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Introduction
The Central African Republic (CAR), a landlocked nation at the heart of the African
continent, possesses one of the most remarkable and diverse assemblages of wildlife
and natural ecosystems found anywhere in Africa. Defined by a rich mosaic of dense
rainforests, sprawling savannas, winding rivers, and freshwater habitats, the CAR’s
natural heritage is both striking and fragile. This book, “Wildlife and Fauna of Central
African Republic: A Guide to the Wildlife and Fauna of Central African Republic,” seeks
to explore this extraordinary biodiversity, shedding light on the species and
landscapes that serve as the nation’s ecological foundation.

Stretching from the humid jungles of the Congo Basin in the south to the semi-arid
steppes in the north, the CAR’s landscape is marked by dramatic contrasts. Each
environment harbors its unique web of life and supports countless species, many of
which are rare or endemic. These varied habitats, relatively undisturbed in historical
times due to low population densities, created sanctuaries for wildlife to thrive,
weaving together stories of natural abundance and adaptation that are deeply
interwoven with the country’s history and culture.

The Central African Republic is home to some of Africa’s most charismatic and
endangered animals, including western lowland gorillas, forest and savanna elephants,
chimpanzees, bongos, and lions. Its forests echo with the calls of forest buffalos and
great hogs, while the open savannas are witness to the timeless spectacle of giraffes,
antelopes, and buffaloes in motion. Over six hundred bird species add color and
vibrance, making the nation a significant destination for ornithologists and nature
enthusiasts alike.

Yet, this wealth of biodiversity faces mounting challenges. Over the past century, the
pressures of changing land use, unsustainable resource extraction, political instability,
and the illegal wildlife trade have placed extraordinary strain on both habitats and
species. Once abundant animal populations have in some places dwindled to remnant
numbers, and precious ecosystems are threatened by logging, agriculture, and the
encroachment of settlements. The very survival of species such as the western
lowland gorilla and African forest elephant hangs in the balance.

In response, the Central African Republic has taken important strides to protect its
natural legacy. A network of national parks, reserves, and special areas now covers a
significant portion of its territory, supported by collaborative efforts between the
government, international conservation organizations, and local communities—not
least among them the indigenous Ba’Aka peoples, whose knowledge and stewardship
of the forests is invaluable. These conservation initiatives represent hope for the
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recovery and enduring health of the region’s wild landscapes and the myriad forms of
life they support.

This book aims to be a comprehensive guide and resource for anyone interested in the
wildlife and fauna of the Central African Republic. Whether you are a student,
researcher, traveler, conservationist, or simply a lover of nature, this guide will
accompany you through the CAR’s diverse ecosystems, introduce you to its
emblematic species, examine the challenges facing wildlife conservation, and
highlight the ongoing efforts to safeguard one of Africa’s greatest natural treasures for
generations to come.
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CHAPTER ONE: Geographic Setting of the Central
African Republic
Nestled deep within the heart of the African continent, far from the rhythm of ocean
tides, lies the Central African Republic. This landlocked nation, often simply called the
CAR, occupies a significant portion of Central Africa, covering an area roughly
comparable in size to France. Its position is a geographical pivot point, sitting squarely
in the transition zone between the dense tropical rainforests to the south and the
more open, arid landscapes of the Sahel to the north. This pivotal location profoundly
shapes its diverse ecosystems and, consequently, the wealth of its wildlife.

The country's land area spans approximately 622,984 square kilometers (about
240,534 square miles). It is bordered by a total of six neighboring countries, creating
extensive land boundaries that connect it to a wide array of African regions. To the
north, the CAR shares a border with Chad. To the northeast and stretching eastward, it
is bordered by Sudan and South Sudan. The southern frontier is shared with the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the Congo. Finally, to the west
lies Cameroon. These borders, in some cases defined by major rivers, delineate the
political boundaries of a nation whose ecological zones pay little heed to such lines on
a map.

Topographically, the Central African Republic is characterized primarily by a vast,
undulating plateau. This rolling landscape generally sits at an average elevation of
around 500 meters (approximately 1,640 feet) above sea level, giving the country a
relatively consistent, though gently varied, surface across much of its expanse. While
much of the country consists of these central plains, there are notable elevated areas,
particularly towards the fringes of the territory.

In the west, the landscape rises towards the Karre Mountains, also known as the Yade
Massif. This granite plateau in the northwest reaches altitudes of up to 1,143 meters
(3,750 feet). Within this range lies Mount Ngaoui, which stands as the highest point in
the country, reaching an elevation of 1,410 meters (4,625 feet). Moving eastward, the
central plains gradually ascend towards the Bongos Massif in the northeast. Here, the
terrain rises to elevations of up to 1,330 meters (4,360 feet) at Mount Toussoro.
Further to the northeast are the Fertit Hills, which extend into Sudan and reach around
1,280 meters (4,200 feet). Scattered hills can also be found in the southwestern part
of the country.

This extensive plateau serves as a significant hydrological divide. A crest running from
the southwest to the northeast effectively splits the country's drainage systems. The
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northern third of the country lies within the Lake Chad basin, with rivers in this region
flowing northward. The remaining two-thirds of the CAR's territory drains southward,
ultimately feeding into the vast Congo River system.

The Central African Republic is notably well-supplied with waterways, a critical feature
given its landlocked status. More than 30 rivers flow through or originate in the
country, contributing to its rich biological diversity. The major rivers are integral to the
landscape and the life it supports. The Ubangi River is particularly significant, forming
a large part of the country's southern border with the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. The Ubangi is a major tributary of the Congo River, and it plays a vital role in
transportation and provides water for surrounding ecosystems. The Sangha River is
another principal waterway, flowing through the western regions of the country and
also contributing to the Congo River system. These rivers and their numerous
tributaries, including the Lobaye, Mpoko, Kotto, and Mbomou, create a dense
hydrological network that is fundamental to the country's ecology.

The climate of the Central African Republic is predominantly tropical, characterized by
distinct wet and dry seasons. While the overall climate is tropical, there are variations
across the country, broadly categorized into three main climate zones: Equatorial in
the south, Tropical Savanna across the central belt, and Sahelian or Semi-arid in the
far north. The southern equatorial region experiences high temperatures and humidity
throughout the year, with significant rainfall.

Moving northward, the climate transitions to a tropical savanna, which covers the
majority of the country. This zone is marked by more pronounced wet and dry
seasons. The rainy season typically runs from May to October, bringing heavy
precipitation. Conversely, the dry season occurs from November to March or April,
characterized by warmer temperatures and clearer skies. The northern areas,
particularly those bordering Chad and Sudan, fall into a hot semi-arid or Sahelian
climate zone, experiencing lower rainfall and a longer dry season, with little to no rain
from October to April. This region is also subject to the influence of the Harmattan
winds, which are hot, dry, and carry dust from the Sahara.

Temperatures across the CAR remain generally high throughout the year, typical of a
tropical location near the equator. Average annual temperatures range from around
23°C in the south to 26°C in the north. While there isn't a significant difference
between seasons in terms of daylight hours, temperature variations do occur, with the
hottest temperatures often observed in March and the lowest in July during the rainy
season. The diverse geography, from the humid forest lowlands to the elevated
plateaus and drier northern plains, contributes to these regional climatic differences
and supports the wide variety of life found within the Central African Republic.
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