South Africa and Eswatini to the south, the country's location has long made it a nexus
of trade and cultural exchange. Covering a substantial area of over 800,000 square
kilometers, it's a nation roughly twice the size of California, or to offer a different
perspective, three times the size of Great Britain. This considerable size, coupled with
its varied topography, lays the foundation for the rich tapestry of life found within its
borders.

The physical geography of Mozambique is a study in diversity, transitioning from low-
lying coastal plains in the east to uplands in the center, and culminating in high
plateaus and mountainous regions in the west and northwest. The coastal plains,
stretching along the Indian Ocean, are characterized by lengthy sandy beaches, vital
mangrove swamps, and numerous lagoons. These areas are also home to some of the
country's major urban centers and ports, serving as crucial gateways for trade. As you
move inland, the land gradually rises, giving way to rolling hills and extensive
plateaus.

These plateaus, particularly prevalent in the central and northern provinces like
Niassa, Nampula, Zambézia, Tete, and Manica, exhibit varying elevations, ranging
from medium plateaus between 200 and 600 meters to high plateaus exceeding 600
meters. A striking feature of these elevated landscapes is the presence of inselbergs,
or "island mountains,"” which are isolated rocky outcrops rising dramatically from the
surrounding plains. These geological formations add a unique touch to the scenery
and often harbor distinct ecosystems.

The western and northwestern parts of Mozambique are defined by more mountainous
terrain. Along the border with Zimbabwe, the Chimanimani Mountains rise, home to
Monte Binga, Mozambique's highest peak, reaching 2,436 meters. Other significant
mountain ranges include the Namuli Mountains in Zambézia province, with Mount
Namuli standing at 2,419 meters, and the Maniamba-Amaramba system in Niassa
province. These mountainous regions, often covered in magnificent forests, play a
crucial role in influencing local climates and supporting unique biodiversity.

Mozambique is also a country defined by its rivers. An extensive network of waterways
crisscrosses the landscape, with about 100 principal river basins and nine international
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rivers. The mighty Zambezi River, one of Africa's longest, is a dominant feature,
flowing through the central region and dividing the country into two topographical
halves. Other important rivers include the Rovuma, which forms a significant portion of
the northern border with Tanzania, the Save, the Limpopo, and the Incomati. These
rivers are not only vital sources of water for agriculture and industry but also create
important habitats for a variety of wildlife. Their flow influences coastal ecosystems,
carrying sediments and nutrients that support productive marine areas like the Sofala
Bank.

The coastline itself is a remarkable feature, stretching for over 2,500 kilometers along
the Indian Ocean. It's often described as having some of Africa's most unspoiled
beachfront, with miles of unexplored beaches. The southern coastline is characterized
by sandy beaches and coastal dunes, some reaching impressive heights. Behind these
dunes, a series of lagoons, estuaries, and salt lakes create a complex coastal
environment. Moving north, the central coast, known as the Bight of Sofala or Sofala
Bay, is characterized by extensive mangrove swamps and coastal wetlands. Further
north, the coast is part of the East African coral coast, renowned for its rich marine
biodiversity, including stunning coral reefs and island archipelagos like the Bazaruto
and Quirimbas Islands.

Mozambique’s climate is predominantly tropical, influenced by the Indian Ocean
monsoons, with two distinct seasons. The wet season generally runs from October to
March, bringing higher temperatures and humidity, and is also the period when
tropical cyclones can occur, particularly in the northern coastal areas. The dry season
follows from April to September, offering a cooler period from mid-May to mid-August.
However, climatic conditions can vary significantly depending on altitude and
proximity to the coast. Rainfall is typically heavier along the coast and decreases in
both the north and south, with the southern interior and parts of the Zambezi valley
being considerably drier. Average temperatures are warmest near the coast and
cooler in the higher inland areas. These climatic variations contribute to the mosaic of
habitats found across the country, each supporting its own unique community of
plants and animals.
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