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Introduction

Lithuania, nestled on the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea and rich in both cultural and
natural history, stands as a testament to Europe’s remarkable biodiversity. With an
array of landscapes ranging from ancient forests and rolling meadows to coastal dunes
and intricate wetlands, the country is home to a wealth of wild creatures that have
both fascinated and nourished generations. Despite its modest size, Lithuania’s
diverse ecosystems support an astonishing variety of mammals, birds, amphibians,
reptiles, fish, and invertebrates, many of which are unique to the region or crucial
within the greater European context.

This guide has been meticulously compiled to illuminate the extraordinary natural
heritage of Lithuania. Each chapter seeks to provide a window into the nation’s living
tapestry, showcasing not only the species that reside here but also the habitats that
nurture them. From the mighty elk wandering through pine forests to delicate
butterflies flitting among wildflower meadows, from ancient bison reintroduced into
the wild to songbirds that fill spring skies on their northward migrations, Lithuania’s
fauna tells a story of resilience, adaptation, and interdependence.

Across its history, Lithuania’s nature has faced challenges brought by both natural
change and human activity. Habitat loss, pollution, and invasive species have
pressured the survival of many native animals, making conservation efforts all the
more urgent and meaningful. The creation of national parks, the expansion of
protected reserves, and the listing of species in the national Red Data Book highlight
the country’s growing commitment to safequarding its precious wildlife. This book not
only celebrates what now exists, but also addresses the threats that loom and the
actions being taken to ensure that future generations will inherit a land rich in life.

Crucially, understanding Lithuania’s wildlife and fauna is about more than ecological
interest; it is about cultural identity and connection. The stork nesting on village
rooftops, the wolf howling in Dzukija’s forests—these creatures are woven into
Lithuanian folklore, art, and everyday experience. They inspire both pride and
responsibility, connecting people to the land as stewards and storytellers. Through this
guide, readers are invited not just to learn, but to engage—to see their country with
new eyes, to explore its hidden corners, and to appreciate the bond between people
and the wild world.

Whether you are a scientist, a nature enthusiast, a student, or simply a curious
traveler, this guide aims to take you on a journey through the lakes, woods, marshes,
and fields that make up Lithuania’s living landscape. Through detailed chapters on
habitats and species, rare encounters and ongoing challenges, it illuminates the depth
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and beauty of this Baltic jewel’s fauna.

Ultimately, the story of Lithuania’s wildlife is a living, evolving one—shaped by history,
enriched by diversity, and strengthened by the efforts of those who choose to care.
May this book inspire a deeper appreciation and a sustained commitment to protect
and celebrate the wildlife and fauna of Lithuania.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Natural Landscapes of Lithuania

Lithuania's position on the eastern edge of the Baltic Sea has gifted it a diverse and
compelling tapestry of natural landscapes. This isn't a land of soaring mountains or
dramatic canyons, but rather a place where subtle variations in topography, shaped by
the slow, persistent hand of glaciers from the last Ice Age, create a rich mosaic of
habitats. The terrain is predominantly flat, a characteristic of the North European

Plain, yet it's punctuated by gentle morainic hills in the west and east, rarely
exceeding 300 meters in elevation.

One of the most striking features of the Lithuanian landscape is the sheer abundance
of water. Lakes, both large and small, are scattered across the country, with a
particularly high concentration in the eastern regions. While some sources say there
are around 4,000 lakes, others list over 2,800 larger than one hectare and another
1,600 smaller ponds. These bodies of water, along with a network of over 700 rivers
longer than ten kilometers, including the significant Nemunas and Neris, are vital
arteries for the country's ecosystems and a defining element of its natural beauty.

Forests are another dominant feature, blanketing approximately a third of Lithuania's
territory. These are not uniform stands but a mix of coniferous species like pine and
spruce, and deciduous trees such as birch, alder, ash, and oak. The distribution of
these forest types varies, with pine woods often dominating in the sandy southeastern
areas, while mixed conifer-broadleaved stands are common throughout. These forests
are not merely collections of trees; they are complex ecosystems providing crucial
habitats for a vast array of wildlife.

Wetlands, though historically impacted by drainage, remain an important part of the
Lithuanian landscape. These include raised bogs, fens, and transitional mires, as well
as wet forests and meadows. While some sources indicate wetlands cover around
7.9% of the country, others suggest a smaller percentage, highlighting the ongoing
impact of land use changes. These areas, despite their reduced extent, are vital for
biodiversity, supporting specialized plant and animal communities adapted to
waterlogged conditions.

The coastline, though relatively short at around 108 to 262 kilometers depending on
how it's measured, adds another layer of diversity to Lithuania's natural landscapes.
This includes sandy beaches, dunes, and the unique Curonian Spit. The Curonian Spit,
a narrow sandy peninsula, is a remarkable natural formation with towering dunes,
some reaching up to 60 meters. This dynamic landscape, shaped by wind and waves,
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a critical habitat for coastal flora and fauna,
including migratory birds.
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Beyond these more natural areas, anthropogenic landscapes also play a role in the
country's ecological makeup. These are areas modified by human activity, such as
agricultural lands and urban areas. Agricultural land, comprising over half of
Lithuania's territory, provides habitats for species adapted to these environments,
though intensive farming practices can also pose challenges to biodiversity. Urban
areas, while seemingly devoid of nature, can also support wildlife, with parks and
green spaces offering some refuge.

The interplay of these different landscapes - forests, wetlands, lakes, rivers,
coastlines, and even human-modified areas - creates a complex and interconnected
ecological system. The flat plains allow for extensive river systems, while the morainic
hills provide varied terrain that influences habitat distribution. The proximity to the
Baltic Sea influences the climate, which ranges between maritime and continental,
further shaping the types of ecosystems that thrive here. This mosaic of habitats, each
with its own unique characteristics, is what supports the rich and varied wildlife that
calls Lithuania home.

Understanding these natural landscapes is the first step in appreciating the country's
fauna. Each species, from the largest mammals to the smallest invertebrates, is
intimately linked to the specific habitats it inhabits. The distribution and health of
these animal populations are directly influenced by the condition and connectivity of
Lithuania's natural environments. As we delve deeper into the wildlife of Lithuania, we
will see how these diverse landscapes provide the stage for the fascinating lives of its
animal inhabitants.
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