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Introduction
Ghana, perched along the Gulf of Guinea in West Africa, is a nation whose natural
landscapes brim with remarkable diversity and vitality. From the dense canopies of its
southern rainforests to the sun-drenched grasses of the north, the country’s wild
spaces host a dazzling array of wildlife and fauna. This diversity is not merely a matter
of numbers or species lists—rather, it is the living backdrop that supports traditional
communities, influences culture and heritage, and underpins ecosystem services vital
for national development and well-being.

The variety of Ghana’s wildlife is a direct result of its crossroads position in Africa’s
biogeography, straddling the lush Guineo-Congolian zone, the Guinean-Sudanian
transition, and the dry expanses of the Sudanian zone. Within these broad regions
exist a multitude of unique habitats: tropical high forests, open savannas, winding
rivers, expansive wetlands, and extensive coastlines. Together, these ecosystems
support hundreds of mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, fish, and insect species, many
of which are unique to this corner of the continent.

But Ghana’s faunal wealth is more than an object of study or an eco-tourism
attraction—it is also deeply entwined with the challenges of modern conservation.
Over the past decades, the rapid pace of human settlement, deforestation, agricultural
expansion, and unsustainable resource use have created unprecedented pressures on
the country’s wildlife. Iconic and endemic species have seen their numbers dwindle,
while vital habitats face ongoing threats from both development and climate change.
As a result, conservation in Ghana is a complex intersection of scientific research,
policy, community engagement, and international cooperation.

Despite these challenges, Ghana offers compelling examples of successful
conservation, from the iconic Mole and Kakum National Parks with their thriving animal
populations, to the sacred groves and community-run sanctuaries that protect unique
species in traditional ways. Generation after generation, both state-sponsored and
grassroots initiatives have fought to safeguard the nation’s living
heritage—demonstrating that the preservation of biodiversity is not only possible, but
essential for the future.

This book, “Wildlife and Fauna of Ghana: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of Ghana,”
is a comprehensive journey through the nation’s natural world. It explores the intricate
tapestry of habitats, highlights the species that call Ghana home, examines the
threats and challenges to their survival, and celebrates both the scientific
achievements and community-driven efforts that are building a brighter future for
conservation. Whether you are a student, researcher, tourist, conservationist, or
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simply a nature enthusiast, this guide aims to inform, inspire, and deepen your
appreciation for Ghana’s extraordinary biological heritage.

As you read through these chapters, you will discover that Ghana’s wildlife is more
than the sum of its species. It is a vital legacy—one that unites people, shapes
landscapes, and deserves protection for generations to come.
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CHAPTER ONE: Ghana’s Geographical and Ecological
Overview
Ghana occupies a prime position on the West African coastline, a place where the
continent’s vast interior meets the rolling waves of the Atlantic. Situated just a few
degrees north of the equator, the country lies within the tropical zone, a fundamental
factor shaping its climate, landscapes, and the incredible variety of life it supports.
With a total area of 238,533 square kilometers, Ghana is a moderately sized nation,
roughly comparable in size to the United Kingdom or the state of Oregon in the United
States. Its location provides a fascinating blend of ecological conditions, serving as a
transition zone between major biomes.

The country shares its land borders with three francophone neighbors: Côte d'Ivoire to
the west, Burkina Faso to the north, and Togo to the east. To the south lies its
approximately 537-kilometer-long coastline along the Gulf of Guinea and the Atlantic
Ocean. This coastal edge, while relatively straight, is dotted with lagoons, estuaries,
and sandy beaches, providing critical interface habitats between terrestrial and
marine environments. The low-lying nature of much of the coast means these areas
are particularly sensitive to changes in sea level and climate.

Looking inland, Ghana’s topography is generally characterized by low physical relief.
The underlying geological structure, largely composed of ancient Precambrian rock,
has been significantly eroded over millennia, resulting in a landscape that is
predominantly plains and low hills. In fact, about half of the country sits at an
elevation of less than 152 meters above sea level. This relatively gentle terrain allows
for broad transitions between different vegetation types across the country.

Despite the overall low relief, several distinct geographical regions add complexity to
Ghana’s landscape. The southern part of the country is dominated by low plains, which
include the coastal savanna, the Volta Delta, the Accra Plains, and the Akan Lowlands.
These areas exhibit varied topography, from the almost flat Accra Plains to the
undulating terrain of the Akan Lowlands with their occasional rocky outcrops.

North of the southern plains lie three major regions: the Ashanti Uplands, the Akwapim-
Togo Ranges, and the vast Volta Basin. The Ashanti Uplands, located in the south-
central part, form a significant plateau known for its undulating terrain and as the
source region for several important rivers. This area is historically and economically
significant, particularly for agriculture.

Along the eastern border with Togo, the Akwapim-Togo Ranges provide a more hilly
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and sometimes rugged landscape. Although not soaring peaks by global standards,
they represent the highest elevations in Ghana. The highest point in the country,
Mount Afadja, reaches 885 meters (or sometimes cited as 883 meters), standing as a
notable feature in this range. These ranges offer a cooler climate compared to the
surrounding lowlands and influence local rainfall patterns.

Occupying a substantial portion of south-central Ghana is the Volta Basin, a vast,
relatively low-lying area drained by the Volta River system. This basin is dominated by
Lake Volta, the world's largest artificial lake by surface area, created by the
construction of the Akosombo Dam. The lake and its tributaries, including the Black
and White Volta rivers which flow into Ghana from Burkina Faso, are dominant
features of the basin's geography and hydrology.

Further north, the landscape transitions into the high plains of the northern and
northwestern sectors. This dissected plateau region, averaging between 150 and 300
meters in elevation, is drained by the Black and White Volta rivers. While generally
lower than the southern uplands, this area features its own distinct characteristics
shaped by erosion and the river systems.

Ghana's climate is tropical, primarily influenced by the interplay of two major air
masses: the hot, dry continental air from the Sahara to the north and the warm, humid
maritime tropical air from the South Atlantic. These air masses converge over the
Guinea Coast, their seasonal dominance determining the wet and dry periods. The
northeast trade winds bring the harmattan, a dry, dusty wind from the Sahara,
typically from December to March, particularly affecting the northern parts of the
country with lower humidity and significant dust.

Temperatures across Ghana are consistently high throughout the year, as expected in
a tropical country near the equator. Mean annual temperatures generally range
between 26°C and 29°C. While coastal areas and the humid south experience high
humidity, especially at night, the north sees humidity drop significantly during the
harmattan season. Higher elevations in areas like the Akwapim-Togo Ranges can offer
slightly more comfortable temperatures.

Rainfall patterns vary across the country, influenced by the shifting air masses and
topography. The southern parts of Ghana, including the forest zones and the coastal
belt (excluding the relatively dry eastern stretch), experience a bimodal rainfall
pattern with two distinct rainy seasons. The major season typically occurs from April to
July, followed by a lesser season from September to November. This creates two
periods of higher precipitation interspersed with relatively drier spells.

Conversely, the northern savanna regions generally have a unimodal rainfall pattern.
The single wet season usually begins around May and lasts until September, with the
peak rainfall often occurring in August and September. The amount of annual rainfall
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also varies considerably from south to north. The wettest areas in the southwest can
receive up to 2,200 mm of rain annually, while the drier eastern coastal belt and the
far north may receive as little as 800 to 1,000 mm. This gradient in precipitation is a
key driver of the distinct ecological zones found across the country.

The combination of Ghana's geographical location, varied topography, and distinct
climatic patterns has resulted in a mosaic of ecosystems and habitats, which are
broadly categorized into major ecological or agro-ecological zones. These zones,
reflecting differences in climate, vegetation, and soils, provide the foundation for the
country's rich biodiversity. While slightly different classifications exist, common
delineations include the tropical high forest zones and the savanna zones, with
transitional areas between them.

The tropical high forest zone is primarily located in the southern and western parts of
Ghana. This zone is further subdivided based on rainfall and forest type, including Wet
Evergreen, Moist Evergreen, and Semi-deciduous Forests. These forests are
characterized by dense tree cover and high species diversity, forming a significant
part of the Upper Guinean Forest ecosystem, recognized globally as a biodiversity
hotspot.

Covering nearly half of the country, the savanna biome is found mainly in the north
and east. This is typically divided into the Guinea Savannah in the central and
northern areas and the drier Sudan Savannah in the far north. Savannas are
characterized by grasslands with scattered trees and shrubs, and their structure and
density are influenced by rainfall and factors like fire.

In addition to the major forest and savanna biomes, Ghana also has a distinct Coastal
Savannah zone along the eastern part of its coastline. This narrow strip is relatively
dry compared to the forest zone to the west. A Forest-Savanna Transitional zone also
exists, forming a mosaic landscape as the dense forest gives way to more open
savanna. These diverse zones, each with its unique environmental conditions, provide
the varied settings that host Ghana's remarkable wildlife, which we will explore in
detail in the following chapters.
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